
46 East / Airport Road 
Circulation Issues and Options

City Council Study Session

September 15, 2016

Supplemental Study Session Information:

This Sept. 15, 2016 presentation is provided as background briefing 
information for the May 24, 2017 Study Session.  The Study Session will 
build on the information contained in this presentation.  



Welcome & Introductions

 Warren Frace – Community Development Director
 Dick McKinley – Public Works Director
 John Falkenstien – City Engineer
 Ditas Esperanza – Capital Projects Engineer 
 Joe Fernandez – Traffic Engineer (consultant)
 Rich Murphy - SLOCOG
 John DiNunzio - SLOCOG



Study Session Purpose
 Part 1 - Highway 46 East History / Caltrans
 Part 2 - NE Development Potential 
 Part 3 - Union Rd. / 46E interchange process
 Part 4 - Circulation Element Options

Council Discussion and Direction

Workshop Format – Council questions any time
Public Comment at the end of each section



Acronyms / Terms
 PSR / PDS – Project Study Report  / Project Development Study 
 PAED – Project Approval and Environmental Document
 PSE – Project Specifications and Estimates
 Caltrans – California Department of Transportation
 SLOCOG - San Luis Obispo Council of Governments
 DIF - Development Impact Fees / AB1600 
 CEQA - California Environmental Quality Act
 TDM – Transportation Demand Management
 LOS – level of service 
 Warrants 
 Circulation Element 
 NE Quadrant



PART 1 –
46 EAST HISTORY



1948 / 1964 Freeway Agreement
 Agreement w/ San Luis Obispo County 
 State pays for freeway
 Agreement may be modified



2001 Caltrans
46E Corridor Study
 Parallel Route option
 Expressway option
 Freeway option
 Northern Bypass Freeway option



2003 Caltrans
Route 46 Improvement Project
 Unique I-5 to US 101 east-west interconnect
 Focus Route of State’s 

Interregional Transportation Strategic Plan 
(1 of 10 in State)

 Interstate Shipping Corridor

 Airport Road to I-5
 Safety Improvements 
 Congestion Relief 
 4 lane Expressway



Golden Hill & Buena Vista Signals
 Signals installed by City
 Caltrans opposed installation
 Legislative Relief required

Buena Vista Road 
1998 installation for 
Cuesta College Campus

Golden Hill Road
1980s installation 



2006-14 City / SLOCOG
Dual Lefts 46E / 101
 Operational Improvement
 Funding Opportunity



2007 Caltrans Letter 

 2030 General Plan 
underestimated traffic

 City traffic will create 
significant impacts

 6 lane freeway required
 Signals at 46E / Airport Rd 

not feasible
 Interchange required 



2008 City 
Parallel Route Study 



2009 Caltrans
46E Comprehensive Study
 Union Rd right-of-way 

preservation for grade 
separated interchange

 Funding Strategy
 Parallel Local Streets 
 Enhance TDM, bike and 

pedestrian facilities



2011 City
Circulation Element Amendment



2011 City
Circulation Element Amendment

Parallel Routes



Public Comments



PART 2 –
NORTHEAST QUADRANT 
DEVELOPMENT 
POTENTIAL



NE Quadrant



Land Division 
Patterns



Relatively flat



General Plan



Circulation Element



Development 
Projects



Public Comments



PART 3 
UNION RD / 46E 
INTERCHANGE PROCESS



2011-14 City 
PSR / PDS Process
 Next Step following 2009 Corridor Study
 Council Authorization - May 17, 2011
 Approved by Caltrans – April 17, 2014
 Funding
◦ SLOCOG SHA Grant $210,290
◦ Regency Center Mitigation $250,000
◦ Total $460,290



Study Area



Study Area



PSR Alternatives

1. No Build
2. Signal
3. Roundabout (2 lane)
4. Overcrossing
5. Half Clover-leaf Interchange



Signal / Roundabout Alternatives

 Non-viable options:
◦ Alt 2 - Signalized Intersection
◦ Alt 3 - Roundabout

 Inadequate Future Traffic LOS
 Fails within 20 years



Viable Alternatives

4. Overcrossing
5. Half Clover-leaf Interchange



2015 – today
PAED Process
 Next Step following 2014 PSR - PDS
 Council Authorization – Sept. 15, 2015
 Mott McDonald consultant under 

contract
 Funding
◦ SLOCOG - STIP funds $450,000
◦ City DIF $500,000
◦ Total $950,000



PAED Alternatives

1. Overcrossing
2. Half Clover-leaf Interchange
3. Undercrossing (Huer Huero Creek)



Alt 1 - Overcrossing



Alt 2 – Half Cover-leaf



Alt 3 – Undercrossing 
Huer Huero Creek 

Existing Huer Huero 
Creek Bridges



Public Comments



PART 4 –
CIRCULATION 
ELEMENT UPDATE



Circulation 
Element



2011Circulation Element 
Parallel Routes

Parallel Routes



Circulation Element Alternative
Focused Parallel Routes

Parallel Routes

Huer Huero Creek 
bikeway to Barney 

Schwartz Park



Needs List Cost Estimates



Development 
Impact Fees / 
Project Needs 
List 



2015 Impact Fee Schedule



Housing Constraints and Opportunities 
Committee Review 

$83,000,000 in DIF Projects in NE 
Quadrant



Street 
Improvements

Huer Huero 
Creek 

Future Creek 
Crossing –

City Project

Erskine Parkway 
Dedication / 
Improvements

Connector Road 
right-of-way 



Arizona Crossing Option

 Must be least damaging alternative



Golden Hill Bridge / 
Dry Creek Connection option
 $18,000,000 project – 750± daily trips



Possible Next Steps

1. Circulation Element Amendment
2. Revised Project Needs List 
3. Updated Cost Estimates
4. New Development Impact Fees 



Public Comments



Council Discussion and Direction






