
TO:  JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM:  ED GALLAGHER, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT: OTR 13-005 - REQUEST TO REMOVE FIVE OAK TREE AT 3328 SPRING STREET 

– RICK JEFFREY (UPTOWN CENTER) 
 
DATE: AUGUST 6, 2013 

Needs: For the City Council to consider a request by Rick Jeffrey to remove five oak trees in 
relation to the Uptown Center project. 

 
Facts 1. The site is located at 3328 Spring Street. Please see Vicinity Map (Attachment 1). 
 

2. There are five Coast Live Oak trees located on the site (Trees No. 1-5), that are all being 
requested to be removed. An Arborist Report has been provided (Attachment 3) which 
indicates that the trees are young and are growing into chain-link fence. Trees 1-4 are all 
multi-trunk, and are in the form of bushes rather than trees.  Tree No. 5 is the largest of 
the trees and is multi-trunk tree that the Arborist indicates has structural issues. 

 
3. Planning Staff went out to the site to review the trees. Since all five trees show signs of 

growth the Director could not make the determination that the trees are “clearly dead or 
diseased beyond correction.” Therefore, Section 10.01.050.C of the Oak Tree Ordinance 
would consider the trees “healthy” and require that the City Council make the 
determination of whether the tree should be removed or not, after consideration of the 
factors listed in Section 10.01.050.D.  
 

4. The Planning Commission discussed the oak tree removal request along with their 
review and approval of the Uptown Center project on July 9, 2013. The Commission 
recommended that the City Council approve the removal of the five trees. 

 
5. Mr. Jeffrey has indicated that he would be willing to pay the required replacement funds 

in to the City’s Oak tree replacement fund. This would require payment for twelve (12) 
1.5-ich diameter trees ($200 per tree, for a total of $2,400). 

 
Analysis 
And  
Conclusion: The Arborist Report prepared for this project indicates that Trees No. 1-4 are young trees that 

have grown within the existing chain link fence that has been on site for many years. Tree No. 
5 is the largest of the trees and also has bush-like characteristics. It also has grown into the 
chain link fence and according to the Arborist Report, the crotch of the tree, where the 
multiple trunks come together is weak and in poor condition. 
 
The trees are young trees that do not appear to have been cared for or pruned in the past. 
While the trees are healthy and could be designed around, given their location and low 
aesthetic value, the applicant is requesting that the trees be removed and replacement trees be 
planted in more useful focal areas and that can be used for shade. It is the City Council’s 
discretion to determine if the trees warrant removal. If the Council does not approve removal, 
a condition of approval has been added to the PD resolution that would require the applicant 
to bring the project back to the DRC to demonstrate a redesign of the site plan to preserve the 
oak trees can be achieved.  
 



It should be noted that in 2007 the City Council approved the removal of Tree No. 1, with a 
previous project proposed by Mr. Jeffrey on this site. The tree was located within the entrance 
driveway of the project on 34th Street, which is the same situation for this project. 
 

Policy 
Reference: Paso Robles Municipal Code Section 10.01.010 (Oak Tree Ordinance) 
 
Fiscal 
Impact: None. 
 

Options: A.  Adopt Resolution No. 13-xx approving OTR 13-005, allowing the removal of five 
Coast Live Oak Trees, in relation to the Uptown Center project, and require twelve 
(12) 1.5-inch diameter Coast Live Oak replacement trees, or the payment of $2,400 
into the City’s oak tree replacement fund. 

 
B. Amend, modify or reject the above options. 

 
Attachments:  

1. Vicinity Map 
2. Oak tree location map 
3. Arborist Report 
4. Resolution 





















RESOLUTION NO. 13-xxx 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES  
AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF FIVE OAK TREES AT 3328 SPRING STREET  

(UPTOWN CENTER – RICK JEFFREY) 
 
 

WHEREAS, Rick Jeffrey has submitted a request to remove five Coast Live Oak trees in relation to the 
Uptown Center project located at 3328 Spring Street; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Community Development Director could not make the determination that the tree is 
“clearly dead or diseased beyond correction,” and therefore, Section 10.01.050.C of the Oak Tree 
Ordinance would consider the tree “healthy” and require that the City Council make the determination of 
whether the tree should be removed or not, after consideration of the factors listed in Section 
10.01.050.D; and 
 
WHEREAS, Chip Tamagni of A & T Arborists submitted an Arborist Report indicating that the trees are 
young, and have not been maintained in the past; and 
 
WHEREAS, on July 9, 2013, with the review of the Uptown Center project, the Planning Commission 
recommended that the Council approve the removal of the five trees in order to accommodate the 
Uptown Center project. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does 
hereby: 
 
1. Authorize the removal of five (5) Coast Live Oak trees based on the trees being in poor 

locations, having low aesthetic value, and allowing reasonable use of the property for the purpose 
in which it is zoned;  

 
2. Require twelve (12) 1.5-inch diameter Coast Live Oak replacement trees, or the payment of 

$2,400 into the City’s oak tree replacement fund. Planting of the trees or payment into the fund 
is required prior to the issuance of the Permit for removal of the oak trees. 

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles this 6th day of August 
2013 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  
 
   
  Duane Picanco, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 

  

Caryn Jackson, Deputy City Clerk   

 


