
CCouncil Agenda Report

From: Freda Berman, Maintenance Superintendent 

Subject: Landscape and Lighting District and Drainage Maintenance District Assessment 
Engineering Services 

Date: October 3, 2017 

Facts 
1. The El Paso de Robles Landscape and Lighting District No. 1 (LLD) is comprised of 147 sub-areas

of which 113 are grouped into 14 different benefit zones.  These sub-areas identify the properties
within a particular commercial development or residential subdivision that benefit from
improvements installed in connection with the development of those properties or directly benefit
those properties.

2. The El Paso de Robles Drainage Maintenance District No. 2008-1 (DMD) is comprised of a planned
residential development designated as parcel map PR03-0338 – Ashwood Place.  It has been
determined that improvements are required and necessary for the orderly development of the parcels
and land within the development.

3. Property owners in both the LLD and the DMD are assessed annually for necessary maintenance of
the designated improvements.  A professional assessment engineering firm works closely with City
staff to develop the annual assessment budgets, provide development review and monitoring support
services and District formation/annexation services.

4. The current contract for LLD/DMD assessment engineering services expires this year.  Staff issued a
RFP soliciting qualified proposals.  Four firms responded – Willdan Financial Services, SCI
Consulting Group, David Taussig & Associates and Albert A. Webb Associates.

5. Three firms, Willdan, Taussig and Webb, were invited to participate in a panel interview with staff
representing Community Development, Community Services, Public Works and Administrative
Services.

6. The City currently contracts with Willdan Financial Services for assessment engineering services and
is very satisfied with their performance.  Although all three candidates demonstrated the technical
capabilities to provide services for the LLD and DMD, Willdan demonstrated the best understanding
of the Paso Robles LLD and DMD as well as a firm commitment to work to provide a high level of
customer service to both City staff and the public.

Options 
1. Take no action.
2. Approve an agreement with Willdan Financial Services.  Duration of the initial contract term is six

years with renewal provisions for two two-year extensions, by mutual consent, for a total of 10 years.
3. Direct staff to pursue a different LLD/DMD assessment engineering approach.

Analysis and Conclusions 
The Landscape and Lighting District and Drainage Maintenance District are challenged by ongoing cost 
increases in water, electric and landscape maintenance rates.  Willdan Financial Services is completely 
familiar with the peculiarities of the Districts and is best equipped to continue a consistent level of 
assessment engineering services. 
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Fiscal Impact  
The Landscape and Lighting District budget contains sufficient funding and no additional allocation is 
necessary. 
 
Annual District Administration Services* 
Landscape and Lighting District    $22,000 
Drainage Maintenance District    $  1,000 
 
District Formation/Annexation & Assessment Engineering** 
Development Review and Monitoring Support  no charge 
Assessment District Formation    $15,000 - $24,000 
Assessment District Annexation    $  8,500 - $12,500 
Consulting Services for New/Increased Assessments $10,000 - $35,000 
 
*The annual administration fee after the initial year is subject to an increase and will not exceed the 
change in the annual Consumer Price Index for the applicable region. 
**if requested 
 
Recommendation 
Authorize the City Manager to enter into an agreement with Willdan Financial Services for Landscape and 
Lighting District and Drainage Maintenance District Assessment Engineering Services at an annual cost 
of $23,000.  Duration of the initial contract term is six years with renewal provisions for two, two-year 
extensions, by mutual consent, for a total of 10 years. 
 
Attachments 
1. Willdan Financial Services proposal 
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