
TO:  CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

FROM: RON WHISENAND, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 

SUBJECT: MISC. 10-001, WINERY DIRECTIONAL SIGNS 

DATE:  MARCH 9, 2010 

Needs:  To consider a request filed by Wine Country Alliance, to place winery directional signs at 
various locations within City limits, and make a recommendation to the City Council on the 
proposed locations and sign design. 

Facts: 1. Stacie Jacob, from the Wine Country Alliance has provided a project description that 
explains the signage request and gives the background of their proposal (see Attachment 
1). Lisa Bodrogi (also from the Alliance) prepared a graphic presentation that indicates 
where the signs are proposed to be located (see Attachment 2). 

2. There are a couple different ways that the Sign Ordinance could address the proposed 
directional signs, either as a Winery Directional Sign, or as a Visitor Serving Directional 
Sign. The definitions of Visitor Serving Directional Signs and Winery Directional Signs 
are as follows: 

Visitor Serving Directional Sign: an off-premise sign within City limits used to 
identify public facilities, services, and/or recreational and visitor-serving uses as 
deemed appropriate by the City. 

Winery Directional Sign: an off-premise sign that is intended solely to direct the 
public to wineries that are located either within or outside of the City limits. 

3. The Development Review Committee (DRC) reviewed the winery sign program on 
February 1, 2010. The DRC supported the program, yet had concerns with applying 
the sign standards for size and design as outlined in the Winery Directional Sign section 
of the sign code (see Attachment 3 & 4). 

4. In August 2008 the City Council adopted the Gateway Plan Design Standards to 
provide guidelines for development at the City’s Gateways. The Guidelines include a 
section on signage that suggests that “a unified signage system shall be developed to 
address the need for directional information at key Gateway locations. The proposed 
signage should be flexible and modular to evolve over time as additional directional needs 
develop”. (see Attachment 5). 

5. This application is Exempt from environmental review per Section 15061 (b) (3) (General 
Rule) of the State’s Guidelines to Implement the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA).
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Analysis
and
Conclusion: While it seems that the intent of the Winery Directional Sign section of the Sign 

Ordinance is to address signs such as those proposed by Wine County Alliance, the 
Sign Ordinance requires that these signs be consistent with the Caltrans standard, 
which requires the dimensions of the signs to be 1-foot by 4.5 feet. The Caltrans design 
might be appropriate along highways; however, the standards are out of scale for 
placement along City streets. 

Conversely, since wineries are a visitor serving use, the Sign Ordinance section on 
Visitor Serving Directional Signs seems more appropriate. This section along with the 
criteria outlined in the Gateway Plan provides for smaller scaled, more detailed signs, 
which seem to better fit the winery directional sign program the Wine Country Alliance 
is proposing (see Attachment 3). 

 The intent for the proposed signs is to co-locate on existing street sign poles (if possible) 
or install a new sign post if necessary. The potential locations have been reviewed by the 
DRC and Public Works Department and they have determined that the proposed 
locations would not conflict with the existing street signs or other street appurtenances. 

 The Wine Country Alliance proposes to pay for the signs as well as reimburse the City for 
the labor involved with the installation of the signs. The Alliance would also be responsible 
for the on-going maintenance of the signs.

In the future, if there are other visitor serving businesses that wish to have signs, they 
would need to go through the City review process, but the size, style and location of 
the signs would be established with this application by the Wine Country Alliance. 

Policy
Reference: City of Paso Robles Municipal Code, Gateway Design Standards. 

Fiscal
Impact:  Fiscally neutral. The cost of the production of the signs, as well as the installation and 

maintenance of the signs would be paid for by the Wine Country Alliance.

Options: After consideration of all public testimony the Planning Commission considers the following 
options:

a. Adopt the attached Resolution recommending that the City Council approve the request to 
install winery directional signs at the locations proposed by the applicant, with a 
requirement that the sign size be consistent with the City’s standard for street signs (6” x 
24”) and that the color and design be consistent with the design described within the 
Gateway Plan; 

b. Amend, modify or reject the foregoing options. 

Prepared by Darren Nash
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Attachments:
1. Project Description 
2. Applicant’s Power Point Presentation – Sign Locations 
3. Excerpts from Sign Ordinance 
4. Figure 1 – Caltrans Standard 
5. Gateway Design Plan – Signage System 
6. Public Notice Affidavit 
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RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION OF
THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 

RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE MISC. 10-001  
WINERY DIRECTIONAL SIGNS 

APPLICANT – WINE COUNTRY ALLIANCE 

WHEREAS, the Wine Country Alliance has submitted an application to install winery directional signs 
at various locations within City limits; and 

WHEREAS, the proposal is for eight (8) signs to be placed within the public right of way; and 

WHEREAS, Section 21.19.080.C, of the Zoning Ordinance Sign Code provides for Visitor Serving 
Directional Signs to be placed in the public right of way; and  

WHEREAS, the Gateway Plan establishes criteria for directional signs including a suggested size, 
shape and color; and 

WHEREAS, Section 21.19.080.C, of the Zoning Ordinance Sign Code indicates that the signs and 
specific locations need to be reviewed and approved by the City’s Streets and Utilities Committee; and 

WHEREAS, the Streets and Utilities Committee is no longer in operation, therefore, the final review 
of the proposed sign program is by the City Council; and 

WHEREAS, this application is Categorically Exempt from environmental review per Section 15061(b)(3) 
(General Rule) of the State’s Guidelines to Implement the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); 
and

WHEREAS, at its meeting on March 9, 2010, the Planning Commission took the following actions 
regarding the proposed sign program: 

a. Considered the facts and analysis, as presented in the staff report prepared for this project; 

b. Conducted a noticed public hearing to obtain public testimony on the proposed project; 

c. Recommended that the City Council approve the proposed sign program, making the findings 
that the signs are necessary in order to aid visitors to the community to a place of recreational 
importance and the location of each sign is necessary to aid in locating the visitor serving use 
from adjacent or nearby thoroughfares, thereby complying with the intent of the Sign 
Ordinance for Visitor Serving Directional Signs; 

d. Recommend to the City Council that the size of the signs shall be consistent with the City’s 
standards for street signs (6” x 24”) and that the color and design of each sign be consistent 
with the design described in the Gateway Plan. 
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e. The applicant (Wine Country Alliance) shall enter into a legal agreement with the City of Paso 
Robles to insure on-going repair and maintenance for the signs is borne by the Wine Country 
Alliance, so that the City does not incur costs associated with the program, and to ensure that 
the signs are maintained in good repair and condition.  

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 9th day of March, 2010 by the following Roll Call Vote: 

AYES:   

NOES:   

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:   

      _________________________________________ 
      JOEL PETERSON, CHAIRMAN 

ATTEST:

_____________________________________________________
RON WHISENAND, PLANNING COMMISSION SECRETARY 
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