
RESOLUTION NO: 96-55 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES 
GRANTING A NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT 93-07 
FOR BIKEPATH IMPROVEMENTS 

WHEREAS, the City proposes to consln~ a bikepath from the intersection of Creston Road and 
Melody Drive to the intersection of Navajo Avenue and South River Road, and 

WHEREAS, the level of improvements vary along the proposed bLkepath as follows: 

From Creston Road, southbound on Melody Drive to the western terminus of 
Lana Street, stripe a bikepath within the existing street (Class II Bikepath); 

~¢gilXtat~ From the terminus of Lana Street to Centennial Park (along existing bikepath), 
widen the existing b'tkepath to ten feet with two foot wide shoulders on each side (Class I 
B th); 

From Centennial Park to Navajo Avenue, construct a ten foot wide paved 
bikepath with two foot wide shoulders on each side along the existing sewer access road 
(Class I Bikepath). This proposed segment would necessitate a mid-block crossing of 
Nickerson Drive at the southern edge of Centennial Park; 

From Navajo Avenue to South River Road, stripe a bikepath within the 
existing street (Class H Bikepath); and 

WHEREAS, an Initial Study has been prepared for this project (see attached) in accordance with 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and 

WHEREAS, at its meeting of May 7, 1996, the City Counc'fl found that there was no substantial 
evidence that this project would have sionificant adverse effects on the environment provided that 
the mitigation mensm'es described in the Initial Study are implemented for the project, and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the proposed bikepath is consistent with the City's General 
Plan and Bi~path Plan, and 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, based on their independent judgment the City Council 
of the City of E1 Paso De Roblas hereby grants a Negative Declaration for Deparhaent of Public 
Works Project 93-07 in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act subject to 
completion of the following mitigation measures: 

I. Installation of traffic safety devices such as the following: 

a. Provide a cross-walk where the b'fl~th crosses Nickerson Drive; 

b. Provide traffic warning signs and pavement markings advising motorists of the 
approaching cross-walk; 

C. Paint the curb red for sufficient distances on either side of the cross-walk to prevent 
on-street parking, which would reduce motorists' visibility of crossing bicycles. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 7th day of May, 1996 by the following roll call vote: 

AYES: HEGGARTY, IVERSEN, MACKLIN 

NOES: PICANCO 

ABSENT: MARTIN 

' 

MAYOR ~TC~L~ER J. MACKLIN- 

ATTEST: 

RICHARD J. RAMIRF~z, CITY MANAGER/CITY CLERK 
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INITIAL STuuY 

DATE: 
FILE #: 
APPLICATION: 

APPLICANT: 

Anril I0. 1996 
Department of Public Works Pro@ect 93-07 
Bikenath connectina Creston Road at Melody to Cen- 
tennial Park and to South River Road at NavaSo Avenue 
City-Initiated 

i. PROJRCT DESCRII~rION AND LOCATION: Attached. 
2. ~VIROK'MRN"pA%L SETTING: Attached. 
3. ID~T~FICAT~ OF ENVTRn~W~mqTAL EFFECTS : Please see attached Initial 

Study Checklist. 
4. DISCUSSION OF STGI~IFYCAWT ~ R n ~ A L  EFFEC'P.q : 

If any of the items on the Initial Study Checklist are marked "Yes/Maybe,,, 
please see the attached Analysis for discussion and recommendations for 
mitigation or further environmental study. 

5. consisTencY oF PROLTRCT WITH. RYT.qTIIqG G~/ERAL PLAN. ZONTI~G ALTD OTHER 

This project is consistent with the City's General Plan, Zoning 
Ordinance and other land use controls. 

~ This project involves a request to change the General Plan, Zoning 
I I Ordinance, and/or other land use controls. 

6. PERSONS PARTICIPATIIqG I"~ ~-mK PREPARATION OF ~TS Iq%vITIAL STL~: 

Bruce Ru~kinaham. AmRociate p1mmn~r 

Ditaa RsDeran~a. City Rnq4~*~E 

7. D~R~LT/~2~: On the basis of this Initial Study: 

i i I find that the proposed project could not have a significant effect 
I I on the environment, and a Negative Declaration will be prepared. 

I find that, although the proposed project could have a significant 
effect on the environment, there will not be a significant effect in 
this case because the mitigation measures described on the attached 
Discussion of Environmental Evaluation have been added to the 
project. A Negative Declaration will be prepared. 

I find that there is insufficient information to determine whether 

the proposed project could have a significant effect on the 
environment and that the applicant needs to provide additional 
information in the fore of an expanded initial study. 

I find that the proposed project could have a significant effect 
on the environment, and recommend that an Environmental Impact 
Report be prepared. 

Bruce Buckingham , 
Associate Planner 



INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST 

FILE #: Department of Public Works Project 93-07 

APPLICATION: Bikepath connecting Creston Road at Melody Drive to Centennial 
Park and to south River Road at Navajo Avenue 

APPLICANT: City-Initiated 

This Initial Study Checklist was completed by reviewing the project application 
in light of the following: 

a. The city's General Plan, M%u%icipal Code and adopted Standards; 

b. Environmental information and studies maintained by the City; 

c. Consultation, whannecessary, with Responsible and Truste~Agencies,'as 
defined by CEQA, and other interested parties; 

d. Observation of the project site in the field. 

All items checked "Yes/Maybe" will be discussed in the section entitled 
"Analysis" attached to this checklist. 

If an item is checked "NO", the project will either not have a significant 
effect on the environment, or, any potential significant effects will be 
mitigated by standard conditions of development required by the City. 

Item 

I. 
a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

2. 

a° 

b. 
c. 

d. 
e. 
f. 

~vlroz~m~ntal I~ct 
I 

Alteration of present or planned land I 
use in an area .................................. I ............. 
Compatibility with existing or planned land I 

uses in an area ................................. I ............. 
Alteration of location, dlstrJJm~tion, density I 
or population growth rate of an area ............ ~ ............. 
Affect existing housingor create demand for I 
additional housing .............................. ~ ............. 
Airport Land Use Plan ........................... I ............. 

CIRCtTLATIOH/~NSPORTATION: 1 
I 

Traffic generation .............................. I ..... XX ...... 
Traffic access, movement, hazards ............... I ..... XX ...... 
Pedestrian, bicycle systems .................. ~-.I ..... XX ...... 
Parking facilities .............................. I ............. 
Emergency vehicle access ........................ I ............. 
Air, rail operations ............................ I ............. 
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Item 

3 .  

a °  

b .  

C .  

d .  

4 .  

a ,  

b .  

c .  

e .  

S .  

a °  

h .  

C .  

d .  

6 .  

a °  

b .  
c .  

d .  

7 .  

a0 

h. 
C. 

d. 
e. 

f. 
g. 

h. 

i. 
J. 

Environmental Impact No 

Unstable earth, changes in geological 
substructures ................................................ 

Changes to soil strata (disruption, 

displacement, compaction, etc.) .............................. 

Exposure of people or property to landslides 

and seismic hazards ............................. I ............. 

Increase in soil erosion ..................................... 

SDRPACEAND SUBSUR~ACEWATER: 

~-nges to groundwater flows ................................. 

Groundwater quality and quantity ............................. 

Streamcourse alteration and siltation ........................ 

Increase in runoff, storm draimage impac~ ..................... 

Other water-related impacts .................................. 

VRGRTATYON AND ~!~IMAL LIFE: 

Oak trees ............................................ XX ...... 

Other vegetation concerns .................................... 

Wildlife habitats ............................................. 

Other wildlife concerns ...................................... 

I 

Creation of air emissions ....................... I ..... XX ...... 

Creation of objectionable odors .............................. 

Alteration of air movement patterns .......................... 

Other air quality concerns ................................... 

Pt~BLIC SERVICES AND DTILITTRR: 

Fire protection .............................................. 

Police protection ............................................ 

Water service ................................................ 

Sewer service ................................................ 

Street maintenance ........................................... 

Other governmental services .................................. 
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SO. California Gas Co ........................................ 

Sonic Cable TV, Pacific Bell ................................. 

Solid waste disposal ......................................... 
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Item 

8. 

e• 

b. 
c. 

d. 
e. 

9. 

a. 

b. 
c. 

I0. 

~ao 

b. 
c. 

ii. 

a• 

b. 

12. 

a• 

b. 

13. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

Rnvlronmental Inroact 

I 

N o i s e :  C r e a t i o n  o f  o r  e x p o s u r e  t o  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ] 
L i g h t  & G l a r e :  C r e a t i o n  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ] . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
E l e c t r ~ g n e t [ c  d i s t u r b a n c e ,  r a d i a t i o n  . . . . . . . . . .  ] . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
H e a l t h  h a z a r d s :  C r e a t i o n  o f  o r  e x ' p o s u r e  t o  . . . . . .  ] . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
F i r e ,  E x p l o s i o n ,  C h e m i c a l  s p i l i  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I 

V i s ~ l l y - s e n s i t i v e  a r e a  o r  c o r r i d o r  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ] . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Hillside, grading issues ........................ I ............. 
Other aesthetic concerns ........................ I ............. 

I 

~ .  P~RC~RATIO~. AND OP~qSP~: ] 
f 

Impact on public ~ perks and recreatio~...'~ ...... ]~7~.~]T-~.... 
Generates need for private recreation ........... ] ............. 
Need to maintain open space ..................... ] ............. 

I 

~ILTDRAL. HTRTORTCAL. AND .~D~T.T~ROL(~I~ILT.: [ 
I 

Historic and/or cultural sites .................. I ............. 
Ar~h-eological sites ............................ I ............. 

NA-I~JW3~L RRROr~C~ AND ~ v :  

Natural resources supply ........................ 
Energy supply ........................... ...... .. 

Potential to degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the habitat 
of a wildlife species, cause wildlife 
population to drop below eelf-eusta4-4-g 
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
c~.~unity, reduce th6 number or restrict the 
range of a rare or endangered plant or enimal, 
or eliminate important ewa-Tles of the ma~or 

periods of California history or prAh~etory ..... I 

Potential to achieve s~rt-term, to the 
disadvantage of long-term , environmental goals.. 

Impacts which are individually limited, but 
cumulatively considerable ....................... 

substantial adverse effects on human beings, 
either directly or indirectly ................... 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT 93-07 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

The City proposes to construct a bikepath from the inmrsection of Cmston Road and Melody Drive 
to the intersection of Navajo Avenue and South River Road. The lwel of improvements vary along 
the proposed blkqmth as follows: 

From Creston Road, southbound on Melody Drive to the western terminus of Lana 
Street, stripe a bikepath within the existing street (Class II Bikepath); 

From the t~m~inus of Lana Street to Centennial Park (along existing bikqmth), widen 
the ~/~isting bikepath to ton feet with two foot wide shoulders on each side (Class I Bikepath); 

From Ccntennlal Park to Navajo Avenue, consmact a ten foot wide paved bikepath 
with two foot wide shoulders on each side along the existing ~ ar~ss toad (Class I Bikcpath). 
This proposed segment would necessitate a mid-block crossing of Nickerson Drive at the southern 
edge of Centennial Park; 

From Navajo Avcaue to South River Road, stripe a bikepath within the existing street 
(Class II Bik~aath). 

~ O N M E N T A L  SEI-IING: 

~g12~,.1.: This segment is within an existing asphalt paved right-of-way. 

~,gmgilt_2: This svernent passes through an open space oorddor oonsisfin~ of oak-oovered slopes 
adjacent to a seasonal creek. Single family residenlial development is beyond the open space are& 
This segment is cta'tc~y developed with an approximate sowa to eight foot wide asphalt bikepath. 
The proposed widonln~ to ten feet with two foot wide shoulders on each side would not displace 
any significant vegetadon. 

~41~,~3.: This segment passes through an open space corridor consisting of oak-covered hillsides 
adjacent to a seasonal creek. Single family residential developmem is beyond the open space are~ 
There is an existing ~ access road which is presently graded and based. The proposed ten foot 
wide bikcpath with two foot wide shoulders on each side would not displaee any significant 
vegetation. 

J~e¢~,_4: This segment is within an existing asphalt paved fight-of-way. 

h:\bmce~eis\bikepath~bgi 



DISCUSSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS FOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT 93-07 

1. Items 2a (traffic ~eneration~ and 2c (bicycle systems): The provision of the proposed Class I 
and Class II bikeway would contribute to the extensive bikeway system proposed by the City's 
Bikeways Plan, which will, hopefully, encourage use of bicycles as an alternative mode of 
transportation to the car, thereby reducing traffic. 

. Item 2b (traffic access, movement, bA~rds): The proposed bikcImth would cross Nickcrson 
Drive in a mid-block location, which could expose riders to conflicts with cars. This situation 
could be mitigated with the following: 

a .  

b. 

Provide a cross-walk where the bikepath crosses Nickerson Drive; 

Provide traffic warning s J ~  and pavement m,rldn~ advising motorists of the 
approaching eross-,,m~lk; 

C. Paint the curb red for sufficient distances on either side of the cross-walk m prevent 
on-street parking, which would reduce motorists' visibility of crossing bicycles. 

3. Item 6a (creation of air emi~ions~: Encouragement of bicycles as an alternative mode of 
transportation, as discussed in item #1, above, will also have beneficial ¢ffects on air quality. 

Provided that appropriate measures are taken to ensure the safety of riders crossing Nickcrson 
Drive, the proposed bikzpath will not have any significant effect on the environment 

h:\bruce~is\blkepath\envdis 
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