
CCouncil Agenda Report

From: Freda Berman, Maintenance Superintendent 

Subject: Contract for Open Space Disking & Trimming 

Date: April 4, 2017 

Facts 
1. The City of Paso Robles requires all privately owned open space properties within City limits to

be disked, mowed and/or trimmed by June 1 of each year for fire prevention and aesthetic
purposes.  City-owned open spaces are subject to the same requirement.

2. Approximately 178 acres of City open space property is affected by this requirement.
3. Requirements for weed abatement have changed significantly over the past few years.  The

California Department of Fish and Wildlife has termed 24 of the total 44 City weed abatement
sites “regulated,” and as such must abide by permit conditions set forth in the City’s Streambed
Alteration Agreement for Annual Drainage and Basin Maintenance.

4. The Streambed Alteration Agreement outlines extensive contractor requirements for personnel
training, vehicle and equipment maintenance, wildlife protection and reporting.

5. Bid documents for Open Space Disking & Trimming were prepared and advertised for bid on
February 8, 2017.

6. One bid was received and opened on March 23, 2017 as follows:
Martinelli Landscape Construction, Inc. $53,584 

Options 
1. Do nothing;
2. Award a contract for open space disking & trimming to Martinelli Landscape Construction, Inc.;
3. Direct staff to pursue a different approach.

Analysis and Conclusions 
Weed abatement on all properties, including City-owned properties, must be complete by June 1 each year 
and serves to decrease wildfire risk.  California Department of Fish and Wildlife regulations have affected 
the work requirements for weed abatement on regulated sites, mandating the contractor performing the 
work to fulfill expanded requirements. 

Staff reviewed the low bid from Martinelli Landscape Construction, Inc. and found it to be a responsive 
and responsible bid. 

Fiscal Impact  
City Council originally allocated $45,000 for this work when it was first specified in 2007.  That allocation 
was not fully spent each year, and the budget was reduced. The available General Fund Drainage-
Watershed-Undeveloped Property Maintenance budget for this work is $25,000.   

Four of the weed abatement sites included in this scope of work are Reservoir or Wells sites.  Water funds 
necessary for this portion of the project are estimated at $1,800 and reside in that budget 

The current bid of $53,584 is nearly $3,000 less than the bid for the same scope of work last year. 

The balance of project funding will be found in other program areas that are running under budget. 
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A project budget comprised of the bid amount ($53,584) and 5% contingency ($2,590) is proposed: 

 
 Amount Funding 
Project Budget $56,174 $25,000 Drainage Funds 
  $1,800 Water Fund 
  $29,374 Reallocated 

 
Recommendation 
1. Approve a project budget of $56,174 comprised of the contract amount and a contingency to account 

for unexpected conditions. 
2. Authorize the City Manager to enter into an agreement for Open Space Disking & Trimming with 

Martinelli Landscape Construction, Inc. in the amount of $53,584. 
3. Authorize the City Manager and City Attorney to make minor modifications to the agreement, as 

needed, fully consistent with overall Council direction. 
 
Attachments 
1. Resolution 
2. Bid – Martinelli Landscape Construction, Inc. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 17-XXX  
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES  
AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR OPEN SPACE DISKING & TRIMMING 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Paso Robles requires all privately owned open space properties within City limits 
to be disked, mowed and/or trimmed by June 1 of each year for fire prevention and aesthetic purposes; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, City-owned open spaces are subject to the same requirement; and  
 
WHEREAS, the maintenance contract was advertised for bid, and at the bid opening on March 23, 2017, 
one bid was received -- $53,584; and  
 
WHEREAS, the bid received from Martinelli Landscape Construction, Inc. is a responsive and 
responsible bid; and 
 
WHEREAS, the current General Fund maintenance budget for this work is $25,000; and 
 
WHEREAS, a project budget of $56,174 is established comprised of the bid amount and 5% contingency 
for unexpected conditions. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES DOES 

HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1. All of the above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein by reference. 
 
Section 2.  The City Council hereby approves the an agreement with Martinelli Landscape 

Construction, Inc. in the amount of $53,584 for Open Space Disking & Trimming and authorizes the City 
Manager to execute the Agreement, subject to any minor, technical, or non-substantive changes as 
approved by the City Manager and the City Attorney. 
 
APPROVED this 4th day of April, 2017, by the following vote: 
 

AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAIN: 

 

   
  Steven W. Martin, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 

  

Kristen L. Buxkemper, Deputy City Clerk 
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