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TO: MEG WILLIAMSON, ACTING CITY MANAGER 

FROM: WARREN FRACE, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 

SUBJECT: NACIMIENTO WATER PROJECT – PASO ROBLES RESERVE WATER FULL 
ALLOCATION – DRAFT NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

DATE: JANUARY 19, 2016 

NEEDS: In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), this is a request for the 
City Council to consider adopting a Negative Declaration for the Nacimiento Water Project – 
Paso Robles Reserve Water Full Allocation and approve and accept the City’s full allocation 
of Reserve Water

FACTS: 1. Since 2004, the City of Paso Robles has held a 4,000 acre-foot per year (AFY)
entitlement in Lake Nacimiento.

2. Total delivery entitlement secured by Paso Robles and other project participants now
totals 9,655 AFY, leaving 6,095 AFY available as “Reserve Water”.

3. In September 2015, Paso Robles joined other participants in applying for an additional
delivery entitlement in accordance with applicable provisions of the Nacimiento Project
Water Delivery Entitlement Contract (Attachment 1).

4. Subsequently, County Service Area 10A plus two other entities joined in the entitlement
allocation.

5. The action would proportionally distribute Reserve Water as an “additional delivery
entitlement share” among participants.

6. No additions or expansion to the water delivery system are proposed, and no operational
changes would result from this action.  Additionally, no new or amended permits are
associated with this action.

7. Pursuant to CEQA, the City prepared an environmental analysis on the potential
implications of this action which determined that no potential environmental impacts are
anticipated as a result of the additional water delivery entitlement.  A Draft Negative
Declaration was prepared and circulated for a 30-day public review period, which
commenced on December 4, 2015 and ended on January 4, 2016.  No comments were
received on the draft Negative Declaration. The draft Negative Declaration is provided in
Attachment A.

ANALYSIS AND 
CONCLUSIONS The San Luis Obispo County Flood Control & Water Conservation District (herein 

referred to as the “District”), is entitled to no less than 17,500 acre feet of water per year 
(AFY) from Lake Nacimiento.  A portion of that water is held for lakeside uses (e.g. 
1,750 AFY), leaving 15,750 AFY available for use in other areas of San Luis Obispo 
County.   
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The City of Paso Robles, along with four other agency participants, currently holds 
entitlement to a combined 9,655 AFY of water.  This leaves 6,095 AFY of “Reserve 
Water” that is not yet contractually committed. The Nacimiento Water Project 
infrastructure has an existing capacity to deliver the full 15,750 AFY.

The proposed project or “action” of the City of Paso Robles is to accept its proportionate 
share of “reserve water,” thereby fully allocating the Nacimiento “Reserve Water”.  

The District adopted a Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) for the Nacimiento 
Water Project (NWP) in 2003.  The FEIR evaluated all potential environmental effects 
that could result from construction of the facilities to deliver water from the NWP to Paso 
Robles and to other areas in the County.  It also included an analysis of water supply and 
delivery to 15 agencies, as well as transport of “Reserve Water.”  Presently, only five
agencies (including the City of Paso Robles) hold entitlement for delivery of water from 
the NWP and the terms of the delivery entitlement contract are such that those agencies 
may apply for additional delivery entitlement.  

Proposed Reserve Water Full Allocation 

Water Allocation 
Participant

Current Delivery 
Entitlement

(AFY)

Proposed Share of 
Reserve Water

(AFY)

Total at Full 
Allocation

(AFY)

City of Paso Robles 4,000 2,488 6,488

City of San Luis 
Obispo 3,380 2,102 5,482

Atascadero Mutual 
Water Company 2,000 1,244 3,244

Templeton 
Community Services 
District 250 156 406

County Service Area 
10A (Cayucos) 25 15 40

Bella Vista MHP 
(Cayucos) 0 10 10

Santa Margarita 
Ranch MWC 0 80 80

Reserve Water 6,095 0 0

Total 15,750 6,095 15,750
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The City of Paso Robles prepared the 2010 Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP) 
consistent with the buildout assumptions of the City’s 2003 General Plan.  As identified in the 
UWMP, the City anticipated acquiring an additional 1,400 AFY by 2020, bringing its total 
entitlement share up to 5,400 AFY.  The UWMP specifically notes that “Use of Nacimiento
water will reduce groundwater pumping and provide additional high quality water sources for 
City residents.”  The UWMP states additional NWP water, “…would allow the City to
stabilize future basin well pumping”

The UWMP also stated that commitment of the remaining water supply (e.g. Reserve Water), 
is being considered by the City and other agencies.  The assumptions and analysis of the 
UWMP support the City’s request for full allocation of its share of the remaining Reserve 
Water.

The amount of water proposed to be allocated to Paso Robles would be 1,088 AFY more than 
identified in the City’s 2010 UWMP.  Consistent with the UWMP, the additional allocation 
would be used to:

Increase reliability of water supplies
Reduce demand on Paso Robles groundwater basin wells 
Augment summertime peak demands 
Response to a water rights challenge
Provide for emergencies, including, water quality event, or well failure, etc. 
Address impacts of prolonged drought / climate change.   

No change to the City’s adopted General Plan, buildout assumptions or other land use 
modifications are proposed to accompany the Reserve Water Full Allocation.

With respect to the potential for growth-inducing impacts of water available to Paso Robles 
from the NWP, the NWP FEIR states, “Growth-inducing impacts of the City of Paso Robles 
would not be significant because there is a considerable projected water deficit (emphasis 
added) which would be a factor that would slow growth in this area.”  The FEIR also states, 
“Where water project supplies are in excess of water demand and are not used to reduce 
projected groundwater overdraft, then the potential growth-inducing impacts become more 
adverse and significant.”  Any additional water available to Paso Robles through full 
allocation would be in excess of demand for development allowed under General Plan build-
out.  Consequently, Reserve Water would be used for the non-development objectives listed 
above.  Therefore, full allocation of Reserve Water available through this project action would 
not be growth inducing.  
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The City’s water treatment plant, which is now operational, treats Nacimiento Water Project 
water to offset groundwater production and improve water quality.  Due to treatment plant 
capacity limitations, additional Nacimiento Water Project water will either not be transported 
to the plant or it will be released into the Salinas River underflow to recharge the aquifer and 
sustain pumping from the City’s river wells.  

No additions or expansion to the water delivery system are proposed as part of this action.  

No operational changes are proposed with delivery of additional water allocation that would 
result in increased traffic, emissions, or other water delivery system-related operational effects.  

No new or amended permits are associated with this project action.  As noted on the map 
provided in Attachment 2, the water delivery system network alignment of the existing NWP 
facilities, including the City’s turnout, “T-2”, would not require any physical changes to 
accommodate water delivery from the change in water allocation.

POLICY
REFERENCE: Paso Robles General Plan, Paso Robles Urban Water Management Plan, California 

Environmental Quality Act

FISCAL 
IMPACT: The City has been paying a proportional share of the Reserved Capacity costs such that the 

additional 2,488 AFY allocation would require no additional capital cost.  Also, because 
two new participants are buying into the NWP (Bella Vista Mobile Home Park and Santa 
Margarita Ranch Mutual Water Company), the City’s annual cost share will be reduced.   

OPTIONS: After consideration of the staff report, public record, and all public testimony, the City 
Council may wish to consider the following options: 

a. Adopt Resolution 16-XXX Certifying the Negative Declaration for the Nacimiento 
Water Project – Paso Robles Reserve Water Full Allocation and Approving and 
Accepting the City’s Reserve Water Full Allocation; or 

b. Refer the project back to staff for additional analysis; or 

c. Amend, modify or reject the above noted options. 

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Resolution No. 16-XXX Certifying the Negative Declaration for the Nacimiento Water Project – 
Paso Robles Reserve Water Full Allocation and Approving and Accepting the City’s Reserve 
Water Full Allocation 

2. Letter dated September 16, 2015, from City of El Paso de Robles and Other Participants to Wade 
Horton, County Director of Public Works regarding Application for Acquisition of Additional 
Delivery Entitlement

3. Draft Initial Study – Negative Declaration

4. Nacimiento Water Project Report “Unit Map” 
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RESOLUTION NO: 16-xxx

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES

ADOPTING A NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE 
NACIMIENTO WATER PROJECT – PASO ROBLES RESERVE WATER FULL ALLOCATION
AND APPROVING AND ACCEPTING THE CITY’S RESERVE WATER FULL ALLOCATION

WHEREAS, the City of Paso Robles joined other participants in applying for an additional delivery 
entitlement in accordance with applicable provisions of the Nacimiento Project Water Delivery 
Entitlement Contract; and 

WHEREAS, the action would proportionally distribute reserve water as an “additional delivery 
entitlement share” among participants; and 

WHEREAS, no additions or expansion to the water delivery system are proposed, and no operational 
changes would result from this action.  Additionally, no new or amended permits are associated with this 
action; and 

WHEREAS, an Initial Study was prepared pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) to evaluate whether this project would result in environmental impacts, specifically including 
any “growth inducing” impacts; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the CEQA and its implementing Guidelines, as well as the City’s Procedures 
for Implementing CEQA, an Initial Study and Draft Negative Declaration was prepared and circulated for 
a 30-day public review and comment period, which commenced on December 4, 2015 and ended on 
January 4, 2016; and 

WHEREAS, no public comments or responses were received in regard to the Draft Negative Declaration 
and Initial Study prepared for this project; and 

WHEREAS, Public Notice of the proposed Draft Negative Declaration was posted as required by Section 
21092 of the Public Resources Code; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was conducted by the City Council on January 19, 2016, to consider the 
Initial Study and the proposed Negative Declaration prepared for the Nacimiento Water Project – Paso 
Robles Reserve Water Full Allocation project, and to accept public testimony on the project and 
environmental determination;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.  Based on the information and analysis contained in the Initial Study prepared for this project,
the comments received and testimony presented at the public hearing, the City Council finds that there is no
substantial evidence that there would be a significant impact on the environment as a result of 
implementation of the Nacimiento Water Project – Paso Robles Reserve Water Full Allocation.

Section 2. The City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles, based on its independent judgment does 
hereby adopt a Negative Declaration for the Nacimiento Water Project – Paso Robles Reserve Water Full 
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Allocation project in accordance with the Statutes and Guidelines of the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) and the City’s Procedures for Implementing CEQA. 

Section 3.  The City Council hereby approves the Nacimiento Water Project – Paso Robles Reserve Water 
Full Allocation for the full allocation of the City’s proportionate share of the Reserve Water to the City.

Section 4. The City Clerk is directed to file a Notice of Determination with the Clerk of the County of San 
Luis Obispo in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act.

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 19th day of January, 2016, by the following roll call vote:

AYES:   
NOES:   
ABSENT:  
ABSTAIN:  

              
        STEVE MARTIN, MAYOR
ATTEST:

________________________________________
KRISTY BUXKEMPER, DEPUTY CITY CLERK
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Nacimiento Water Project
Parametric Information Basis for "Table 1"
Worksheet for Full Subscription Amendment
C. Halley 7/27/2015

Proposed Parametrics for Full Subscription

Unit
Paso TCSD AMWC SLO City CSA 10A District All Reserve Water

Deliv Entitlement as of Aug '07 4,000        250           2,000        3,380        25             -           6,095                         
Additional 2,525 158 1,263 2,134 16 -
Delivery Entitlement 6,525        408           3,263      5,514      41           -         15,750        0.00
  acre-feet per year

% Del Ent Share 41.429% 2.589% 20.715% 35.008% 0.259% 0.000% 100.000%
% Del Ent Share Among Partic Only 41.429% 2.589% 20.715% 35.008% 0.259% 0.000% 100.000%

Current Max. Instantaneous Q, (cfs) 9.03 1.03 8.29 5.10 0.04 0.00
Add'l Instantaneus Q 1 3.84 0.24 1.92 3.25 0.02 0.00
Total Max. Instan. Q, (cfs) 12.87 1.27 10.21 8.35 0.06 0.00

Max Monthly Deliv, ac-ft/mo 537.0 62.5 500.0 310.0 2.3 0.0
Add'l Monthly Deliv, ac-ft/mo 2 229.6 14.3 114.8 194.0 1.4 0.0
Total Max. Monthly Deliv, ac-ft/mo 766.6 76.8 614.8 504.0 3.7 0.0

Unit % Share of Capital Reserve Costs and O&M Costs
A 41.429% 2.589% 20.715% 35.008% 0.259% 100.000%

A1 41.429% 2.589% 20.715% 35.008% 0.259% 100.000%
B 0.000 4.421% 35.367% 59.770% 0.442% 100.000%
C 41.429% 2.589% 20.715% 35.008% 0.259% 100.000%

C1 41.429% 2.589% 20.715% 35.008% 0.259% 100.000%
D 0.000 4.421% 35.367% 59.770% 0.442% 100.000%
E 0.000 0.000 37.003% 62.535% 0.463% 100.000%
F 0.000 0.000 0.000 99.266% 0.734% 100.000%
F1 0 000 4 421% 35 367% 59 770% 0 442% 100 000%

Proposed % Share at Full Subscription
CSA10A Participating in Full Subscription

Percentage Share

F1 0.000 4.421% 35.367% 59.770% 0.442% 100.000%
F2 0.000 0.000 0.000 99.266% 0.734% 100.000%
G 0.000 0.000 0.000 99.266% 0.734% 100.000%
G1 0.000 0.000 0.000 99.266% 0.734% 100.000%
G2 0.000 0.000 0.000 99.266% 0.734% 100.000%
H 0.000 0.000 0.000 99.266% 0.734% 100.000%

H1 0.000 0.000 0.000 99.266% 0.734% 100.000%
T2 1.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 100.000%
T4 0.000 1.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 100.000%
T6 0.000 0.000 1.000 0.000 0.000 100.000%

T11 0.000 0.000 0.000 99.266% 0.734% 100.000%
Other

Unit % Share of All Other Construction Costs
A 41.429% 2.589% 20.715% 35.008% 0.259% 100.000%

A1 41.429% 2.589% 20.715% 35.008% 0.259% 100.000%
B 20.715% 3.505% 28.041% 47.389% 0.351% 100.000%
C 41.429% 2.589% 20.715% 35.008% 0.259% 100.000%

C1 41.429% 2.589% 20.715% 35.008% 0.259% 100.000%
D 20.715% 3.505% 28.041% 47.389% 0.351% 100.000%
E 20.715% 1.295% 28.859% 48.771% 0.361% 100.000%
F 20.715% 1.295% 10.357% 67.137% 0.497% 100.000%
F1 20.715% 3.505% 28.041% 47.389% 0.351% 100.000%
F2 20.715% 1.295% 10.357% 67.137% 0.497% 100.000%
G 20.715% 1.295% 10.357% 67.137% 0.497% 100.000%
G1 20.715% 1.295% 10.357% 67.137% 0.497% 100.000%
G2 20.715% 1.295% 10.357% 67.137% 0.497% 100.000%
H 20.715% 1.295% 10.357% 67.137% 0.497% 100.000%

H1 20.715% 1.295% 10.357% 67.137% 0.497% 100.000%
T2 100.000% N/A N/A N/A N/A 100.000%
T4 N/A 100.000% N/A N/A N/A 100.000%
T6 N/A N/A 100.000% N/A N/A 100.000%

T11 N/A N/A N/A 99.266% 0.734% 100.000%

Note:  Need to run District Cost Model to determine budgeted cost distribution per revised Table 1 parametric information.
1.  Additional instantaneous flow calculated at +10% peaking on additional entitlement 

2.  Additional monthly deliveries calcuated as additional entitlement delivered over 11 months

Any District Entitlement would be subject to capacity limitations per Reach according to Nacimiento Project Commission 
Drop-Off Capacities adopted Dec 15, 2005.
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