
        

TO:  James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Meg Williamson, Assistant City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: 2012 Airport Day Modification Request  
 
DATE:  June 19, 2012 
 
NEEDS: For the City Council to approve a request by the Estrella Warbirds Museum to change 

the date of the 2012 Airport Day Event and modify the scope of the activity.  
 

FACTS: 1.    On April 3, 2012, the City Council approved a request by the North County 
Cloud Clippers to host the annual Airport Day event on September 8, 2012. 

 
 2. The Estrella Warbirds Museum has submitted a request to modify this year’s 

event by changing the date from September 8 to Saturday, September 29, and to 
include an airshow consisting of Warbird fly-bys and aerobatics.  

 
 3. The North County Cloud Clippers concur with the proposed changes and will 

participate in this event with their radio-controlled aircraft flights. 
 
 4.  The event proposal would require the City to process an FAA Waiver to allow 

temporary “closure” of the airport airspace during the airshow activities.     
 
 5.  The event activities will be focused along the west side of the airport in front of 

the public Terminal and tarmac space.  
 
 6.  The Airport Advisory Committee has reviewed the request and considered the 

many factors and issues involved. They took action at their May 24th meeting to 
recommend approval of this request to the City Council.   

ANALYSIS 
AND 
CONCLUSION: The airshow event continues to be a time to showcase the airport and aviation. The 

Museum’s recent affiliation with the Planes of Fame organization and their renowned 
collection of vintage aircraft provides a unique opportunity to accomplish this objective 
in a much larger manner. The relationship also begins to pave the way to increased 
activity at future events. 

POLICY 
REFERENCE: Airport Rules & Regulations, Section 10.50; FAA Order 8900.1 
 
FISCAL 
IMPACT: This event will remain fiscally neutral to the City. Any expenses incurred will be 

compensated by revenues derived from the event. 
 
OPTIONS: a.         For the City Council to approve the proposed changes, as presented. 
   
 b.       Amend, modify or reject the above option. 
Attachments: 
1) Estrella Warbirds Letter  
2) North County Cloud Clippers Letter  
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June 5, 2012 

Mrs. Meg Williamson, Assistant City Manager  

City of El Paso de Robles 

1000 Spring Street 

Paso Robles, CA 93446 

Dear Meg: 

The Estrella Warbird Museum (EWM) desires to take over the responsibility of hosting the annual Airshow at the Paso Robles 

Municipal Airport from the North County Cloud Clippers (NCCC) and to change the date, this year, to September 29, 2012. As you 

know, our museum has expanded dramatically since our hiatus from the event. We are continuing to grow and feel ready to, again, host 

the event. 

We have recently developed a relationship with the Planes of Fame Museum (POF), a flying museum dedicated to preservation of 

aviation history, located in Chino, CA. We are actively working to get a portion of their extensive, flying warbird inventory, located to the 

Paso Robles Airport. They are one of the most sought after flying museums in the United States. They have been looking for another 

major venue for an airshow and we have been looking for more early military aircraft. The potential benefits to our museum, the 

community, and to the City are extraordinary. It’s been over 10 years since we have had a major, airshow type, event at the airport. With 

the city’s blessing, that will change. 

The first airshow will introduce collaboration between EWM, POF, and NCCC. This first airshow is planned for September 29, 2012. It 

will be a small preview to the first major event in 2013. This “preview” show will be comprised of 12 Planes of Fame aircraft doing fly-

bys, R/C model demonstration, and various other vintage aircraft displays. The event will be anchored on the airport main ramp area to 

allow for future expansion as the airshow grows. This event will be fiscally neutral to the city. All airport tenants will have access to their 
businesses/hangars. The Planes of Fame staff will be working closely with and training our people for the major event in 2013. That 

event is planned to include approximately 30-40 vintage flying warbirds, a major performer, and various static display aircraft. Each 

subsequent event will be larger, eventually include a major military flight demonstration team, and include a vintage car show. 

Our goal is to make our airport day airshow the largest event in central California, bringing in major airshow performers to headline our 

airport, the Paso Robles area, and to provide the most unique family event possible.  

Sincerely, 

 

Sherm 

Sherman Smoot 

Co-Mgr., Airshow Team 

 




