
CCouncil Agenda Report 
From: Darren Nash, Associate Planner  

Subject: Oak Tree Removal Permit 17-004 (1600 Country Club Dr.) – Request to remove one 
hazard oak tree within Fairway No. 5 of the Paso Robles Golf Club.  

Date:  March 21, 2017  

Facts 
1. The Paso Robles Golf Club is located at 1600 Country Club Drive (See Vicinity Map/Tree location

Map, Attachment 1).

2. One 54” Valley Oak tree is within fairway No. 5. The Arborist recommends that the tree be removed
immediately to prevent from falling into fairway. See Report by Carolyn B. Leach, dated March 9, 2017,
attached as Exhibit A of Draft Resolution – A (Attachment. 2).

3. The Arborist indicates that tree is located in the middle of the fairway in a location where many golfers
stop to hit their second shot. The report concludes that as a result of visible cavities, root crown stability,
and other trunk and branch issues, the tree is in “imminent risk of sudden failure”.

4. Planning Staff inspected the site to review the trees. Since the trees show signs of growth, the Director
could not make the determination that the tree is “clearly dead or diseased beyond correction.”
Therefore, Section 10.01.050.C of the Oak Tree Ordinance required the City Council to make the
determination of whether the tree should be removed or not, after consideration of the factors listed in
Section 10.01.050.D.

Options 
1. Approve OTR 17-004, authorizing the removal of one 54-inch Valley Oak based on the Arborist

concluding that the tree has major health issues and has the potential for sudden failure, as indicated
in the Arborist Report and require ten (10) 1.5-inch diameter Oak replacement trees (or a reduced
number of larger diameter replacement trees adding up to 13.5-inches) be planted on site at the
direction of the Arborist.

2. Deny OTR 17-004 with findings and require the oak trees to remain and be protected.

3. Refer back to staff for additional analysis.
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54-inch Valley Oak Tree (deciduous during winter) within Fairway No. 5 

 
 

 
Photo of tree indicating rot at base of trunk 
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Analysis and Conclusions  
As shown in the photos and described by the Arborist, the tree shows signs of disease and is in danger of 
failing. Allowing the removal of the tree would seem to be consistent with finding D.1 below, based on the 
trees being in poor condition, and danger of the trees falling into the golf fairway where many golfers are 
present throughout the day.   

 
If the Council approves the tree removal, on-site replacement trees will be required. 
 
According to Section 10.01.050.D, there are several factors that the City Council needs to review when 
considering the removal of a “healthy” oak tree. These factors along with Staff’s analysis of each factor 
are listed below: 

 
D.  If a request is being made to remove one or more healthy oak trees for which a permit to remove is required, the 

director shall prepare a report to the City Council, outlining the proposal and his recommendation, considering the 
following factors in preparation of his recommendation.  

 
1.  The condition of the oak tree with respect to its general health, status as a public nuisance, danger of falling, 

proximity to existing or proposed structures, interference with utility services, and its status as host for a plant, 
pest or disease endangering other species of trees or plants with infection or infestation; 
Based on the trees being in poor condition, as a result of the proximity of the trees within the 
golf course fairway and danger of the tree falling into the fairway, the tree appears to be good 
candidate for removal. 

 
2.  The necessity of the requested action to allow construction of improvements or otherwise allow reasonable use of 

the property for the purpose for which it has been zoned. In this context, it shall be the burden of the person 
seeking the permit to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the director that there are no reasonable alternatives to 
the proposed design and use of the property. Every reasonable effort shall he made to avoid impacting oak 
trees, including but not limited to use of custom building design and incurring extraordinary costs to save oak 
trees; 

 There is no development being considered for this project, the reason for the request for 
removal is to prevent the tree from falling into the golf course fairway. 

 
3.  The topography of land, and the potential effect of the requested tree removal on soil retention, water retention, 

and diversion or increased flow of surface waters. The director shall consider how either the preservation or 
removal of the oak tree(s) would relate to grading and drainage. Except as specifically authorized by the 
planning commission and city council, ravines, stream beds and other natural water-courses that provide a 
habitat for oak trees shall not be disturbed; 

 The removal of the trees would not result in negative effects on soil retention, water 
retention or surface water flows for the neighborhood. 

 
4.  The number, species, size and location of existing trees in the area and the effect of the requested action on 

shade areas, air pollution, historic values, scenic beauty and the general welfare of the city as a whole; 
 There are numerous other trees on the site that will be preserved. 
  

5.  Good forestry practices such as, but not limited to, the number of healthy trees the subject parcel of land will 
support. 

 The removal of the trees will require replacement trees to be planted on site, additionally; the 
remaining trees on site will be protected.  
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Option 1:  Approve tree removal.  Based on the arborist report, removal of the tree appears warranted to 
prevent potential damage to the golf course fairway, and to ensure safety to golf course staff and golfers.  
After consideration of the factors listed in Section 10.01.050.D (listed above) authorize the removal of 
one oak tree. On-site replacement trees will be required as mitigation to the tree removals. 
 
Option 2:  Deny tree removal.  After consideration of the factors listed in Section 10.01.050.D (listed 
above), deny the request to remove the tree, based on findings.  
 
Option 3:  Council may wish to refer the item back to staff for additional analysis.   
 
Fiscal Impact  
There is no fiscal impact to the City related to this oak tree removal request.  Oak trees can provide value 
to a property, and be an aesthetic value to the City has a whole. 

 
Recommendation 
Approve Draft Resolution 17-xxxx, approving OTR 17-004, authorizing the removal of the 54-inch 
Valley Oak based on the trees being in poor condition with the potential for sudden failure as indicated in 
the Arborist Report; and require that ten 1.5-inch diameter Oak replacement trees (or a reduced number 
of larger diameter replacement trees adding up to 13.5-inches) be planted on site at the direction of the 
Arborist. 

  
Attachments 
1. Vicinity Map/Tree Location Map 
2. Draft Resolution A - Approval the removal of the tree  

a. Carolyn B. Leach Arborist Report  
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Attachment 2 

RESOLUTION 17-XXX

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF ONE 54” VALLEY OAK TREE 

AT 1600 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE
(OTR 17-004 / PASO ROBLES GOLF CLUB) 

APN: 009-461-049

WHEREAS, Mike Rawitzer of Paso Robles Golf Course has filed a request for the removal of one 54” 
Valley oak tree within fairway No. 5 of the Paso Robles Golf Course, located at 1600 Country Club 
Drive; and

WHEREAS, an Arborist Report prepared by Carolyn B. Leach, Certified Arborist has been provided which 
concludes that the tree has significant disease, including visible cavities, root crown decay and is in 
imminent danger of failing; and

WHEREAS, the Community Development Director could not make the determination that the tree is
“clearly dead or diseased beyond correction,” and therefore, Section 10.01.050.C of the Oak Tree 
Ordinance would consider the tree “healthy” and require that the City Council make the determination of 
whether the tree should be removed or not, after consideration of the factors listed in Section 
10.01.050.D; and

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES DOES 
HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. All of the above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein by reference.

Section 2. Findings: Pursuant to Paso Robles Municipal Code section 10.01.050.D., and based on the 
entire record including all written and oral evidence presented, the City Council finds as follows:

1. Having considered the factors outlined in Section 10.01.050.D.1. of the Paso Robles Municipal 
Code, and the information provided by the Arborist in Exhibit A, the City Council finds that 
allowing the removal of the tree would seem to be consistent with finding D.1, based on the 
trees being in poor condition, and allowing for the removal of the tree would prevent the 
possibility of the tree falling into the fairway where golfers and golf course employees are present 
throughout the day. Mitigation trees will be required.

Section 3: Approval.  The City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does hereby:

1. Authorize the removal of one 54” Valley Oak tree located within Fairway No. 5 of the Paso 
Robles Golf Club, based on the trees being in poor health and in imminent risk of sudden 
failure, as indicated in the Arborist Report, attached as Exhibit A; 

2. Require ten (10) 1.5-inch diameter Valley oak replacement trees (or fewer replacement trees 
adding up to 13.5-inches) to be plated at the direction of the Arborist.
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles this 21st day of March
2017 by the following vote:

AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:       

     ____________________________________ 
Steven Martin, Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________________ 
Kristy Buxkemper, Deputy City Clerk

Exhibit A: Arborist Report
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Carolyn B. Leach Consulting L.L.C.
444 Blume Street

Nipomo, CA  93444
(805)929-9020

W.C.I.S.A. Certified Arborist #727

March 9 2107

Mr. Darren Nash
City of Paso Robles Community Development Department
1000 Spring Street
Paso Robles, CA  93446

Re: Paso Robles Golf Club

Dear Mr. Nash:

I have recently been asked to inspect 13 oak trees at the Paso Robles Golf Club.  My inspection took 
place on March 7, 2017.  I looked at all 13 trees and evaluated their current conditions.  

I found several trees with varying problems, such as interior decay and heavy branch weight.  I will be 
preparing a report that makes recommendations to the golf course for future care, such as pruning or, 
when appropriate, tree removal.

Of the 13 trees, I found one tree in particular that 
alarmed me with its severe degree of structural 
deterioration.  This tree is located on hole #5, and is 
the subject of my 3/7/17 letter to Mr. Mike Rawitser, a 
copy of which I am attaching to this letter.  It is also 
pictured in the photo here.

The tree is a Valley oak with a 54” trunk diameter.  It 
is located in the middle of the fairway just where the 
hole turns to the right. This location is where most 
golfers first shot lands from the #5 tee, so is 
frequently occupied by golfers all day long.
Additionally, employees are frequently passing below 
the tree.
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I found at least four clusters of dried mushrooms that are most likely Oak root rot disease, Armillaria 
mellea. The photo above of the base of the tree above with the dried mushrooms indicated by the 
arrows.

Here is a photo of me holding one of the 
mushroom clusters.

The clusters were located on about 75% of the 
trunk circumference.  When I chipped into the 
bark at the trunk base, I found the entire bark and
inner sapwood to be rotted by the disease.

From the little amount of twigs developed in the 
canopy last year, the tree has been suffering from 
this disease for some time now.  

This tree will die from this amount of infection.
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In the meanwhile, the tree is in extremely high likelihood of falling over.  The disease is rotting away all of 
the structural root support.  It is highly hazardous.

My recommendation to the property owners is to remove the tree as soon as possible.
 
I am attaching to this letter a form from the International Society of Arboriculture that further describes this 
tree.

Please let me know if you have any additional questions.

Sincerely,

Carolyn Leach
Consulting Arborist

Limiting Conditions:   
Information in this report covers only the trees examined and reflects the conditions of the trees at the time of 
inspection.  There is no warranty, either express or implied, that the subject trees will not develop problems or 
deficiencies in the future.  Sources of information used in this report are accepted as standard resources; however, 
the author cannot guarantee the accuracy of information provided by others.  Possession of this report or a copy 
thereof does not imply the right of publication or use for any purpose by any other than the person to whom it is 
addressed, without the prior written consent of the consultant.  Loss or alteration of this report invalidates the entire 
report.  The inspection is limited to visual examination of tree location, as viewed from the ground, without dissection, 
excavation, probing, or coring.  No review of tree structural conditions or hazard potential has been provided.

No part of this report is to be viewed as engineering, surveying, or any other trade other than arboriculture.  
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Carolyn B. Leach Consulting L.L.C.
444 Blume Street

Nipomo, CA  93444
(805)929-9020

W.C.I.S.A. Certified Arborist #727

March 7, 2017

Mr. Mike Rawitser
Paso Robles Golf Club
1600 Country Club Drive
Paso Robles, CA  93446

RE:  Tree Inspection 

Dear Mr. Rawitser:

Today I completed my inspection of 13 large oak trees at your golf course.  My work includes checking 
the trees for visible problems, such as cavities, root crown stability, and trunk or branch issues. I will use 
this information to formulate my recommendations for future care.  I will be writing a report later this week 
that presents my findings and opinions.

During my inspection, I found a tree in such poor condition that I 
immediately gave you my verbal opinion that it is in imminent 
risk of sudden failure. This tree, shown in this photo, is in the 
middle of the #5 fairway.  It is a Quercus lobate with a 54” trunk 
diameter. The entire circumference of the root crown area, 
where the trunk meets the ground, is decayed.  

I dug down below soil level all around the tree base and found it 
entirely rotted.  Additionally, I saw the remains of 4 clusters of 
mushrooms which appeared to be Armillaria mellea, also known 
as oak root fungus.  This decaying disease infects the woody 
roots as well as the root crown area, leaving behind pulpy 
textured wood with no holding capacity.  

I am shocked that the tree is still standing with that vast amount 
of decay.

Please remove this tree as soon as possible.  

Until the tree is removed, I suggest roping off the area with 
caution tape, to alert the golfers and your employees of the risk.

 
Sincerely,

Carolyn Leach
Consulting Arborist
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