
TO: James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM: Doug Monn, Public Works Director 
 
SUBJECT: Union Road – Kleck to Montebello Oaks  
 
DATE: February 4, 2014 
 
 
NEEDS: For City Council to consider the final design and budget for the Union Road 

Improvement Project (Kleck to Montebello Oaks).  
 
FACTS: 1. Union Road is a heavily traveled east/west thoroughfare serving 10,800 vehicle 

trips daily. 
 
 2. The section between Kleck and Montebello Oaks is in serious disrepair, narrow, 

with a blind hilly curve intersected by private drives and a misaligned intersection 
at Walnut Drive. 

 
 3. These factors led to its high repair priority. 
 
 4. Concurrently the City received a $533,500 grant to install bike lanes and improve 

the surface of Union Road, from Kleck to Montebello Oaks. 
 
 5. On May 7, 2013, City Council directed staff to initiate neighborhood outreach for 

design of the road because repairs needed to include some grade changes, 
widening, and hilltop retaining walls. 

 
 6. Neighborhood meeting notes are attached. 
 
 7. Two major issues came up from the neighborhood: 

  a. Provide a means to control the speed of travel. 
  b. Provide a safe way to cross Union Road from the south to the north as new 

sidewalk will be installed on the north side. 
 
 8. To address these concerns, the final design includes the following: 

  a. Two electronic flashing devices to notify motorists to slow down 
  b. Painted crosswalks and a raised pedestrian refuge island at Montebello Oaks. 
 

 9. As previously reported, the final design components consist of the following: 
 

a. Improved site distance by decreasing the existing “crest” on the road. (Note: 
this work would require lowering the existing road profile by 2-3 feet in 
elevation. This also triggers the need to install a 12 foot high retaining wall 
along the south side of the road). 

 
b. Because the road profile is lowered, this triggers the need to relocate and lower 

existing utilities so that they will have adequate cover. These utilities are: 
Waterlines 
High pressure gas main 
Communication lines 
Cable TV lines 
Electrical lines and poles 

 
c. New on-street/striped bike lanes on both sides of the road 
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d. New concrete sidewalk at the north side 
 
e. New streetlights 
 
f. Re-alignment of the Walnut/Union intersection to provide a more standard 

“tee” intersection 
 

 10. Another added feature is to improve the intersection at Golden Hill and Union 
Roads to provide two lanes southbound at Golden Hill to improve traffic 
congestion during peak hours. 

 
ANALYSIS & 
CONCLUSION: The final design with the above features was presented to the City Council Ad Hoc 

Committee (Steinbeck and Strong). They support the design as presented. 
 
 The 12-foot retaining wall needs to have a surface treatment to prevent graffiti and to 

mitigate its massive look. To that end, three options are presented for consideration. 
The final treatment and color will be similar to the three options attached but not 
exact. We will provide a performance specification and require the contractor to 
submit a test panel for the City’s review prior to implementation. All three options 
presented are similar in cost. 

 
POLICY 
REFERENCE: Resolution No. 12-088 directing staff to apply for the BTA grant. 
 
FISCAL 
IMPACT: As noted, the City has received a BTA grant in the amount of $533,500. Based on the 

final design the total project costs are: 
 
 Expended to date: 

  Design  $ 150,000 
  Potholing of utilities     33,000 

                                                     Total to date     $ 183,000 

 As the project moves into the construction phase, funding needs are follows: 
 
  Construction $ 1,485,500 
  Water line relocation  328,000 
  Utilities __ 100,000 
  Subtotal $1,913,500 
   
  Contingency      290,000 
   $2,203,500 
 
  Construction staking, soils compaction testing, 
  construction administration, utility relocation 
  coordination   450,000 
  Construction total $ 2,653,500 
 
  Previous expenses (design & potholing)       183,000 
 
  Total budget needed $ 2,836,500 
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Funding sources available: 
 BTA Grant $ 533,500 
 USHA Grant 297,000 
 Union/46 Specific Plan Road Fund 510,000 
 Water Operations Fund 328,000 
 Supplemental Tax 285,000 
 HUTA (aka gas tax) *      883,000 
   $ 2,836,500 
 
 Note:  It is projected that in FY 2013/14 the City will receive $883,000 in HUTA funds. 
 
 
OPTIONS: a. Adopt Resolution No. 14-xx allocating a budget of $2,836,500 to Budget No. 

225.910.5452.657 from the following resources: 
 BTA grant $ 533,500 
 USHA grant 297,000 
 Fund 225 (Union/46 Specific Plan) 510,000 
 Water Operations Fund 328,000 
 Fund 103 (Supplemental Tax) 285,000 
 Fund 200, 201, 202, 203, 210 (gas tax)       883,000 
   
 b. Direct staff to proceed with wall treatment performance specifications similar to 

the three options as presented. 
 
 c. Amend, modify, or reject the above option. 
 
 
Prepared by:  Ditas Esperanza, P.E., Capital Projects Engineer 
 
Attachments: 1)  Final design 
 2)  Neighborhood meeting notes 
 3)  Resolution 
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RESOLUTION NO. 14-xxx 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
APPROVING FINAL DESIGN AND ALLOCATING FUNDS  

FOR THE UNION ROAD PROJECT (KLECK TO MONTEBELLO OAKS) 
  

 
WHEREAS, The City received a Bicycle Transportation Act (BTA) grant in the amount of $533,500 to install 
bike lanes and improve the surface of Union Road, from Kleck to Montebello Oaks; and 
 
WHEREAS, City Council directed staff to initiate neighborhood outreach for design of the road; and 
 
WHEREAS, in response to concerns expressed at neighborhood outreach meetings, the final design includes 
the following elements: a) two electronic flashing devices to notify motorists to slow down; and b) painted 
crosswalks and a raised pedestrian refuge island at Montebello Oaks; and 
 
WHEREAS,  an additional feature of the final design is to improve the intersection at Golden Hill and Union 
Roads to provide two lanes southbound at Golden Hill to improve traffic congestion during peak hours; and 
 
WHEREAS, expenses in the amount of $183,000 have been incurred to date (design and utility potholing); 
and 
 
WHEREAS, $2,653,500 is the estimated cost of the construction phase, as detailed in the February 4, 2014 
staff report, for a total estimated project cost of $2,836,500; and 
  
WHEREAS, funding is available from the following sources:  BTA grant–$533,500; USHA grant–$297,000; 
Fund 225 (Union/46 Specific Plan)–$510,000; Water Operations Fund–$328,000; Fund 103 (Supplemental 
Tax)–$285,000; Fund 200, 201, 202, 203, 210 (gas tax)–$883,000. 
 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1. The City Council of the City of Paso Robles does hereby approve the Union Road 
Improvement Project (Kleck to Montebello Oaks) as presented to City Council February 4, 2014. 
 
SECTION 2. The City Council does hereby allocate $2,836,500 from available funds as specified above to 
Budget No. 225.910.5452.657 for the project. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 4th day of February 2014 by 
the following vote: 

AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAIN: 

   
  Duane Picanco, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 

  

Caryn Jackson, Deputy City Clerk   
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