
1

TO: MEG WILLIAMSON, ACTING CITY MANAGER 

FROM: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

SUBJECT: BEECHWOOD SPECIFIC PLAN – TRAFFIC ENGINEERING CONSULTANT 
AGREEMENT AUTHORIZATION

DATE: JANUARY 19, 2016

Needs: For the City Council to consider authorizing execution of a consultant agreement for the 
City to hire a traffic consultant for the Beechwood Specific Plan - Traffic Impact Study,
specifically authorizing use of “sole-source” consultant services, and approving an 
expenditure over $20,000.

Facts: 1. The Beechwood area property owners are in the process of preparing a Draft Specific
Plan for their property.  The Council reviewed a schematic “conceptual” design a couple
years ago, and supported the applicants moving forward.

2. Completion of the project design was held up for a couple years because biological
studies that are part of the land planning constraints analysis are dependent on seasonal
weather patterns, (e.g. the drought).  This issue has been addressed, and the applicants
are moving forward to complete their project design.

3. The applicant is preparing the draft Specific Plan, which will take the better part of the
next few months.  A draft of the Specific Plan will be brought before the City Council
and the public before the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is initiated.  A Traffic
Impact Study (TIS) for the project will be part of the EIR.

4. The TIS may take several months to complete since it includes a significant amount of
data collection, analysis and coordination with Caltrans for review.

5. Since this particular study is largely based on project density and existing plus planned
growth, (which is known), City staff and the applicant think it is prudent to initiate the
study in advance of completing the Specific Plan since the timeframe for completing it
will take longer than preparing the plan.  The TIS information will also help inform
some aspects of the project design.

6. At the request and direction of City staff, Associated Transportation Engineers (ATE)
provided a proposal, including a Scope of Work, which was approved by the
Community Development Director and City Engineer. The cost of the study is proposed
in the amount of $66,115.

7. Associated Transportation Engineers (ATE), has worked on numerous local TIS
projects for the City and other applicants, and is very familiar with traffic issues in the
City.  In addition, ATE completed the Phase I work effort for this study and this
historical background is critical to a beneficial work product.

8. The City’s Purchasing Manual, under Section 7, provides for the ability of the City to
“sole source” professional services (e.g. request and receive only one proposal), when it
can be determined by the City Council that it is in the best interest of the City to do so.
In this case, ATE has strong local traffic study knowledge demonstrated through
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preparation of numerous traffic studies in Paso Robles.  ATE also has qualified expertise 
in this area of transportation engineering.

9. The City’s Purchasing Manual, under Section 6, provides that for any contract for 
“professional services” over the amount of $20,000, it must be authorized by City 
Council.  

10. The applicants have already submitted full payment of the $66,115, which was 
deposited into the application deposit account for use to prepare this traffic study.  The 
applicant also has a positive balance in the project account to cover the cost of staff 
review time and coordination with ATE.  No City funds will be used to prepare this 
study.

11. The applicants are satisfied with the scope of work, and are anxious to initiate the 
Traffic Impact Study for their project, and are in full support to use ATE Consultants.

Analysis  
and 
Conclusions: The City had favorable experiences working with ATE Consultants on numerous traffic

studies. ATE has qualified staff with the necessary expertise and experience to complete
this study.  Their proposal is acceptable to the applicant, and preparation of the study will 
not impact the City’s fiscal resources.  The City Council has the authority to sole source 
these services for the intended purpose, and to approve expenditures over $20,000.  

Policy 
Reference: City of Paso Robles Purchasing Manual

Fiscal Impact:  None 

Options: The City Council is requested to take one of the actions listed below:

a. Adopt the attached Resolution 16-XXX, determining that it is in the best interest of 
the City to sole source this Traffic Impact Study to ATE consultants in the amount of 
$66,115, and to direct staff to enter into a contract with ATE to complete this study in 
accordance with the proposal submitted by ATE. 

b. Amend, modify, or reject the above-listed action.

Attachments:

1. Draft Resolution 16-XXX
2. Proposal from ATE Consultants 
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RESOLUTION NO. 16-XXX

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES CITY COUNCIL
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A CONSULTANT AGREEMENT

TO “SOLE-SOURCE” PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO 
ASSOCIATED TRANSPORTATION ENGINEERS TO PREPARE A

TRAFFIC IMPACT STUDY FOR THE BEECHWOOD AREA SPECIFIC PLAN
AND TO APPROVE AN EXPENDITURE $66,115 FOR CONSULTANT SERVICES

WHEREAS, the Beechwood area property owners are in the process of preparing a Draft Specific Plan for 
their property; and

WHEREAS, a draft of the Specific Plan will be brought before the City Council and the public before the 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is initiated.  A Traffic Impact Study (TIS) for the project will be part of 
the EIR; and

WHEREAS, the TIS may take several months to complete since it includes a significant amount of data 
collection, analysis and coordination with Caltrans for review; and

WHEREAS, since this particular study (which will be included in the EIR), is largely based on project 
density and existing plus planned growth, (which is known), City staff and the applicant think it is prudent to 
initiate the study in advance of completing the draft Specific Plan since the timeframe for completing it will 
take longer than preparing the plan.  The TIS information will also help inform some aspects of the project 
design; and

WHEREAS, Associated Transportation Engineers (ATE) provided a proposal including a Scope of Work, 
which was approved by the Community Development Director and City Engineer; and 

WHEREAS, ATE has worked on numerous local TIS projects for the City and other applicants, and is very 
familiar with traffic issues in the City.  ATE completed the Phase I work effort for this study and this 
historical background is critical to a beneficial work product; and

WHEREAS, the City’s Purchasing Manual, under Section 7, provides for the ability of the City to “sole 
source” professional services (e.g. request and receive only one proposal), when it can be determined by the 
City Council that it is in the best interest of the City to do so.  In this case, ATE has strong local traffic study 
knowledge demonstrated through preparation of numerous traffic studies in Paso Robles.  ATE also has 
qualified expertise in this area of transportation engineering; and

WHEREAS, the City’s Purchasing Manual, under Section 6, provides that for any contract for “professional 
services” over the amount of $20,000, it must be authorized by City Council; and

WHEREAS, the applicants have already submitted full payment for the cost of the study, which was 
deposited into the application deposit account.  The applicant also has a positive balance in the project 
account to cover the cost of staff review time and coordination with ATE.  No City funds will be used to 
prepare this study; and

WHEREAS, ATE has qualified staff with the necessary expertise and experience to complete this study.  
Their proposal is acceptable to the applicant, and preparation of the study will not impact the City’s fiscal 
resources, and the City Council has the authority to sole source these services for the intended purpose, 
and to approve expenditures over $20,000. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of El Paso de Robles approves authorizing 
execution of a consultant agreement for the City to hire a traffic consultant for the Beechwood Specific Plan - 
Traffic Impact Study, specifically authorizing use of Associated Transportation Engineers, as a “sole-source” 
for consultant services, and approving an expenditure over $20,000, in the amount of $66,115, paid for by the 
project applicant.

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 19th day of January, 2016, by the following roll call vote:

AYES:   
NOES:   
ABSENT:  
ABSTAIN:  

              
        STEVE MARTIN, MAYOR
ATTEST:

_____________________________________________
KRISTEN L. BUXKEMPER, DEPUTY CITY CLERK 
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