
CCouncil Agenda Report

From: Warren Frace, Community Development Director

Subject: Second Reading 
2016 California Building Code adoption with Local Amendments

An Ordinance of the City of El Paso de Robles; Repealing, Amending, and Restating 
Chapters 17.04 and 17.18 of Title 17 of the Municipal Code (Buildings And 
Construction); and Adopting by Reference The 2016 Edition of the California Building 
Standards Code (California Code of Regulations, Title 24); Incorporating the following:
 2016 California Administrative Code
 2016 California Building Code
 2016 California Residential Code
 2016 California Electrical Code
 2016 California Mechanical Code
 2016 California Plumbing Code
 2016 California Energy Code
 2016 California Historical Building Code
 2016 California Fire Code and Appendix D - Fire Apparatus Access Roads
 2016 California Existing Building Code
 2016 California Referenced Standards Code
 1997 Uniform Housing Code
 1997 Uniform Code for The Abatement of Dangerous Buildings

Date: November 1, 2016 

Facts
1. The State of California updates the California Building Standards Code on a 3-year cycle.

2. The California Building Standards Commission has adopted the 2016 California Building Standards
Code, which will become effective throughout the State of California January 1, 2017.

3. California Government Code Section 50022.1 allows the City to adopt by reference the 2016
California Building Standards Code, as provided in Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations and
other model codes.

4. California Health and Safety Code Sections 17958.7 and 18941.5 allows the City to
adopt amendments to the 2016 California Building Standards Code, determined to be reasonably
necessary because of local climatic, geological or topographical conditions.

5. The City held a public workshop on October 17, 2016, to provide information and answer questions
from the public regarding the proposed code changes.
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6. On November 1, 2016, the City Council held a public hearing where the proposed ordinance was 
introduced for first reading. 

Options
1. Introduce for second reading by title only, Ordinance A, adopting the 2016 California Building 

Standards Code and local amendments by repealing, amending, and reinstating Chapters 17.04 and 
17.18 of the Municipal Code (Buildings and Construction); 

2. Refer the 2016 California Building Standards Code and local amendments back to staff for further 
analysis.

Analysis and Conclusions 
The City Council held a hearing on November 1, 2016 and introduced the ordinance for first reading.  
Since first reading:

 There have been no substantive changes to the ordinance.
 The City Attorney has signed off on the notice, to appear in a newspaper of general circulation.

The City Council must hold a public hearing for the second reading of the ordinance as required by State 
Law.

Previous Staff report discussion: 
Under State Law, the 2016 California Building Standards Code will still become effective statewide on 
January 1, 2017 and will apply to building permit applications submitted from that date forward.  Permits 
submitted prior to the January 1, 2017 effective date will continue to be covered under the 2013 Code.

The City has historically adopted updated local amendments to the new building code every three years.  
In order to simplify the local code, the draft ordinance contains no new local amendments.

Draft changes to Chapters 17.04 and 17.18 of the Municipal Code:

1. Housekeeping- updates references from the “2013 California Building Standards Code” to the “2016 
California Building Standards Code.”

2. Coordination- updates numbering and specific language of existing local amendments to coordinate 
with the 2016 California Building Standards Code.

3. Deletion- deletes existing local amendments that are no longer relevant or are otherwise redundant to
the 2016 California Building Standards Code.

Council may choose to amend, modify, or refer the draft ordinance back to staff.  In these scenarios, the 
adoption timeline will extend beyond the January 1, 2017 effective date of the 2016 California Building 
Standards Code.  This will result in a lapse in the enforceability of the local amendments.

On October 17, 2016, the Community Development Department hosted a public workshop to look at 
and discuss highlights of the 2016 California Building Standards Code and the draft ordinance.  Workshop 
participants included contractors, design professionals, members of the Building Liaison Committee, 
elected officials, and staff. 

Some of the significant California Building Code changes discussed at the workshop include:
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 Commercial Kitchens
 Eave Projections
 Fire Protection of Floors
 Smoke Alarm Placement
 Electric Vehicle Charging
 Building Energy Efficiency

The 2016 California Building Code includes increased energy conservation requirements for building 
construction. In 2011 the State adopted the goal that all new residential construction will be “zero net 
energy” by 2020. Zero net energy is defined as when the amount of energy provided by on-site renewable 
energy sources is equal to the amount of energy used by the building. The new code requirements 
increase the efficiency requirements further as a step towards reaching this goal.

The new energy requirements are expected save $7,400 of energy per house over a thirty-year period and 
to increase cost of construction by $2,700 per house.  The final step towards zero net energy in new 
residential construction is planned for the 2019 California Building Code.

Zero Net Energy- State of California Energy Efficiency Strategic Plan- January 2011 update

  
October 17, 2016 Building Code Changes Public Workshop – City Council Chamber
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Fiscal Impact  
None

Recommendation
Introduce for second reading by title only, an Ordinance of the City of El Paso de Robles; Repealing, 
Amending, and Restating Chapters 17.04 And 17.18 of Title 17 Of The Municipal Code (Buildings and 
Construction); and Adopting by Reference The 2016 Edition of the California Building Standards Code 
(California Code of Regulations, Title 24); Incorporating the following:
• 2016 California Administrative Code
• 2016 California Building Code
• 2016 California Residential Code
• 2016 California Electrical Code
• 2016 California Mechanical Code
• 2016 California Plumbing Code
• 2016 California Energy Code
• 2016 California Historical Building Code
• 2016 California Fire Code and Appendix D - Fire Apparatus Access Roads
• 2016 California Existing Building Code
• 2016 California Referenced Standards Code
• 1997 Uniform Housing Code
• 1997 Uniform Code for The Abatement of Dangerous Buildings

Attachments

1. Ordinance A 
2. Legal Notice
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ORDINANCE XXXX N.S.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES; REPEALING, AMENDING, AND 
RESTATING CHAPTERS 17.04 AND 17.18 OF TITLE 17 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE
(BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION); AND ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2016 
EDITION OF THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS CODE (CALIFORNIA CODE OF 
REGULATIONS, TITLE 24); INCORPORATING THE 2016 CALIFORNIA ADMINISTRATIVE 
CODE; 2016 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE, 2016 CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE, 
2016 CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE, 2016 CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE, 2016 
CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE, 2016 CALIFORNIA ENERGY CODE, 2016 CALIFORNIA 
HISTORICAL BUILDING CODE, 2016 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE, 2016 CALIFORNIA 
EXISTING BUILDING CODE, 2016 CALIFORNIA REFERENCED STANDARDS CODE, 1997 
UNIFORM HOUSING CODE, AND THE 1997 UNIFORM CODE FOR THE ABATEMENT OF 
DANGEROUS BUILDINGS

et seq. 
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NOW, THERFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES
DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Purpose.

SECTION 2. Authority.

SECTION 3. Findings.
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SECTION 4. Amendment.
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105.1.3 Start of Construction:

105.1.4 Permit Issuance:

105.1.5 Street Dedication as a Condition of Issuance of a Building Permit:

105.1.6 Dedication of Street Right-of-Way:

105.1.7 Setbacks:

110.1.1

110.1.2

110.1.3

111.3 Temporary Occupancy:
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113.1.1

113.2.1

113.3.1 Board of Appeals.

113.4 Eligibility.

Exception:

113.5 Term.
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113.6 Rules and Regulations.

113.7 Appeals Procedure.

113.8 Appeal Hearing Fee.

113.9 Timing and form of appeal.

113.10 Hearing and decision.
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903.2 Where required. Sections 903.2.1 through 903.2.19.1.2.

10153.1 General.

10153.2 Where required.

Exceptions, added as follows:

1507.8.1.2 & 1507.9.1.2

1807.1.7

3103.1 General.
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3105.3 Design and Construction.

1808.8.3.1

311.1.3 Securing Premises.

505.1.1 Address Identification

505.1.21 Rear Door Address Numbers.

507.2.3 Installation Requirements.

903.2 Where required. Sections 903.2.1 through 903.2.12
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903.3.7 Fire department connections.
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108.1 Board of Appeals.

109.4 Violation Penalties

5608.2 Fireworks Prohibited.

230.70.1

312.6
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3314.1.1

4401.3.1

603.3.10

603.3.11

608.2.1

612.1.2
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Sections:

A102.1 General.

A102.3 Exceptions.
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A115.1 Compliance requirements.

A115.1.1 Structural analysis.

A115.1.2

A115.1.3

A115.2

A115.3
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A115.3.1

A115.4

A115.5

A115.6

A115.7
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A115.8

A115.9

A115.10

A115.10.1

A115.10.2

A115.11
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A115.12

A115.12.1

A115.12.2

A115.12.3

A115.13

A115.13.1
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A115.13.2

A115.13.3

A115.14

5. Conflicting Ordinances Repealed.

6. Severability.
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7.  CEQA.

8.  Publication.

9.  Effective Date.
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City of El Paso de Robles, California 
  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF A PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTERS 17.04 AND 17.18 OF TITLE 17 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE (BUILDINGS 
AND CONSTRUCTION); AND ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2016 EDITION OF 

THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS CODE (CALIFORNIA CODE OF 
REGULATIONS, TITLE 24); INCORPORATING THE 2016 CALIFORNIA 
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE; 2016 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE, 2016 

CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE, 2016 CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE, 2016 
CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE, 2016 CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE, 2016 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY CODE, 2016 CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL BUILDING CODE, 
2016 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE, 2016 CALIFORNIA EXISTING BUILDING CODE, 
2016 CALIFORNIA REFERENCED STANDARDS CODE, 1997 UNIFORM HOUSING 
CODE, AND THE 1997 UNIFORM CODE FOR THE ABATEMENT OF DANGEROUS 

BUILDINGS

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held by the Paso Robles City Council at 
6:30 p.m. on November 15, 2016, or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, at the Paso 
Robles City Hall, Council Chambers, 1000 Spring Street, Paso Robles, California to consider the 
following action: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES; 
REPEALING, AMENDING, AND RESTATING CHAPTERS 17.04 AND 
17.18 OF TITLE 17 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE (BUILDINGS AND 
CONSTRUCTION); AND ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2016 
EDITION OF THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS CODE 
(CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 24); 
INCORPORATING THE 2016 CALIFORNIA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE; 
2016 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE, 2016 CALIFORNIA 
RESIDENTIAL CODE, 2016 CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE, 2016 
CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE, 2016 CALIFORNIA PLUMBING 
CODE, 2016 CALIFORNIA ENERGY CODE, 2016 CALIFORNIA 
HISTORICAL BUILDING CODE, 2016 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE, 2016 
CALIFORNIA EXISTING BUILDING CODE, 2016 CALIFORNIA 
REFERENCED STANDARDS CODE, 1997 UNIFORM HOUSING CODE, 
AND THE 1997 UNIFORM CODE FOR THE ABATEMENT OF 
DANGEROUS BUILDINGS

The full text of the proposed ordinance and one copy of each of the above referenced codes will 
be available for public inspection in the Office of the Paso Robles City Clerk at 1000 Spring 
Street, Paso Robles, California, for not less than fifteen days prior to said hearing date. 

If you have any questions regarding this application, please call Brian Cowen, Deputy Building 
Official or Devon Vandergon, Building Technician at (805) 237-3850.  

Dated: November 4, 2016 
               ____________________________________ 

Devon Vandergon 
Building Technician
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