
 STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 
 CENTRAL COAST REGION 
 895 Aerovista Place, Suite 101 
 San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
 
 TIME SCHEDULE ORDER NO. R3-2011-0213 
 

REQUIRING THE 
CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES 

TO COMPLY WITH REQUIREMENTS  
PRESCRIBED IN ORDER NO. R3-2011-0002 

 
The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Coast Region (Central 
Coast Water Board), finds: 
 
1. The City of El Paso de Robles (hereafter City or Discharger) owns and operates 

wastewater collection, treatment, and disposal facilities to provide sewerage service to 
the City, the community of Templeton, and the California Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation. 
 

2. The Central Coast Water Board adopted revised waste discharge requirements 
regulating the discharge of secondary-treated effluent from the Discharger’s 
wastewater treatment facility to the Salinas River.  These requirements were issued in 
Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. R3-2011-0002 (Order No. R3-2011-0002), 
adopted by the Central Coast Water Board on May 5, 2011.  Order No. R3-2011-0002 
serves as a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit (NPDES 
No. CA0047953).  

 
3. Order No. R3-2011-0002 includes a new effluent limitation for monthly average total 

nitrogen of 10 mg/L as nitrogen (N).  The Discharger cannot currently meet the new 
effluent limitation without significant upgrades to the existing wastewater treatment 
facility. 

 
4. The Discharger is in the midst of implementing a complete wastewater treatment plant 

upgrade.  Planning, design, California Environmental Quality Act compliance and 
permitting for the project are complete.  The 100% design drawings and specifications 
for the project include a biological nutrient removal system that will reportedly enable 
the Discharger to meet the new nitrogen effluent limitation.  The remaining phases of 
the project include securing additional funding, bidding, and construction.   

 
5. The Discharger submitted a technical memorandum to the Central Coast Water Board 

on May 11, 2011, containing a treatment system upgrade project milestone schedule, 
recent effluent data, and a proposed interim total nitrogen effluent limitation in support 
of a time schedule order (or compliance schedule).  The project milestone schedule is 
as follows: 



Order No. R3-2011-0213 -2- July 5, 2011 

 
 

 
Table 1 – Wastewater Treatment System Upgrade Schedule 

 
Project Milestone Completion Date 
1. Adopt City ordinance to increase wastewater facility 

charges (connection fees). 
November 1, 2011 

2. Introduce wastewater rate increases to public and 
begin Proposition 218 process. 

January 1, 2012 

3. Adopt City ordinance to increase wastewater rates. June 1, 2012 
4. Advertise wastewater treatment plant upgrade for 

construction bids. 
November 1, 2012 

5. Award contract and issue notice to proceed (NTP) with 
construction. 

February 1, 2013 

6. Substantial completion of construction (28 months 
after NTP). 

June 1, 2015 

7. Stabilization and optimization of biological nutrient 
removal process.  Full compliance with effluent limits. 

September 1, 2015 

 
The Discharger’s most recent effluent monitoring results for total nitrogen are as 
follows: 

Table 2 – Total Nitrogen Effluent Data 
 

Date Total Nitrogen (mg/L as N) 
October 2009 33 
January 2010 64 
April 2010 26 
July 2010 27 
October 2010 20 
January 2011 44 

 
The 95th percentile of these data is 59 mg/L.  Based on these data the Discharger 
recommended an interim total nitrogen effluent limit of no less than 59 mg/L. 

 
NEED FOR ORDER AND LEGAL BASIS: 
 
6. California Water Code section 13300 authorizes the Central Coast Water Board to 

establish a time schedule of specific actions the Discharger shall take in order to 
correct or prevent a violation of requirements. 

 
7. State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) Resolution No. 2008-0025, 

Policy for Compliance Schedules in National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
Permits, establishes uniform provisions authorizing compliance schedules for NPDES 
permits. 
 

8. The Central Coast Water Board has delegated to its Executive Officer all powers and 
duties authorized by California Water Code section 13223. This power included the 
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authority to issue a time schedule order pursuant to California Water Code section 
13300. 

 
9. The Discharger cannot achieve immediate compliance with the total nitrogen effluent 

limitation in Order No. R3-2011-0002, which is new to the waste discharge 
requirements.  As a result, a discharge of waste from the existing wastewater 
treatment facility is taking place which threatens to violate requirements prescribed by 
the Central Coast Water Board.  Therefore, this Order requires the Discharger to 
undertake actions to comply with the final effluent limitation. 

 
10. Violations of the final effluent limitation for total nitrogen are not subject to California 

Water Code section 13385, subdivisions (h) and (l), as long as the Discharger 
complies with all of the requirements of this time schedule order. 

 
11. This time schedule order requires the Discharger to comply with a compliance 

schedule, which will allow the Discharger to achieve full compliance with the total 
nitrogen effluent limitation in Order No. R3-2011-0002. 

 
12. This enforcement action is taken for the protection of the environment and as such is 

exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (Public 
Resources Code section 21000, et seq.) in accordance with section 15321, Chapter 3, 
Title 14, California Code of Regulations. 

 
13. In accordance with California Water Code section 13167.5, this time schedule order 

was made available for a 30-day public comment period.  A draft of this time schedule 
order was mailed to interested parties and posted on the Central Coast Water Board 
website on May 26, 2011.  No comments were received. 

 
14. Any person aggrieved by this action of the Central Coast Water Board may petition the 

State Water Board to review the action in accordance with California Water Code 
section 13320 and California Code of Regulations, Title 23, section 2050 and 
following.  The State Water Board must receive the petition by 5:00 p.m., 30 days after 
the date of this order, except that if the thirtieth day following the date of the order falls 
on a Saturday, Sunday, or state holiday, the petition must be received by 5:00 p.m. on 
the next business day.  Copies of the law and regulations applicable to filing petitions 
may be found on the internet at the following address or will be provided upon request:  

 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petitions/water_quality 

 
 
 
 
 
 
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, that, pursuant to California Water Code section 13300, the 
City of El Paso de Robles, at its wastewater treatment facility, shall:  

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/public_notices/petitions/water_quality
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1. Comply with an interim monthly average total nitrogen effluent limitation of 59 mg/L 

as nitrogen commencing on the effective date of Time Schedule Order No. R3-2011-
0213. 

 
2. Comply with the following compliance schedule: 
 

Table 3 –Compliance Schedule 
 

Project Milestone  Completion Date 
1. Adopt City ordinance to increase wastewater facility 

charges (connection fees). 
November 1, 2011 

2. Introduce wastewater rate increases to public and 
begin Proposition 218 process. 

January 1, 2012 

3. Adopt City ordinance to increase wastewater rates. June 1, 2012 
4. Advertise wastewater treatment plant upgrade for 

construction bids. 
November 1, 2012 

5. Award contract and issue notice to proceed (NTP) with 
construction. 

February 1, 2013 

a. Submit construction progress report February 1, 2014 
b. Submit construction progress report February 1, 2015 

6. Substantial completion of construction (28 months 
after NTP). 

June 1, 2015 

7. Stabilization and optimization of biological nutrient 
removal process.  Full compliance with effluent limits. 

September 1, 2015 

Note:  Construction progress reports (milestones 5.a and b) included to comply with State Water Board 
Resolution No. 2008-0025 requirements that there shall be no more than one year between interim 
compliance schedule dates.  The two reports shall demonstrate reasonable progress towards completing 
construction activities based on a construction schedule provided by the Discharger as part of the 
progress reports pursuant to project milestones 5.a and b. 

 
3. Achieve full compliance with the average monthly total nitrogen effluent limitation of 10 

mg/L as N pursuant to Order No. R3-2011-0002 by September 1, 2015. 
 
4. The Discharger shall notify the Central Coast Water Board, in writing, no later than 14 

days following each interim date (completion date), of its compliance or 
noncompliance with the interim requirements (project milestone) as specified within 
Table 3 of this time schedule order. 

 
5. If the Discharger fails to comply with any provisions of this time schedule order, the 

Discharger will be subject to mandatory minimum penalties pursuant to California 
Water Code section 13385 for violations of the interim effluent limitation and may be 
subject to administrative civil liability pursuant to California Water Code section 13350 
for failure to meet project milestones by the completion dates specified within Table 3. 
Potential administrative civil liability will be based on the number of days the 
Discharger is late in complying with the compliance schedule and will be inclusive of all 
missed or late project milestones. The Central Coast Water Board may also refer the 
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case to the Attorney General for injunctive and civil monetary remedies, pursuant to 
California Water Code section 13331 and section 13385. 

 
6. The Discharger shall comply with all provisions of Order No. R3-2011-0002 that are 

not in conflict with this Order. 
 
The Executive Officer may modify the time schedule in this Order to permit a specified 
task or tasks to be completed at later dates if the Discharger demonstrates and the 
Executive Officer determines that the delay was beyond the reasonable control of the 
Discharger to avoid.  In addition, the Executive Officer may choose to rescind this time 
schedule order if the Discharger fails to comply with any provision contained herein.   
 
 

           ORDERED BY     
               Roger W. Briggs, Executive Officer 
 
   Date: 7-5-2011 
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