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January 19: The English Major by Jim Harrison

TH E It used to be Cliff and Vivian and now it isn't.” With these words, Jim Harrison begins a riotous,
moving novel that sends a sixty-something man, divorced and robbed of his farm by a
ENGL[SH late-blooming real estate shark of an ex-wife, on a road trip across America, armed with a
childhood puzzle of the United States and a mission to rename all the states and state birds to
overcome the banal names men have given them. Cliff's adventures take him through a
whirlwind affair with a former student from his high school-teacher days twenty-some years
before; to a "snake farm" in Arizona owned by an old classmate; and to the high-octane
o existence of his son, a big-time movie producer who has just bought an apartment over the
i) ence a big vie produc - .
A DA AT Presidio in San Francisco." The English Major is the map of a man's journey into - and out of -
'L-*":"RR—'.] 501\' himself, and it is vintage Harrison: reflective, big-picture American, and replete with wicked
wit.

February 16: Noah’s Compass by Ann Tyler

From the incomparable Anne Tyler, a wise, gently humorous, and deeply compassionate novel
about a schoolteacher, who has been forced to retire at sixty-one, coming to terms with the final
phase of his life. Liam Pennywell, who set out to be a philosopher and ended up teaching fifth
grade, never much liked the job at that run-down private school, so early retirement doesn’t
bother him. But he is troubled by his inability to remember anything about the first night that &
he moved into his new, spare, and efficient condominium on the outskirts of Baltimore. All he
knows when he wakes up the next day in the hospital is that his head is sore and bandaged. His g _
effort to recover the moments of his life that have been stolen from him leads him on an

unexpected detour. What he needs is someone who can do the remembering for him. What he Noah™s
gets is—well, something quite different. We all know a Liam. In fact, there may be a little of BN SIS s} EEL
Liam in each of us. Which is why Anne Tyler’s lovely novel resonates so deeply .

March 15: Destiny of the Republic

James A. Garfield may have been the most extraordinary man ever elected president. Born into
abject poverty, he rose to become a wunderkind scholar, a Civil War hero, and a renowned and
admired reformist congressman. Nominated for president against his will, he engaged in a
fierce battle with the corrupt political establishment. But four months after his inauguration, a
deranged office seeker tracked Garfield down and shot him in the back. The shot didn’t kill
Garfield. The drama of what happened subsequently is a powerful story of a nation in turmoil.
The unhinged assassin’s half-delivered strike shattered the fragile national mood of a country so
& recently fractured by civil war, and left the wounded president as the object of a bitter behind-
™ the-scenes struggle for power—over his administration, over the nation’s future, and, haunting-
ly, over his medical care. A team of physicians administered shockingly archaic treatments, to
disastrous effect. As his condition worsened, Garfield received help: Alexander Graham Bell,
the inventor of the telephone, worked around the clock to invent a new device capable of
finding the bullet. Meticulously researched, epic in scope, and pulsating with an intimate
human focus and high-velocity narrative drive, The Destiny of the Republic will stand alongside
The Devil in the White City and The Professor and the Madman as a classic of narrative history.

Book Club meets 7-8:30 p.m. in the Library Quiet Room.

Call Karen at 237-3870 for more information!



