
TO: James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM: Meg Williamson, Assistant City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Tourism Collaboration Committee (TCC) Appointments 
 
DATE: September 2, 2014  
 
 
NEEDS: For City Council to consider appointments for two vacant Tourism Collaboration 

Committee seats. 
 
FACTS: 1. The Tourism Collaboration Committee (TCC) advises the City Council   on 

matters relating to tourism for the City of Paso Robles. 
 

 2.  The TCC is comprised of seven (7) members, who are two “At Large” members 
of the tourism industry and the head administrator of the Paso Robles Chamber 
of Commerce, Paso Robles Wine Country Alliance, Paso Robles Main Street 
Association and Travel Paso Robles Alliance.  

 
 3. The two “At Large” seats on the TCC are currently vacant.  
 
 4. The City publicized the availability of the two advisory seats through a press 

release, notice on the City’s web site, and direct contact with known individuals in 
the tourism industry.  Fourteen (14) candidate applications were received.  

 
 5.   A subcommittee of the TCC consisting of Norma Moye, Amanda Diefenderfer, 

Jennifer Porter and Shonna Howenstine was formed to conduct preliminary 
candidate interviews and make a recommendation to the full TCC for discussion. 

 
 6. On August 6, 2014, the candidate subcommittee interviewed fourteen (14) 

candidates.  
 
 7.   On August 12, 2014 the TCC met and considered the subcommittee’s top two 

recommended candidates.  After discussion of the varied skill sets and beneficial 
attributes that each of the candidates could bring to the work of the committee, 
the TCC voted unanimously to recommend the City Council appoint the slate of: 

 
  Debbie Thomas of Thomas Hill Organics 
  Joel Peterson of Solterra Strategies and the Paderewski Festival 
 
 8. The two “At Large” TCC seats are for two (2) year terms.   
 
ANALYSIS & 
CONCLUSION: After considering a quality group of fourteen (14) candidates, the Tourism 

Collaboration Committee  is recommending that the City Council appoint Debbie 
Thomas of Thomas Hill Organics (restaurant industry) and Joel Peterson of Solterra 
Strategies and the Paderewski Festival (destination marketing and cultural/historical 
event). The addition of a member of the restaurant industry and a professional 
marketing person with a background in Paso Robles history and cultural events will 
bring valuable insights to the TCC and allow the committee to continue to support 
tourism.   
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 The Committee was impressed with the outpouring of interest from the tourism 

community to serve in this advisory capacity and has indicated the desire and ability to 
work with all those who showed interest in a resource capacity.  The City’s Tourism 
Coordinator is committed to involving these individuals in specific project focused 
activities.   

 
POLICY 
REFERENCE: Resolution No. 14-054 and Tourism Collaboration Committee Bylaws  
 
FISCAL 
IMPACT: No impact to the General Fund 
 
OPTIONS: a. For the City Council to accept the recommendation of the Tourism Collaboration 

Committee (TCC) to appoint Debbie Thomas and Joel Peterson to two year 
terms on the Tourism Collaboration Committee, or  

   
 b. Amend, modify, or reject the above option. 
 
 
 
Prepared by:  Shonna Howenstine 
 
Attachments: 1. List of TCC Candidates 
 2. Applications for Debbie Thomas and Joel Peterson 
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