
RESOLUTION NO. 18-080 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES   
APPROVING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A  COMPREHENSIVE WAYFINDING DIRECTIONAL 

SIGN PROGRAM WITHIN THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY 

MIS 18-03 Citywide 

WHEREAS, Section 21.19.080.C. of the Paso Robles Municipal Code allows for the installation of 
“Directional Signs” upon approval of the City Council and the Streets and Utilities Committee; and 

WHEREAS, since the Streets and Utilities Committee no longer exists, the Planning Commission acts as the 
recommending body to the City Council; and  

WHEREAS, in 2017, the City contracted with Pierre Rademaker Design to develop a Wayfinding Signage 
Program; and  

WHEREAS, Mr. Rademaker has been working with staff and a Wayfinding Stakeholder Group on 
developing the program; and  

WHEREAS, the Stakeholder group has met three times to discuss and provide direction on the Wayfinding 
program; and  

WHEREAS, the Development Review Committee reviewed the Wayfinding program on April 23, 2018 and 
was supportive of the proposed signage design; and  

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed the Wayfinding Signage Program on May 8, 2018 and 
recommended approval with additional Stakeholder Group review of the uniqueness of the sign program 
and the appropriateness of having service club monument signs; and  

WHEREAS, on May 17, 2018 the Stakeholder Group met and recommended the following: 

a. The top of the sign boards be changed to add additional unique features to the signs.

b. All the signs be installed in a single phase.

c. The location of three (3) service club monument signs are appropriate.

WHEREAS, the establishment of a comprehensive Wayfinding Signage Program within the public right-
ofway is categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”); and   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles, as follows: 

Section 1.  All of the above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein by reference. 

Section 2.  Approval.  The City Council of the City of Paso Robles does hereby approve a comprehensive 
Wayfinding Signage Program within the public right-of-way as generally illustrated in Exhibit A and 
subject to the Service Club Emblem Policy described in Exhibit B.    

PASSED AND APPROVED this 5th day of June 2018 by the following Roll Call Vote: 

AYES:  Gregory, Hamon, Reed, Martin 
NOES:  
ABSENT:  Strong 
ABSTAIN: 
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ATTEST: 

Exhibit A- Wayfinding Signage Program 
Exhibit B -- Service Club Emblem Policy 
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Exhibit B 
Draft 6/5/18  

Service Club Emblem Signage Program Policy 
 

THE CITY OF EL PASO ROBLES POLICY  
REGARDING CITY’S SERVICE CLUB EMBLEM SIGNAGE PROGRAM POLICY 

 
 
 
PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this policy is to establish criteria for a City service club signage program that 
allows for local service clubs and organizations to place identification signs or plaques on 
designated service club monuments in the City of El Paso de Robles’ (“City”) located in the 
City’s right-of-way or other public property. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
With very limited exceptions, no signs other than government signs are allowed in the City’s  
rights of way or on public property. (See City’s Municipal Code, Chapter 21.19, Signs, and 
Chapter 11.30, Street Furniture.)  The City is installing one or more service club monuments in 
its rights of way or on other public property.  By long-standing case law and the City’s own 
regulations, the City may engage in its own messaging on its property exempt from such 
regulations.  In this instance, the City wishes to allow some limited speech on designated  service 
club monuments in order to facilitate communication with the community regarding certain 
kinds of programs and services available to it. 
 
The City is fortunate to have a number of established local service clubs and organizations which 
benefit the public interest by providing services, activities and programs to the community 
without which those burdens might fall to government or go unaddressed.  For example, some 
organizations provide services to the homeless or engage veterans in activities, while others 
maintain historical information, documents, and photographs.  In addition, these established local 
service clubs or organizations foster a sense of civic pride and commitment within the 
community. 
 
The City wishes to establish a Service Club Signage Program allowing a limited number of local 
service club or organizations to affix identification emblems or plaques meeting criteria specified 
in this policy in order to alert the community that services, activities and programs provided by 
these clubs and organizations are available within the City.  
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
"Monument sign means a City approved freestanding identification monument sign that is set on 
an architecturally integrated base structure on City property.” (City Code Section 21.19.030 (Y)) 
 
Service Club Sign:  A logo emblem or placard style sign, with no electronic or flashing or 
mechanical or moving components, identifying a Local Service Club or Organization, made of 
painted metal, signage grade polyurethane foam or similar materials not exceeding 24 inches by 
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Exhibit B 
Draft 6/5/18  

Service Club Emblem Signage Program Policy 
 

24 inches in size.  The manufacturing, installation and maintenance cost of the shall be the 
responsibility of the individual service club.  Refer to Exhibit A showing an example of an 
acceptable format.  
 
Local Service Club or Organization:  means a voluntary, non-profit, secular club or organization 
formed by and for primarily a community service purpose where members meet regularly in the 
City of Paso Robles to perform charitable or community service works (generally services, 
activities, or programs) either by direct hands-on efforts or by raising money for other 
organizations.  The club or organizations must have a club or organization office located within 
the City for at least five (5) years, a history of public service within the City for at least five (5) 
years, and a history of conducting club or organization meetings on a minimum basis of monthly 
and within the City for at least five (5) years. 
 
POLICY 
 
City service club monument signs emblems may be installed and displayed to the public, subject 
to:  
 

1) A City service club monument sign must be located on a City right of way, or on 
property owned by the City, or on property where the City holds the present right of 
possession and control. 

 
2) The service club monument sign must remain under the direct control of the City at 

all times. 
 

3) The service club monument sign may provide space on its surface for Community 
Signs for Local Service Club or Organizations and these signs must meet the size and 
material qualifications set forth herein, thereby alerting residents to their presence and 
available services and activities within the City.  

 
4) The number of permissible Community Signs on a service club monument is limited 

to 12 emblems.  Installation of additional emblems require City Council approval 
based on space available on the monument sign.   

 
5) All eligible organizations may submit a request to have one Community Sign 

Emblem affixed to each of the City monuments the City has designated for such 
displays. If there are more applicants than space available the decision will be made 
by lottery. When all designated available space is used, a waiting list will be 
established for new applicants who will be selected in chronological order based on 
longest time on the waiting list. 

 
6) A time limit for each Community Sign is established at five (5) years at which time; 

the City may remove the Community Sign and return it to the Local Service Club or 
Organization. 
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Exhibit B 
Draft 6/5/18  

Service Club Emblem Signage Program Policy 
 

a. Prior to installation, the Local Service Club or Organization must waive 
any claims to damage against the City as a result of the Community Sign 
being affixed, maintained, or removed from the City’s monument sign 

b. This time limit will allow other clubs and organizations to have an 
opportunity to have its Community Sign placed on a City Monument.   

A Local Service Club or Organization may apply for an extension to allow the 
emblem to remain an additional 5-years.  There is no limit on the number of 
extensions that may be requested.   

 
7) The service club monument may be used to affix a sign or emblem of a Local Service 

Club or Organization that includes these elements, and nothing else: name, logo and 
motto.  The following will not be allowed:  

a. Signage promoting or advertising individual commercial businesses or 
group of businesses  

b. Any non-secular entities or organizations  
c. Any advertising for hire.  
d. Any commercial speech. 

 
8) The City may designate or undesignated service club monuments for the Community 

Signage Program and may discontinue this program at any time for any reason or for 
no reason. A participant in the program will not be reimbursed for buying or causing 
to be made a sign which the City chooses not to affix to its monument or because the 
City discontinues its program or due to any other change the City may make 
regarding this program. 
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Exhibit B 
Draft 6/5/18  

Service Club Emblem Signage Program Policy 
 

Exhibit A - Example of Acceptable Service Club Emblem Format 
 
 

 

Allowable Local Service Club or Organization 
Emblem: 

· Made of painted metal, signage grade 
polyurethane foam or similar material. 

· Not to exceed 24 inches by 24 inches 
in size.   

· The manufacturing, installation and 
maintenance cost of the shall be the 
responsibility of the individual service 
club or organization 
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May 25, 2018 

Re: Wayfinding Signage 

Honorable Mayor and Councilmembers, 

The Paso Robles Chamber of Commerce is pleased to have participated In a number of stal<eholder 

workshops offered by the City to solicit input regarding the proposed city-wide wayfinding signage 

system. The scope of our input included signage locations and design. 

Locals that are familiar with our community may not think about the challenges visitors face when 

travelling to our area for the first time. Yet, those outside of our region ofteh report having difficulty 

getting around town and finding our visitor's center- even with GPS assistance. Chamber Staff 

frequently receives comments from visitors describing the difficulties they face finding our downtown. 

The easier it is for visitors to identify where Paso Robles attractions and amenities are, the more likely 

they will spend time and money as well as discover destinations they may not have previously been 

aware of. When our first-tirne visitors have a great experience, chances are they will find themselves 

wanting to frequent Paso Robles more often. 

In addition to the potential positive economic effect wayfinding signage may have on our community, 

signage helps to reinforce our City's identity and brand. Creating a consistent message through the city's 

brand will influence public perception and will make private investment attractive. Further, wayfinding 

signage will support-tourism activities and will provide citizens with a sense of civic pride. 

We know that visitors and loca ls will benefit from the proposed wayfinding program to improve their 

experience travelling from point A to point B successfully, without frustration, anxiety, or disorientation. 

The Paso Robles Chamber of Commerce encourages the City to move forward with the city-w ide 

wayfinding program as expeditiously and feasibly as possible. 

Thank you, 

Josh Cross 

Director of Economic Development 

Paso Robles Chamber of Commerce 

1225 Park Street 

Paso Robles, CA 93446 
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Paso Robles Main Street Association 
835 12th St. Suite D, Paso Robles, CA 93446 805-238-4103 Fax 805-238-4029 

March 23, 2018 

Warren Frace 

Community Development Director 

City of El Paso de Robles 

1000 Spring Street 

Paso Robles, CA 93446 

Dear Mr. Frace: 

As a member of the city's Wayfinding and Signage Committee, I am writing in support 

of the Monument Signs with local service club emblems displayed, and the downtown 

directional signs as presented to the Committee. 

Please contact me if I can be of further assistance. 

Sincerely, 

~ Q . ~ 

Norma Moye 
Executive Director 

NM:gp 
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