
TTO:  James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Ed Gallagher, Community Development Director 
 
SUBJECT: Paso Robles Street at US 101 Exit Ramp 
 
DATE: November 20, 2012 
 
Needs: For the City Council to discuss improvement options at the junction of the south terminus 

of Paso Robles Street and the north bound exit from State Route 101 freeway. 
 

Facts:                 1. Paul Viborg has submitted a letter dated August 14, 2012, requesting the City Council 
to “decide the fate” of South Paso Robles Street. 

 
2. The configuration of the access to properties south of the terminus of Paso Robles 

Street is essentially unchanged since the construction of the freeway in 1956.  At that 
time, the land was considered river bottom and need for access was limited if any. 

 
3. Given today’s economics, and by the modern measure of the flood plain, there is land 

south of the ramp that has development potential and value, so long as it is developed 
in accordance with the City’s Flood Plain ordinance. 

 
4. In order for the general public to access development of the land south of the Paso 

Robles Street off-ramp, modern improvements are needed that must satisfy both City 
and Caltrans standards for safety; and any special requirements for vehicles associated 
with the proposed land development, such as larger trucks.  

 
Analysis 
and 
Conclusion The intersection of the northbound freeway off-ramp with the southern terminus of Paso 

Robles Street presents design challenges left from a freeway designed in a mid-50s rural 
context.  In the current configuration, the demarcation between the City property and 
Caltrans freeway right-of-way runs perpendicular through the northerly portion of the 
off-ramp.  No such configuration would be considered by either the City or Caltrans 
today. 

 
In addition to the concern of accessing properties to the south is the need to accommodate 
turnaround movements from south bound Paso Robles Street.  Currently, the stop sign at 
the ramp provides the only protection for ramp traffic from vehicles either turning back 
to the north or attempting to access properties to the south. 

 
 The City received correspondence from Caltrans in regard to the Reed development 

application and in response to Viborg’s application for Tentative Tract 2922.  Significant 
concerns raised by Caltrans include modification of an isolated off-ramp, access control 
within proximity of Caltrans right-of-way, and a general disfavor of “hook” ramps (ramps 
ending in sharp turns).  Caltrans suggestions for improvements include the development 
of a 90-degree intersection with Paso Robles Street (includes reconstruction of the exiting 
off-ramp) or a roundabout.   

 



 We believe the roundabout has the potential to be the least land invasive and most cost 
effective solution.  Our very preliminary estimate of cost is $4.8 million.   The next step 
would be a more robust analysis. 

 
Options to fund the improvements include formation of a benefit assessment district to 
surrounding properties.  The traffic analysis needed to support the project may include 
allocations of shares to benefitting parties.   At their workshop in February, 2012, the City 
Council recommended the inclusion of the roundabout on the Needs List for the 
transportation section of the AB 1600 development impact fee program.  The question of 
the City’s share of the project versus benefitting land owner’s still needs to be determined.   

 
The freeway ramp “intersection” with Paso Robles Street lies upon land relinquished by 
Caltrans to the City.  The City is currently responsible for maintenance of this land.  
Designation of improvements as a “public street” follows a process of design and 
construction resulting in a safe alignment; accommodating development opportunities of 
surrounding properties, turnarounds for south bound Paso Robles Street traffic and 
freeway ramp volumes projected in the Circulation Element of the General Plan.  

 
PPolicy 
Reference: Streets and Highways Code; Circulation Element of the General Plan  
 
Fiscal 
Impact: None  
 
Options: a.     Receive and file the report from the City Engineer outlining improvement options at 

the Paso Robles Street freeway off-ramp.   
 
b.    Amend, modify or reject the above option. 

 
Attachments (4) 

(1) Viborg Letter  
(2) Map   
(3) Caltrans Letter 1-4-11 
(4) Conceptual Plan of Roundabout 
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