
TO: Thomas Frutchey, City Manager 

FROM: Dick McKinley, Public Works Director 

SUBJECT: Recycled Water Project Design, Environmental Review, and Financing

DATE: September 6, 2016 

NEED: For the City Council to consider three actions to further develop the
Recycled Water Project and compete for grant funding: (1) authorize a 
preliminary design contract with RMC for the Recycled Water 
Distribution System; (2) extend the agreement with SWCA 
Environmental for preparation of environmental documents; and (3) 
enable the City to pursue State Clean Water Revolving Fund (SRF) 
reimbursements for the Recycled Water Distribution System design and 
construction. 

FACTS: 
1. In 2014, the City Council adopted a master plan to deliver recycled

water from the planned Tertiary Treatment Facilities at the City’s
wastewater treatment plant to east Paso Robles using a Recycled
Water Distribution System.  The Tertiary Treatment Facilities and
Recycled Water Distribution system are collectively referred to as
the Recycled Water Project.

2. In 2015, the City extended an agreement with Black & Veatch to
design the Tertiary Treatment Facilities at the Wastewater Treatment
plant.  These additional facilities will enable the City to comply with
stringent water quality requirements for the City’s wastewater
discharge (including meeting the trihalomethane standards) and will
produce up to 4.9 million gallons per day of high quality effluent.
This effluent could be used beneficially as recycled water. Design of
the Tertiary Treatment Facilities is now 90% complete.  The Tertiary
Treatment Facilities are estimated to cost $17.2 million (in 2017
dollars).

3. In 2015, the City also extended an agreement with SWCA
Environmental Consultants, to prepare environmental documents
required to comply with the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) and the State’s Clean Water Revolving Fund (SRF)
requirements for the Tertiary Treatment Facilities.  The CEQA
process for the Tertiary Treatment Facilities is now complete.

4. The SRF loan program provides low-interest financing for projects
that clean water and expand water recycling in California. SRF is
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currently also offering Proposition 1 grants for up to 35% of recycled 
water project costs, in combination with a low-interest loan.  SRF is 
also offering a limited amount of “Green Project Reserve” (GPR) 
grant funding for clean water projects that are “environmentally 
innovative.”  Many California cities and districts are competing for 
recycled water grant funds, which are awarded based on application 
completeness and readiness to proceed with construction.  

5. The September 2015 Wastewater Rate and Revenue Analysis by 
Water Consultancy/HDR found that revenues of the City’s Sewer 
Fund are sufficient to pay the additional debt of an SRF loan for 
construction of the Tertiary Treatment Facilities.

6. In December 2015, City staff applied to SRF for a combination grant 
and low interest loan for the Tertiary Treatment Facilities.  The 
Tertiary Treatment Facilities may be eligible for a GPR grant of up 
to $4 million.

7. In January 2016, SRF staff invited the City to expand its application 
to include the Recycled Water Distribution System.  Completion of 
the Distribution System now would enable the City to compete for a 
Proposition 1 water recycling grant.

8. In March 2016, the City updated its application to SRF to include an 
additional $12.5 million for the Recycled Water Distribution System.  
The total amount of requested financing is now $29.7 million.  

9. The planned Recycled Water Distribution System consists of 
pumping, operational storage, and approximately four miles of new 
pipeline needed to deliver recycled water to irrigation uses in the 
corridor between the Wastewater Treatment Plant and Barney 
Schwartz Park.  The Distribution System may also be used for 
recharge of groundwater in the Huer Huero Creek area and could 
facilitate sales of recycled water for irrigation of agriculture east 
and/or north of City limits.  Subsequent phases of the recycled water 
system may extend the pipeline to provide recycled water to existing 
and future uses in the south-eastern part of the City. Recycled Water
and the Recycled Water Distribution System are expected to be key 
parts of the City's Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 
compliance strategy (the GSP being required of the City).

10. In order to meet SRF requirements and compete for GPR and 
Proposition 1 grant funding, the City must take the following 
actions:
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o Proceed with design of the Recycled Water Distribution 
System.

o Extend a contract with SWCA Environmental Consultants to 
prepare environmental documents for the Recycled Water 
Distribution System;

o Update the Reimbursement Resolution City Council 
originally adopted in October 2015 to reflect an increased 
loan principal amount. 

11. In July 2016, a committee of City management staff completed a 
qualifications-based selection process for preliminary design of the 
Recycled Water Distribution System.  The process included 
solicitation of qualifications from professional engineering firms,
review of qualifications and written proposals, and interviews.  The 
selection committee determined RMC Water and Environment
(hereafter “RMC”) is the most qualified and best fit for the design 
work.   

12. Staff negotiated a scope of work, fee, and schedule with RMC,
which are attached.  The scope of work includes: analysis of 
groundwater recharge opportunities in the Huer Huero Creek area;
outreach to potential recycled water customers; evaluation of various 
river crossing, pipeline, and elevated storage alternatives; and 
preliminary design of the system, including construction cost 
estimates. RMC’s fee for this work is $438,178.

13. SWCA Environmental Consultants submitted a scope of work to 
prepare all environmental documents (alternatives evaluation, Initial 
Study, Mitigated Negative Declaration, etc.) required to comply with 
CEQA and SRF requirements for the Recycled Water Distribution 
System.  SWCA’s fee is $85,819.

ANALYSIS & 
CONCLUSION: RMC is a professional engineering firm based in Walnut Creek that 

specializes in recycled water planning and design.  RMC’s proposed 
team has planned and designed many recycled water systems throughout 
California.  RMC has excellent understanding of regulatory 
requirements and demonstrated success in helping communities obtain 
grants for recycled water projects. Design of the Paso Robles Recycled 
Water Distribution System requires analysis of groundwater recharge 
opportunities in the Huer Huero Creek area.  RMC’s sub-consultant, 
Todd Groundwater, will lead the evaluation of the groundwater recharge 
for the project.  Todd Groundwater is very knowledgeable about the 
Paso Robles Groundwater Basin, led past basin groundwater modeling 
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efforts, and has served the City with recent water resources evaluations 
and planning projects.  RMC’s team has demonstrated understanding of 
the City’s needs and has proposed an efficient approach to completing 
the work.  Staff recommends adoption of the attached Resolution No. 
16-AA, to authorize the City Manager to enter into an agreement with 
RMC for preliminary design of the Paso Robles Recycled Water 
Distribution System, for an amount not to exceed $438,178.  RMC is 
prepared to proceed with the work. 

Completion of the preliminary design will allow environmental 
documents to be prepared, which are necessary to obtain SRF loans and 
grants.  Staff also recommends adoption of the attached Resolution No. 
16-BB, to extend its agreement with SWCA Environmental Consultants, 
to prepare the necessary environmental documents for the Recycled 
Water Distribution System, for an amount not to exceed $85,819.   

An updated Reimbursement Resolution is also attached.  This resolution 
enables the City to be reimbursed for costs incurred on the Recycled 
Water Project (e.g., planning and design) prior to execution of a 
financing agreement.  The update is simply to reflect the increased 
possible loan principal amount of $29.7 million.  (In practice, if the City 
were to receive a GPR or Proposition 1 grant, the loan principal amount 
would be much less than $29.7 million.)  Staff recommends adoption of 
the updated Reimbursement Resolution. 

Approval of these three actions is necessary on order for the City to 
complete an application to SRF and pursue available grant funding.   

Staff’s goal is to start construction of the Tertiary Treatment Facilities in 
early 2017 and start construction of the Recycled Water Distribution 
system by late 2017, so that both parts of the Recycled Water Project are 
completed by 2019.   

POLICY
REFERENCE: Recycled Water Master Plan, Urban Water Management Plan

FISCAL
IMPACT: The adopted budget for Fiscal Year 2016/17 includes $1,065,000 for the 

Recycled Water Distribution System (Budget No. 6019101-54520-
C0078).  The proposed expenditures are within this budget.  These costs 
may be incorporated into an SRF loan.  The proposed expenditures 
could lead to major grant funding. 

Looking forward, if the City were to receive a $4 million GPR grant for 
Tertiary Treatment Facilities and a Proposition 1 grant for 35% of the 
Recycled Water Distribution System cost (about $4.2 million), the total
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borrowed amount for a complete Recycled Water Project would be 
$21.3 million, which is only $4.1 million more than the City originally 
anticipated to finance for the Tertiary Treatment Facilities alone (see the
September 2015 Wastewater Rate and Revenue Analysis at
http://www.prcity.com/government/citycouncil/agenda-
items/2015/10_October/2015_10-20_cc_itm_08.pdf ). The impact of that 
reduced additional debt is further reduced, as construction of the 
Recycled Water Distribution System now will enable the City to 
generate revenue from sale of the recycled water and thus offset much of 
this additional debt.

The City’s water and wastewater rates analyst, Roger Null of HDR, 
recently updated the financial model for the City’s Sewer Fund to 
evaluate if sewer rate increases would be needed if the Sewer Fund were 
to take on additional debt for the Recycled Water Distribution System.  
The modeling results show additional sewer rate increases will not be 
needed if the City receives grant funding in combination with a low-
interest loan. Alternatively, if the City does not receive any grants or 
much less grant funding than anticipated, the Sewer Fund may absorb 
the additional debt of the Recycled Water Distribution System without 
significant sewer rate increases, by either deferring other planned capital 
improvement projects or not funding depreciation of existing assets as 
aggressively as originally planned. Staff is planning to conduct a 
comprehensive study of the City’s sewer rates in 2018 or 2019, after the 
Recycled Water Project costs are better defined and the availability of 
grants and financing terms are known. 

OPTIONS:  
a. Approve the attached resolutions, to: 1) authorize the City Manager 

to execute an agreement with RMC Water and Environment for 
preliminary design of the Recycled Water Distribution System; 2) 
authorize extension of an agreement with SWCA Environmental 
Consultants for preparation of environmental documents; and 3) 
enable the City to be reimbursed by SRF for costs incurred on the 
Recycled Water Project. 

b. Amend, modify or reject the above options.

ATTACHMENTS:   
1. RMC Water and Environment Scope of Work, Fee, and Schedule 
2. SWRC Scope of Work and Fee
3. Resolution No. 16-AA, Authorize Agreement with RMC Water and 

Environment 
4. Resolution No. 16-BB, Extend Agreement with SWCA 

Environmental Consultants 
5. Resolution No. 16-CC, Reimbursement Resolution  
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August 16, 2016 

Matt Thompson, P.E. 
Wastewater Resource Manager 
City of Paso Robles 
1000 Spring Street 
Paso Robles, California, 93446 

Submitted via email: mthompson@prcity.com

Re: Proposal to Provide Environmental Services for the Recycled Water Production Facilities Project / 
SWCA No. 30462 

Dear Mr. Thompson: 

SWCA Environmental Consultants (SWCA) appreciates the opportunity to provide the City of Paso Robles (City) with 
our scope of work and cost estimate to provide environmental services for the proposed Recycled Water Distribution 
System Project (project) associated with the Paso Robles Wastewater Tertiary Water Treatment Facility. It is our 
understanding that the City anticipates that a California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)-Plus document would be 
required to comply with CEQA and the National Environmental Policy Act. In addition, the City would be required to 
provide documentation of compliance with Section 7 Endangered Species Act and Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act. 

The cost to complete the proposed tasks, as described in the attached scope of work, is a time and materials, not-
to-exceed amount of $85,819 (including documents, meetings and hearing, and agency consultation). Thank you for 
providing us with the opportunity to continue our work with you on this project. Should you have any questions 
regarding our scope of work or cost estimate, please contact Jon Claxton at (805) 543-7095, extension 6813, or via 
email at jclaxton@swca.com.

Sincerely, 

Jon Claxton  
Natural Resources Team Leader/Project Manager  
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SCOPE OF WORK 
In 2015, SWCA Environmental Consultants (SWCA) prepared the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(IS/MND) for the Paso Robles Tertiary Treatment Facility located at 3200 Sulphur Springs Road, in Paso Robles. The 
IS/MND evaluated impacts for the construction and operation of the Tertiary Treatment Facility. 

Currently, the City of Paso Robles (City) is proposing to install the distribution lines that are associated with the 
Tertiary Treatment Facility in order to convey recycled water to customers and City properties located east of the 
Salinas River. To accomplish this, the City is applying for Clean Water State Revolving Funds (CWSRF) through the 
State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to fund this project. The CWSRF Program is partially funded by a 
capitalization grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and issuance of the funds is considered 
equivalent to a federal action. Therefore, the proposed project would require state and federal clearances, at a 
minimum including “California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)-Plus” review, along with Section 7 Endangered 
Species Act consultation and Section 106 Consultation with the State Historic Preservation Office. These clearances 
are required as part of the application process for funding. 

Our proposed scope of work includes the following tasks, which are described in additional detail below: 

 Preparation of a project description, with input from the City and the City’s consultant engineer (including a 
preliminary site plan and grading plan), within 4 to 5 months from notice to proceed. 

 Preparation of an IS/MND, building upon the IS/MND that was prepared and filed for the Tertiary Treatment 
Project.  

 Coordination with Susan DeCarli of the City’s Planning Department and Matt Thompson of Public Works, as 
needed. 

 Preparation of Endangered Species Act Section 7 Biological Assessment 

 Section 7 consultation support with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries) (as needed for river 
crossing). 

 Early coordination with SWRCB environmental compliance staff to ensure our documentation meets their 
requirements. 

 Preparation of Phase I Cultural Resources Survey Report for Section 106 Consultation with the State Historic 
Preservation Officer. 

TASK 1: INITIAL STUDY / MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
TASK 1.1: PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

SWCA will prepare a written project description based on plans received from the City. The administrative draft project 
description will be provided in electronic form. Upon receipt of comments and clarifications from the City, SWCA will 
prepare a final project description. This task will be completed within 4 to 5 months from the notice to proceed, and 
within 2 weeks upon receipt of preliminary site and grading plans from the City.

TASK 1.2: EARLY COORDINATION 

Upon completion of the project description, SWCA will coordinate directly with Ms. DeCarli, City Planning Department, 
to ensure the IS/MND format, scope, and content is consistent with the City’s requirements. SWCA will also 
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coordinate directly with City (Mr. Thompson) and SWRCB staff to ensure the analysis and information presented in 
the IS/MND will meet SWRCB’s requirements for consideration of the CWSRF application, and to ensure all forms 
and documentation are complete. This will include early review of the Initial Study by the SWRCB. 

TASK 1.3: INITIAL STUDY / MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

Preparation of the IS/MND will include an assessment of all resources as required by CEQA Guidelines Appendix G. 
The environmental analysis will incorporate all approved technical studies (i.e., Biological Assessment, Cultural 
Resources Report) and any information provided by the City and other agencies. Air emissions will be quantified using 
the California Emission Estimator Model (CalEEMod), and output spreadsheets will be attached to the IS/MND. 
Additional background information will be obtained from the City General Plan and project documents, the Recycled 
Water Master Plan, resource agency online documents, and our in-house library. The Draft Notice of Determination 
(NOD) form will accompany the IS Checklist. Our submittal will include a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 
(MMRP), which will identify each mitigation measure, the appropriate milestone or timing to implement the measure, 
the responsible party, and any reporting requirements. 

SWCA will submit an Administrative Draft IS/MND for the City’s review and approval. Upon receipt of City comments 
on the Administrative Draft, SWCA will revise the NOD, IS Checklist, and MMRP for review by the SWRCB. Upon 
receipt of comments from the SWRCB, and as approved by the City, SWCA will finalize the NOD, IS Checklist, and 
MMRP for public review and circulation. This task includes preparation of the Notice of Completion (NOC) form and 
Notice of Intent to Adopt an MND (NOI). Our scope of work assumes that SWCA will provide complete electronic 
versions of all documents to the City, including Word (.doc) and Adobe (.pdf) versions. We assume that City 
administrative staff will submit the NOC and 15 copies of the IS/MND to the State Clearinghouse, file the NOI with the 
County Clerk, and post the notice in the newspaper and City website. We will provide written responses to comments 
received during circulation of the IS/MND. 

TASK 1.4: MEETINGS AND HEARINGS 

The scope of work includes one site visit and up to three in-person meetings with City staff, agencies, and interested 
parties (if necessary). Preparation for and attendance at one anticipated project hearing is also included in our scope. 
We are prepared to present information and respond to questions. 

TASK 1 COST ESTIMATE 
The cost for this task would be $18,447. 

TASK 2: STATE REVOLVING FUND ENVIRONMENTAL PACKAGE FORMS 
TASK 2.1: ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM 

SWCA will prepare an Alternatives Analysis Technical Memorandum to support the City and Design Team’s 
consideration of potential design alternatives. The memorandum will be prepared based information received from the 
City and design team and desktop review only, and will not include additional resource surveys. The analysis will 
consider eight alternative alignment alternatives; three Salinas River trenchless crossing alternatives; two Huer Huero 
Creek crossing alternatives; three Highway 46 crossing alternatives; and four storage/tank site alternatives. SWCA 
will prepare a stand-alone Technical Memorandum for this task. 
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TASK 2.2: STATE REVOLVING FUND ENVIRONMENTAL PACKAGE FORMS 

SWCA will prepare the Environmental Package (federal cross-cutting forms) for the City’s review and use in the 
Financial Assistance Application for State Revolving Funds. All required information, including Clean Air Act 
Conformity and emissions modeling outputs, special-status species lists, and floodplain mapping will be attached. As 
noted above, SWCA will assist the City as requested during coordination efforts with SWRCB. 

TASK 2 COST ESTIMATE 
The cost for this task would be $12,680.

TASK 3: ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT CONSULTATION SUPPORT 
According to California Water Code 1701.3(b)(2), the State may request additional information to demonstrate 
compliance with the California Fish and Game Code or the federal Endangered Species Act (United States Code Title 
16, Section 1531 et seq.). The following describes the scope of services anticipated during the Section 7 consultation 
process, which will be necessary with USFWS and NOAA Fisheries. The scope of services for coordinating with the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) would be completed through coordination with CDFW during the 
CEQA process (Task 1). 

TASK 3.1: U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE CONSULTATION 

As part of this scope of work, SWCA proposes to provide support to the City, State, and USEPA during early 
coordination with USFWS. SWCA is not allowed to directly coordinate with USFWS since SWCA is not a federal 
agency. However, as an initial step, SWCA would request that USEPA take the lead in early coordination with 
USFWS to determine in writing what technical studies or documentation will be required by USFWS for Section 7 
consultation purposes.   

It is anticipated that USFWS would require that a formal Biological Assessment be prepared and submitted to their 
agency for review. SWCA does not anticipate at this time that any protocol-level field surveys would be required as 
part of this effort. Therefore, this scope of work is limited to the preparation of a formal Biological Assessment, which 
will only address federal terrestrial species. SWCA has anticipated that three botanical surveys would need to be 
conducted for those areas that are not urbanized. 

Given past experience in working with USFWS on the Section 7 consultation effort for the Water Treatment Plant 
Upgrade Project, SWCA anticipates that there will be a moderate amount of internal coordination and no more than 
two meetings (teleconference) required as part of this process.   

TASK 3.2: NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION NATIONAL 
MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 

To ensure compliance with the federal Endangered Species Act and in order to adhere to the California Water Code, 
SWCA recommends early coordination with NOAA Fisheries to solicit input regarding the level of documentation 
required to satisfy the Section 7 consultation. As with USFWS, SWCA is not allowed to directly coordinate with NOAA 
Fisheries. However, SWCA would support the initial coordination effort which would be led by USEPA.   

At this time, SWCA anticipates that a separate Biological Assessment may be required for any potential impacts that 
may occur to Huer Huero Creek or the Salinas River. The Biological Assessment would need to be prepared in order 
to address potential impacts to South-Central California Coast steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss), a federally 
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threatened species. SWCA does not anticipate that any focused surveys would need to be conducted to complete this 
analysis. 

Overall, it has been SWCA’s experience that coordinating with NOAA Fisheries staff is straight forward in comparison 
to coordination with USFWS. SWCA anticipates that there will be a minimal amount of internal coordination and no 
more than one meeting (teleconference) with NOAA Fisheries would be required. 

TASK 3 COST ESTIMATE 
The cost for this task would be $26,296.

TASK 4: CULTURAL RESOURCES STUDY 
In compliance with CEQA, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, and the County of San Luis Obispo 
and City guidelines for protecting cultural resources, SWCA has identified the following specific tasks to be completed. 

TASK 4.1: AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS MAP 

SWCA will assist in the preparation of a project Area of Potential Effects (APE) map, which will delineate the project 
study area. This figure will depict all areas that are expected to be affected by the proposed project, including staging 
and construction access areas. It will be plotted on an aerial photograph at a scale of approximately 1” = 200’. The 
purpose of the project APE is to ensure identification of significant cultural resources that may be listed in, determined 
eligible for, or appear to be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) that may be affected, 
either directly or indirectly, by the proposed project.   

TASK 4.2: RECORDS SEARCH AND LITERATURE REVIEW 

Compliance with CEQA and Section 106 requires that an affirmative search be undertaken to identify properties listed 
in, determined eligible, or eligible for listing in the NRHP and California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) that 
may be affected by the proposed project. SWCA will conduct background research, in part, by performing a records 
search for the property at the Central Coast Information Center (CCIC) located at the University of California, Santa 
Barbara. The CCIC is the regional office of the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) and the 
primary purpose of the records search is to acquire site records for all relevant previously recorded cultural resources 
within, or within 0.5 mile of, the project area, as well as pertinent copies of previous studies.   

TASK 4.3: NATIVE AMERICAN COORDINATION 

SWCA will contact the California Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) for a review of their Sacred Lands 
File. The NAHC will determine if any NAHC-listed Native American sacred lands are located within or adjacent to the 
project area. In addition, the NAHC will provide a list of Native American contacts for the project that they believe 
should be contacted for additional information. SWCA will prepare and mail a letter to each of the NAHC-listed 
contacts, requesting that they contact SWCA if they know of any Native American cultural resources within or 
immediately adjacent to the project area. Should additional Native American consultation be required, SWCA would 
request a change order to complete this additional work. This effort will be conducted in coordination with the City’s 
obligation under AB 52, which requires lead agencies to take into consideration Native American concerns regarding 
development projects.   

Agenda Item No. 19 CC Agenda 9-6-16Page 351



Recycled Water Distribution System Project Environmental Services

Page |  5 

TASK 4.4: FIELD SURVEY 

Upon completion of the CHRIS records search, SWCA will conduct an intensive pedestrian survey of the entire APE. 
SWCA cultural resources specialists will conduct the survey utilizing pedestrian transects spaced at intervals of 
approximately 15 meters, covering all portions of the project area. For the purposes of this proposal and cost 
estimate, SWCA assumes that the survey will be negative and is not including the recordation of any resources. If any 
resources (e.g., prehistoric or historic archaeological sites or built environment resources) are identified during the 
pedestrian survey, a change order will be requested in order to officially document the resource(s). No testing or 
evaluation will be conducted, nor will any artifacts, samples, or specimens be collected during the survey. 

TASK 4.5. TECHNICAL REPORT  

Upon completion of the literature review, Native American consultation, and field survey, SWCA will prepare a 
technical report that will summarize the results of the study, as well as provide management recommendations for 
resources within or near the project area. The report will include maps depicting the area surveyed for cultural 
resources. SWCA assumes that an electronic draft of this report and figures will be submitted to you for review. Upon 
receipt of your comments on the draft document, SWCA will incorporate the input and produce the final report. SWCA 
assumes that only one round of review will be necessary. If the locations of sensitive archaeological sites or Native 
American cultural resources are shown or described in the report, the report will be considered confidential. The 
report may not be distributed to the public. In order to protect these sensitive resources, the confidential technical 
report shall be made available only to qualified cultural resources personnel, the landowner, and project management 
personnel on a “need-to-know” basis. 

TASK 4 COST ESTIMATE 
The cost for this task would be $17,579.

TASK 5. ADDITIONAL SUPPORT – CDFW WASTEWATER CHANGE PETITION 
In May 2016, SWCA provided additional support to the City of Paso Robles in reviewing the original wastewater 
change petition letter from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife received on May 16, 2016. SWCA also 
support the City with the preparation of a formal response.  Task 5 is included within this scope of work, at the request 
of the City, should there be additional support needed with this effort.  The exact scope of work is not known at this 
time.  Budget for Task 5 would only be utilize for on-call services from the City, on an as-needed basis.   

TASK 4 COST ESTIMATE 
The cost for this task would be $10,819.

ASSUMPTIONS
For budgeting purposes, we are making the following assumptions because some of these items are beyond SWCA’s 
control and because these factors could significantly affect project schedule and cost:  

1. Staff working on the project will be billed based on their current standard title and default rate at the time the 
work is completed. 

2. Meeting attendance by SWCA staff will be on a time and material basis.  
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3. One round of comments will be addressed for the report. Should additional revisions be necessary following 
review, a change order will be necessary to perform the work.  

4. A change order would be required to officially document any cultural resources (e.g., prehistoric or historic 
archaeological sites). 

5. The survey crew will have unhindered access to the entire APE. 

6. SWCA assumes that no historic-era structures or buildings are within the APE and that no potential direct or 
indirect effects will occur to built environment resources as a result of the proposed project, and no 
recordation of built environment resources will be required. Should a built environment survey or recordation 
of built environment resources be required, a change order would be necessary to complete the work. 

7. SWCA assumes that there will be no impacts to the jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or 
CDFW as a result of the Recycled Water Production Facility. Any additional focused, or protocol-level, studies 
or requirements beyond the preparation of the Biological Assessment and coordination with USFWS/NOAA 
Fisheries would be conducted under a separate scope and budget. 

8. SWCA assumes that the City and design team will provide graphical data (shape files and/or AutoCAD) for 
use during preparation of the technical reports, alternatives analysis, and CEQA analysis. 

COST ESTIMATE 
The budget for this project is a time and materials, not-to-exceed estimate of $85,819. We have attempted to be 
conservative in preparation of the budget with regard to the level of effort required so that the overall cost estimates 
are reasonable for your planning purposes. SWCA will not proceed with any work in excess of the time and materials, 
not-to-exceed budget without prior authorization to proceed from the City. 

Table 1.  Scope of Work Cost Estimate 

TASK HOURS LABOR EXPENSES TOTAL

Task 1: Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration 139 $    18,332.00 $       115.00 $    18,447.00 

Task 2: State Revolving Fund Environmental Package Forms 100 $      12,680.00 - $      12,680.00 

Task 3: Endangered Species Act Consultation Support 178 $    26,172.00 $       124.00 $    26,296.00 

Task 4. Cultural Resources Study 124 $    16,420.00 $    1,159.00 $    17,579.00 

Task 5: Additional Support – Wastewater Change Petition 73 $    10,817.00 - $    10,817.00 

PROJECT TOTAL 614 $   84,421.00 $   1,398.00 $   85,819.00 
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RESOLUTION NO. 16-XXX 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES 
TO AUTHORIZE AN AGREEMENT WITH RMC WATER AND ENVIRONMENT 

FOR PRELIMINARY DESIGN OF A RECYCLED WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 
 ___ 
 
WHEREAS, the City has adopted a master plan to produce recycled water at its wastewater treatment plant 
with Tertiary Treatment Facilities and deliver the recycled water to east Paso Robles with a Recycled Water 
Distribution System: and   
 
WHEREAS, in order to compete for potential low interest loans and grants through the State’s Revolving 
Fund (SRF) loan program, the City must proceed with design of the Recycled Water Distribution System; and 
 
WHEREAS, a committee of City staff completed a qualifications-based selection process for preliminary 
design of the Recycled Water Distribution System.  The selection committee determined RMC Water and 
Environment is the most qualified and best fit for the design work.  RMC Water and Environment is a 
professional engineering firm based in Walnut Creek that specializes in planning and design of recycled water 
projects; and    
 
WHEREAS, City staff negotiated a scope of work, fee, and schedule with RMC Water and Environment.  
The fee for preliminary design of the Recycled Water Distribution System is $438,178; and  
 
WHEREAS, the adopted budget for Fiscal Year includes $1,065,000 for the Recycled Water Distribution 
System (Budget No. 6019101-54520-C0078).  The proposed expenditure is within this budget. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES DOES 
HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1. The City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to execute a professional services agreement 
with RMC Water and Environment for preliminary design of the Recycled Water Distribution System, for an 
amount not to exceed $438,178. 
 
Section 2.  The City Council authorizes the City Manager to make minor changes in the agreement, if 
necessary, to best meet City needs. 
 
APPROVED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles this 6TH day of September 2016, by the 
following votes: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:   
ABSENT:   
 
    
  Steven W. Martin, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Kristen L. Buxkemper, Deputy City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. 16-XXX 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES 
TO AMEND A CONTRACT WITH SWCA ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS 

TO PROVIDE ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING SERVICES FOR THE RECYCLED WATER 
DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 

 ___ 
 
WHEREAS, the City has a master plan to produce recycled water at its wastewater treatment plant with 
Tertiary Treatment Facilities and deliver the recycled water to east Paso Robles with a Recycled Water 
Distribution System; and   
 
WHEREAS, in order to compete for potential low interest loans and grants through the State’s Revolving 
Fund (SRF) loan program, the City requires the services of a specialized environmental consultant; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City presently has a contract with SWCA Environmental Consultants of San Luis Obispo, 
for environmental consulting services related to upgrade of the City’s wastewater treatment plant and 
construction of Tertiary Treatment Facilities; and 
 
WHEREAS, City staff has negotiated a scope of work and fee with SWCA Environmental Consultants for 
environmental consulting services for the Recycled Water Distribution System.  Tasks include preparation of 
an initial study and mitigated negative declaration and consultation with permitting agencies. SWCA’s fee for 
this scope of work is $85,819; and 
 
WHEREAS, SWCA Environmental Consultants has demonstrated through its work on the wastewater 
treatment plant upgrade project and Tertiary Treatment Facilities that it is well qualified to prepare 
environmental documents that meet SRF requirements.  Since SWCA Environmental Consultants has already 
completed studies of the wastewater treatment plant site that will be similar for the Recycled Water 
Distribution System, SWCA is in the best position to efficiently complete all necessary environmental 
documents for the Recycled Water Distribution System.   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES DOES 
HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1. The City Council hereby approves amendment of a contract with SWCA Environmental 
Consultants for environmental services for the Recycled Water Distribution System, for an amount not to 
exceed $85,819, and authorizes the City Manager to execute the contract amendment. 
 
Section 2.  The City Council authorizes the City Manager to make minor changes in the agreement, if 
necessary, to best meet City needs. 
 
APPROVED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles this 6TH day of September 2016, by the 
following votes: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:   
ABSENT:   
 
    
  Steven W. Martin, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Kristen L. Buxkemper, Deputy City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. 16-XXX 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES  
FOR REIMBURSEMENT OF COSTS FOR THE PASO ROBLES RECYCLED WATER PROJECT BY 

STATE REVOLVING FUND LOAN PROGRAM 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
WHEREAS, the City of El Paso de Robles (the "Agency") desires to finance the costs of constructing and/or 
reconstructing certain public facilities and improvements relating to its water and wastewater system, 
including certain treatment facilities, pipelines and other infrastructure (the "Project"); and  
 
WHEREAS, the Agency intends to finance the construction and/or reconstruction of the Project or portions 
of the Project with moneys ("Project Funds") provided by the State of California, acting by and through the 
State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board); and  
 
WHEREAS, the State Water Board may fund the Project Funds with proceeds from the sale of obligations 
the interest upon which is excluded from gross income for federal income tax purposes (the "Obligations"), 
and  
 
WHEREAS, prior to either the issuance of the Obligations or the approval by the State Water Board of the 
Project Funds the Agency desires to incur certain capital expenditures (the "Expenditures") with respect to 
the Project from available moneys of the Agency; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Agency has determined that those moneys to be advanced on and after the date hereof to 
pay the Expenditures are available only for a temporary period and it is necessary to reimburse the Agency for 
the Expenditures from the proceeds of the Obligations.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE AGENCY DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, ORDER AND DETERMINE AS 
FOLLOWS:  
 
Section 1.  The Agency hereby states its intention and reasonably expects to reimburse Expenditures paid 
prior to the issuance of the Obligations or the approval by the State Water Board of the Project Funds.  
 
Section 2.  The reasonably expected maximum principal amount of the Project Funds is $29,730,000. 
 
Section 3.  This resolution is being adopted no later than 60 days after the date on which the Agency will 
expend moneys for the construction portion of the Project costs to be reimbursed with Project Funds.  
 
Section 4.  Each Agency expenditure will be of a type properly chargeable to a capital account under general 
federal income tax principles.  
 
Section 5.  To the best of our knowledge, this Agency is not aware of the previous adoption of official intents 
by the Agency that have been made as a matter of course for the purpose of reimbursing expenditures and 
for which tax-exempt obligations have not been issued.  
 
Section 6.  This resolution is adopted as official intent of the Agency in order to comply with Treasury 
Regulation §1.150-2 and any other regulations of the Internal Revenue Service relating to the qualification for 
reimbursement of Project costs.  
 
Section 7.  All the recitals in this Resolution are true and correct and this Agency so finds, determines and 
represents.  
 

Agenda Item No. 19 CC Agenda 9-6-16Page 356



PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles this 6th day of September 
2016 by the following votes: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:   
ABSENT:   
    
  Steven W. Martin, Mayor 

 
CERTIFICATION: 
 
I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly 
adopted at a meeting of the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles held on September 6, 2016: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Kristen L. Buxkemper, Deputy City Clerk 
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