
        

TO:  James L. App, City Manager 

FROM:  Meg Williamson, Assistant City Manager 

SUBJECT: TPRA - Advisory Member Appointment  

DATE:  December 17, 2013 

NEEDS: For the City Council to consider appointment for a partial term to the Travel Paso 
Robles Alliance (TPRA) Advisory Committee.    

FACTS: 1.  The Travel Paso Robles Alliance (TPRA) was established in 2009 in 
conjunction with the formation of the Tourism and Lodging Promotions 
Business Improvement District (BID).  

       2. The TPRA consists of seven members who advise City Council on 
the marketing/spending priorities for funds generated by the BID.    

3.   Members are appointed for 3-year staggered terms, and must be a 
hotelier to be eligible for membership on the TPRA. 

4.  Advisory Member Shawn Styler was appointed to a 3-year term that 
would be expiring on October 31, 2014.  Mr. Styler has tendered his 
resignation from the TPRA effective December 1, 2013.  

5. The TPRA’s contracted Destination Manager contacted hoteliers to recruit 
those who might be interested  in applying to serve on the TPRA.   Two local 
hotel representatives indicated their interest: 

 Brittany Tonkin – Assistant General Manager, Courtyard Marriott 
 John Arnold - General Manager, Holiday Inn Express & Suites 
  
6.   At their meeting of November 26, 2013, the TPRA interviewed the two

interested hoteliers.  On a 5-0 vote, the TPRA recommended the City 
Council appoint John Arnold to the vacant remaining (11 month) term.    

ANALYSIS
AND
CONCLUSION: The focus of the TPRA’s discussion after interviewing the two candidates, was to see 

an appointee with experience serving on committees and with established 
relationships in the community.  The TPRA also indicated their commitment to orient 
additional hoteliers to the committee’s work in order to grow the pool of experienced 
member candidates for the future.  

POLICY
REFERENCE: Tourism and Lodging Promotions Business Improvement District Advisory 

Committee (the TPRA) bylaws. 

OPTIONS:           a.    For the City Council to accept the recommendation of the TPRA for appointment 
     of John Arnold to a vacant TPRA Advisory member seat for a partial  
     remainder term through October 31, 2014. 

b.  Amend, modify or reject the above options.

Attachments:  Advisory Body Applications for each candidate 
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