
TTO:  JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM:  WARREN FRACE, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT: OTR 15-004 & 15-008 - REQUEST TO REMOVE FOUR OAK TREES  

(LOT 5 & 6, TRACT 2805 – RON BERRY) 2021 & 2024 KLECK ROAD 
 
DATE: NOVEMBER 3, 2015 
 
 
Needs: For the City Council to consider a request by Margaret Holstein on behalf of 

Ron Berry, to remove four oak trees in conjunction with the development of 
two vacant lots within Tract 2805. 

Facts: 1.  The proposed oak tree removals are located at  2021 Kleck Road (Lot 5) and 
2024 Kleck Road (Lot 6), within Tract 2805. See Vicinity Map, Attachment 1.  

 
2. The request is as follows:  
 

OTR 15-004 -Lot 5: remove Tree #1793 a 24-inch diameter Blue Oak 
(Quercus Douglasii) and Tree #1794 a 14-inch diameter Blue Oak 
(Quercus Douglasii); See Site Plan, Attachment 2. 

 
OTR 15-008 - Lot 6: remove Tree #1578 a 25-inch diameter multi-trunk 
Blue Oak (Quercus Douglasii) and Tree #1577 a 17-inch diameter Blue 
Oak (Quercus Douglasii). See Site Plan, Attachment 3. 

 
3. An Arborist Report, prepared by A&T Arborists (Attachment 4) provides the 

following information on the trees:  
 

Tree 1793: is in declining health due to a significant cavity in the trunk 
Tree 1794: Arborist does not indicate the tree has any health issues; the 
need removal to accommodate proposed home.  
Tree 1577 & 1578: Arborist does not indicate the trees have any health 
issues; the need removal to accommodate proposed home. 

 
4. Planning Staff visited the site with owner representative to review the trees. 

It does appear that there is sufficient area on the site to build homes on the 
lots without the need to remove the trees. However, in order to 
accommodate the proposed custom house site plans for each lot, there is a 
need to remove the four trees. 
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5. With the approval of Tract 2805, the Planning Commission also approved 
PD 06-006, which approved a Development Plan for the Tract that included 
building envelopes on each lot, See Attachment 5. The envelopes are areas 
outside of oak tree Critical Root Zones (CRZ) where homes would be built. 
In order to modify the building envelopes, the Planning Commission would 
need to approve a subsequent amendment to PD 06-006. 

 
6. Prior to taking an amendment to the Commission to consider modifying the 

envelopes, it is necessary to get Council consideration of the proposed oak 
removals. 

 
  

 
Analysis 
And  
Conclusion: As mentioned above, there is adequate room to construct homes on Lots 5 and 6 

without the need to remove oak trees and be consistent with the Lot 
Development Plan approved with Tract 2805. However, the applicant is 
proposing large custom homes with unique floor plans that conflict with the 
location of the 4 trees. 

 
 The Arborist has provided information that indicates that the reasons why he 

recommends removal of the four trees. Staff did visit the site and review the 
trees proposed to be removed. The trees do not appear to have significant 
aesthetic value, and based upon the multiple other trees that will remain on the 
lot, if allowed to be removed there would still be substantial oak coverage. 

 
If the City Council allows for the removal of the trees, the applicant is prepared 
to plant the necessary replacement oak trees as required by the Oak Tree 
Ordinance. If Council does not approve the removal request, the applicant will 
need to redesign the project to preserve the oak trees. Additionally, if the 
Council allows the removal of the trees as proposed, the building envelopes for 
each lot will need to be modified, which will require action (PD Amendment) 
by the Planning Commission. 
 

Policy 
Reference: Paso Robles Municipal Code Section 10.01.010 (Oak Tree Ordinance) 
 
Fiscal 
Impact: None. 
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OOptions: 1.  A.  Adopt Resolution No. 15-xx approving OTR 15-004 for Lot 5, allowing 
the removal of one 24-inch Blue oak tree based on the tree having 
structural problems, and, one 14-inch Blue oak tree based on allowing 
the home to be constructed, and, require six (6) 1.5-inch diameter Blue 
Oak replacement trees to be planted at the direction of the Arborist, or 
payments made to the City’s oak tree replacement fund. 

 
  B.  Adopt Resolution No. 15-xx approving OTR 15-008 for Lot 6, allowing 

the removal of one 25-inch multi-trunk Blue oak tree and one 17-inch 
Blue oak tree based on allowing the home to be constructed, and, 
require seven (7) 1.5-inch diameter Blue Oak replacement trees to be 
planted at the direction of the Arborist, or payments made to the City’s 
oak tree replacement fund. 

 
2. Amend, modify or reject the above options. 

 
 
Attachments:  

1. Vicinity Map 
2. Site Plan – Lot 5 
3. Site Plan – Lot 6 
4. Arborist Report  
5. Development Plan for Tract 2805 
6. Resolution – OTR 15-004 
7. Resolution – OTR 15-008 
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RESOLUTION NO. 15- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES  
AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF TWO OAK TREES (OTR 15-004) 

LOT 5, TRACT 2805 - 2021 KLECK ROAD  
(BERRY) 

  
WHEREAS, Margaret Holstein has submitted a request on behalf of Ron Berry, to remove oak trees, on 
Lot 5 of Tract 2805, 2021 Kleck Road; and 
 
WHEREAS, the trees proposed to be removed are one 24-inch diameter Blue Oak (Tree 1793) and one 
14-inch diameter Blue Oak (Tree 1794); and 
 
WEREAS, the request for the trees to be removed is in conjunction with the intent of building a new 
home on the vacant lot; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Arborist Report has been prepared by A&T Arborists, which indicates that the 24-inch 
tree is declining as a result of a large cavity, and the 14-inch tree needs to be removed to accommodate 
the new house on the lot; and 
 
WHEREAS, the trees are two of 21 trees on the lot; if these trees were to be removed, the remaining 19 
oak trees would be preserved on site; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Community Development Director could not make the determination that the tree is 
“clearly dead or diseased beyond correction,” and therefore, Section 10.01.050.C of the Oak Tree 
Ordinance would consider the tree “healthy” and require that the City Council make the determination of 
whether the tree should be removed or not, after consideration of the factors listed in Section 
10.01.050.D; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does 
hereby: 
1. Authorize the removal of Tree 1793 and Tree 1794 based on the trees having health issues and 

are conflicting with the proposed housing improvements, and request that the Planning 
Commission consider an amendment to PD 06-006, to modify the building envelope for Lot 5 
to allow for the custom home to be built on the lot, as indicated on Attachment A, Site Plan;  

 
2. Require six (6) 1.5-inch diameter oak replacement trees to be plated at the direction of the 

Arborist, or the necessary funds donated to the City’s Oak Tree Replacement Fund. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles this 3rd day of 
November 2015 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:       ____________________________________ 
 Steven Martin, Mayor 
 
ATTEST :____________________________________ 

Kristy Buxkemper, Deputy City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. 15- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES  
AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF TWO OAK TREES 

AT 2024 KLECK ROAD – LOT 6 (OTR 15-008) 
(BERRY) 

  
 
WHEREAS, Margaret Holstein has submitted a request on behalf of Ron Berry, to remove oak trees, on 
Lot 6 of Tract 2805, 2028 Kleck Road; and 
 
WHEREAS, the trees proposed to be removed are one 25-inch diameter Blue Oak (Tree 1578) and one 
17-inch diameter Blue Oak (Tree 1577); and 
 
WEREAS, the request for the trees to be removed is in conjunction with the intent of building a new 
home on the vacant lot; and 
 
WHEREAS, the removal of the trees would is necessary to provide an area to accommodate the new 
house on the lot; and 
 
WHEREAS, if these trees were to be removed, there are numerous other oak trees would be preserved 
on site; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Community Development Director could not make the determination that the tree is 
“clearly dead or diseased beyond correction,” and therefore, Section 10.01.050.C of the Oak Tree 
Ordinance would consider the tree “healthy” and require that the City Council make the determination of 
whether the tree should be removed or not, after consideration of the factors listed in Section 
10.01.050.D; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does 
hereby: 
1. Authorize the removal of Tree 1577 and Tree 1578 based on the removal being necessary to 

accommodate the proposed house on the lot, and request that the Planning Commission 
consider an amendment to PD 06-006, to modify the building envelope for Lot 6 to allow for 
the custom home to be built on the lot, as indicated on Attachment A, Site Plan;  

 
2. Require seven (7) 1.5-inch diameter oak tree replacement trees to be plated at the direction of the 

Arborist, or the necessary funds donated to the City’s Oak Tree Replacement Fund. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles this 3th day of 
November 2015 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  

____________________________________ 
 Steven Martin, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Kristy Buxkemper, Deputy City Clerk 
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