
TO:  James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Meg Williamson, Assistant City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: S.L.O. Grand Jury Report – City Council Email Accessibility   
 
DATE:  June 4, 2013 
 
 
NEEDS: For the City Council to consider a response to the Grand Jury’s findings 

regarding City Council email accessibility.   
  
FACTS: 1. The San Luis Obispo County Grand Jury provided the City a report 

concerning City Council email accessibility on April 30, 2013.  
 
 2.   The Grand Jury Report requires a response by July 26, 2013.   
 
 3. The Grand Jury’s “findings” and “recommendations” are detailed with the 

City’s responses (attached).  The City is only asked to respond to Finding 
No. 5 and Recommendation No. 2.  

 
ANALYSIS & 
CONCLUSION:   The Grand Jury determined that the City’s practice of providing City 

domain email addresses for City Councilmembers was proper.  The Grand 
Jury recommended that all agencies in the County provide a disclosure 
that email correspondence sent to or from members of the City Council 
are considered public records and may be subject to disclosure and 
additional distribution pursuant to the Public Records Act and/or Brown 
Act.  The City has implemented that recommendation.   

 
POLICY  
REFERENCE: City Council Policies and City’s E-Mail/Internet Use Policy.    
 
FISCAL 
IMPACT: No fiscal impact is associated with the Grand Jury’s recommendation.   
 
OPTIONS: a.   For the City Council  to authorize the attached response to be sent to 

the S.L.O. Grand Jury regarding City Council email accessibility; or   
 
 b. Amend, modify or reject above option.  
 
Attachments:  

1. City Response to Grand Jury, dated June 4, 2013 
2. Grand Jury Report, dated April 30, 2013 



        June 4, 2013 
 
 
 

Response to April 2013 Grand Jury Report 
 

“Email Accessibility to City Government” 
 

 
Responder:   James L. App, City Manager 
  City of Paso Robles 
 
 
FINDINGS:  
 

We agree with the finding number: 5 
  

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

Recommendation number 2 has been implemented. 
 
 (See attached statement of explanation in response to recommendations) 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: ________________ Signed:  _____________________________________ 
      James L. App, City Manager 
Number of pages attached:  1 
 



ATTACHMENT 

Response to April 30, 2013 Grand Jury Report 
 

“Email Accessibility to City Government”   
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above referenced Grand Jury report. 
  
The City of Paso Robles does provide each City Councilmember with a City domain email 
address and posts those email addresses on the City’s website www.prcity.com as well as other 
publicly distributed materials.   Councilmembers are provided with printed business cards 
where their City domain email addresses are cited.  
 
In addition to individual accounts, Councilmembers may also receive external email via several 
group accounts, including: 
 
Council@prcity.com – All five Councilmembers 
Council-CM@prcity.com – All five Councilmembers plus the City Manager 
 
All email account addresses are listed on the City Council’s Home Page: 
http://www.prcity.com/government/citycouncil/index.asp. 
 
Having access to the City’s computer system, the City Councilmembers are subject to the City’s 
adopted E-Mail /Internet Use Policy, where communications sent over the system may be 
subject to disclosure under the Public Records Act, Brown Act,  or litigation. 
 
Upon receiving the Grand Jury’s April 30, 2013 report the City implemented recommendation 
No. 2  to add a disclaimer statement on the City Council’s home page.  The following statement 
is now posted:  
 
NOTE: 
E-Mail correspondence sent to or from members of the City Council are considered public 
records and may be subject to disclosure and additional distribution pursuant to the Public 
Records Act and/or Brown Act. 
  
 
   














