
Council Agenda Report

From: Christopher Alakel, Water and Streets Division Manager 

Subject: The Impact of State-Mandated Restrictions on Indoor Water Use 

Date: June 19, 2018  

Facts 
1. California Gov. Jerry Brown signed two bills, SB 606 and AB 1668, into law on May 31. They are

intended to help the state better prepare for droughts and climate change by establishing statewide
water efficiency standards.

2. "In preparation for the next drought and our changing environment, we must use our precious
resources wisely. We have efficiency goals for energy and cars – and now we have them for water,"
Brown said.

3. SB 606 by State Sen. Robert Hertzberg (D-Van Nuys) and AB 1668 by Assembly Member Laura
Friedman (D-Glendale) set guidelines for efficient water use and a framework for the implementation
and oversight of the new standards, which must be in place by 2022. The two bills:
• Outline a new framework for establishing water use goals, monitoring water use, and planning for

drought
• Establish an indoor residential water use standard of 55 gallons per person per day until 2025,

52.5 gallons per person per day from 2025 to 2030, and 50 gallons per person per day beginning
in 2030

• Require the State Board to adopt standards for outdoor residential water use, outdoor non-
residential use, and water loss by June 30, 2022

• Incentivize water suppliers to use recycled water
• Require both urban and agricultural water suppliers to set annual water budgets and prepare for

drought
4. The State has traditionally required cities and other urban water suppliers to report the gallons per

capita per day (GPCD) figures as a measure of water use.  The GPCD was part of the measure used
to determine the mandatory percent reduction in water use for the 2015 State-mandated drought
restrictions.

5. The City will be required to address these new regulations through the Urban Water Management
Plan (UWMP) and the Water Shortage Contingency Plan that will be included as part of the UWMP,
and annual reports.

6. The City’s estimated indoor residential water use amounts are very close to the indoor residential
standards we would need to reach by 2025, based on the lowest winter consumption numbers as
follows:

a. 2015: 64.4 gpcd
b. 2016: 56.5 gpcd
c. 2017: 54.5 gpcd

7. While we are close to achieving the indoor residential water use standard, the new legislation aims to
establish additional conservation standards for outdoor landscape irrigation, distribution system water
loss, and non-residential usage.

Options 
1. Take no action;
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2. Direct staff  to continue to monitor City water use and the State’s development of standards and 
methodologies that will be proposed for adoption by the State Legislature, and to make 
recommendations to the City Council at a future meeting; 

3. Provide alternative direction to staff. 
 
Analysis and Conclusions  
California is a State with large areas of dry climate.  Many of these areas are particularly prone to extended 
periods of drought, which can put a strain on water supplies.  In response to Governor Brown’s 2016 
order to “make conservation a California way of life,” the State Legislature adopted Senate Bill 606 and 
Assembly Bill 1668, which address residential indoor water use and outline a new framework for 
establishing water conservation goal and reporting progress toward these goals. The State Water Quality 
Control Board, and the State Department of Water Resources are now charged with implementing the 
bills.  The State will adopt standards for outdoor water use and water loss, and establish protocols for 
calculating new water use targets for each urban water supplier, which will replace existing long-term 
conservation goals (20-percent reduction by 2020 goals).  The state will also establish new requirements 
for water shortage contingency planning and consideration of longer periods of drought in UWMPs. 
Once the state adopts these standards and protocols, the City will be required to update the UWMP in 
two to three years and identify how the City will comply with the new mandates.   
 
There is likely to be one section of rules for existing residences and a second for new residential 
development.  It is crucial that both existing and new residences in the City be able to meet their 
particular standards.  Given the current proposals being considered for housing projects in the 
Beechwood/Olsen/Chandler Ranch specific plan areas, it will be necessary to ensure that a great deal of 
attention is paid by the EIR consultants for all such new residential development.   
 
Fiscal Impact  
No fiscal impact at this time.  There may be some impacts in future years depending on how the rules to 
implement this unfunded mandate are written. 
 
Recommendation – Option 2 
Direct staff to develop a plan to comply with the new laws and rules, and ensure that analysis of proposed 
housing developments addresses these new requirements. 
 
Attachments 
None  
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