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TO:        James L. App, City Manager 

 

FROM:     Ed Gallagher, Community Development Director 

 

SUBJECT:    Joint City Council and Planning Commission Workshop on Low-Impact Development 

Regulations 

 

DATE:       March 26, 2013 

 

 

 

NEEDS: For the City Council and Planning Commission to conduct an educational workshop to 

receive information on how to integrate Low-Impact Development (LID) features into 

new projects and redevelopment of existing property. 

 

FACTS: 1. The City is required by the State Water Board to manage storm water differently than 

in the past, with an emphasis in maintaining storm water runoff that results from 

impervious surfaces. 

 

 2. The Water Board has specific metrics for determining compliance with their new 

requirements.  LID site design features provide tools to comply with the new 

mandates. 

 

 3. General information on LID is provided in Attachment A. 

 

 4. City staff is preparing new, and in some cases, revised regulations to provide options 

and flexibility for developers to integrate LID site design features into their plans. 

 

 5. It is important that the City Council, Planning Commission and local development 

community understand how to apply LID regulations.  Therefore, an educational 

workshop on how to integrate LID will be presented by Rick Engineering. 

ANALYSIS & 

CONCLUSION:  

The LID Workshop will shed some light on understanding what the “post-

construction” or, more accurately described as “pre-design”, requirements are to 

comply with the new regulations.  The information presented will describe how LID 

will impact development and what the differences are between conventional 

(traditional) storm water management approaches and what is now expected.  The 

new regulations apply to various sizes of projects and thresholds.  The workshop will 

illustrate project size thresholds and options on how to incorporate LID features.  

There will also be a discussion on design challenges and implications.  Discussion of 

cost factors and on-going maintenance will also be provided. 

 

Other discussion topics will include alternative methods for compliance, such as 

using the public right-of-way to accomplish storm water management.  An example 

of this is the 21st Street project.   
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As noted in Fact #5, the purpose of the workshop is to educate the Council, 

Commission, and the public on how to implement LID requirements, and to provide 

background information for forthcoming amendments to the Municipal Code and 

City Standards.  No action is recommended. 

 

POLICY 

REFERENCE: 2003 General Plan, Central Coast Water Board Resolution # 2012-0025 

 

FISCAL 

IMPACT: Incidental costs associated with on-going implementation of the City’s Storm Water 

Management Plan. 

 

OPTIONS: a. Receive information on LID regulations. 

 

 b. Amend, modify or reject the foregoing option. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

A – General Information on LID 
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