
TO:  JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: ED GALLAGHER, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT: OTR 12-005 - REQUEST TO REMOVE FORTY-FOUR OAK TREES AT 3700 

MILL ROAD (VINA ROBLES, INC.) 
 
DATE: APRIL 17, 2012 

Needs: For the City Council to consider a request by Tim Reed on behalf of Vina Robles 
Inc., to remove forty-four additional oak trees in conjunction with the construction 
of the new amphitheater project. 

 
Facts:              1. The site is located at 3700 Mill Road, See Attached Aerial Photo of site 

(Attachment 1). 
 

2. In August 2009, the Planning Commission approved an amendment to PD 02-
002, allowing for the development of the Vina Robles Amphitheater project. 

 
3. On August 16, 2011, the City Council adopted Resolution 11-109 allowing for 

the removal of 68 oak trees. The removal permit has been issued and the 68 trees 
have been removed. 

 
4. Tim Reed submitted the removal application along with a letter; tree matrix and 

photographs (see Attachments 2, 3 and 4). The letter indicates that after precise 
surveying was performed, it was determined that the original plans did not 
correctly show the location of multiple oak trees. The recent survey indicates that 
22 additional oak trees need to be removed as a result of the original survey not 
being accurate. 

 
5. An Arborist Report by Chip Tamagni of A&T Arborists (Attachment 5), has 

been provided which indicates the size and condition of each tree. 
 
6. Besides the 22 trees described above, Vina Robles is requesting that 13 trees be 

removed to accommodate the pedestrian walkway. Removal of the trees would 
allow for a pedestrian bridge to be installed on the project site between the 
parking area and the amphitheater. The original project called for some 
significant retaining walls that would be required to accommodate the transition 
area between the parking lot and the pedestrian bridge. By allowing the removal 
of the trees, the bridge can be built in a manner that would work better with the 
grade of the parking lot and plaza areas, and not end up with trees located within 
tree wells that would result in only the tips of trees extending above the parking 
lot and plaza grade. 

 
7. Lastly, Vina Robles is requesting that 9 oak trees be allowed to be removed for 

“practical purposes”. The Arborist indicates that the construction of retaining 
walls and trees wells to preserve the trees does not seem to be worth the effort to 



save the trees. In the case of the 9 trees, the Arborist indicates that the trees are 
not significant trees and are not worth the cost and effort it would take to build 
retaining walls and tree wells to preserve them. 

 
Analysis 
And  
Conclusion: Planning Staff did walk the site with Tim Reed and Chip Tamagni to view the 

proposed tree removals. It is evident that the trees are smaller groups of trees, many 
having multi-trunks. None of the trees appear to be significant aesthetic trees. There 
are hundreds of trees being protected on the site with many large monument oak 
trees being protected and used as focal points around the amphitheater site.  
 
It will be up to the City Council to determine if the applicant’s request to remove the 
trees is warranted based on finding No. 2 of the Oak Tree Ordinance that indicates 
that the removal of the trees would “allow construction of improvements or otherwise allow 
reasonable use of the property for the purpose for which it has been zoned”.  
 
If the City Council allows for the removal of the forty-four trees, the applicant is 
prepared to plant the necessary replacement oak trees as required by the Oak Tree 
Ordinance, or pay the required fees to the oak tree replacement fund. If Council 
does not approve the removal request, the applicant will need to redesign the project 
to preserve the oak trees.  
 

Policy 
Reference: Paso Robles Municipal Code Section 10.01.010 (Oak Tree Ordinance) 
 
Fiscal 
Impact: None. 
 
Options: A.  Adopt Resolution No. 12-xx approving OTR 12-005, allowing the removal of 

forty-four (44) Blue oak trees based on the trees conflicting with the location 
of the new amphitheater project, and therefore allowing reasonable use of the 
property for the purpose in which it is zoned, and require forty-eight (48) 2.5-
inch diameter Blue Oak replacement trees to be plated on site, at the direction 
of the Arborist, or payments made to the City’s oak tree replacement fund. 

 
B. Amend, modify or reject the above options. 

 
 
Attachments:  

1. Vicinity Map 
2. Letter from Tim Reed 
3. Tree Matrix 
4. Tree Photos 
5. Arborist Report 
6. Resolution to approve the removal of the tree. 

 

























RESOLUTION NO. 12-xxx 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES  
AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF FORTY-FOUR OAK TREES AT 3700 MILL ROAD  

(VINA ROBLES AMPHITHEATER) 
  
 
WHEREAS, Tim Reed, on behalf of Vina Robles, Inc., has submitted a request to remove forty-four 
Blue Oak Trees, at the Vina Robles site located at 3700 Mill Road; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Community Development Director could not make the determination that the tree is 
“clearly dead or diseased beyond correction,” and therefore, Section 10.01.050.C of the Oak Tree 
Ordinance would consider the tree “healthy” and require that the City Council make the determination of 
whether the tree should be removed or not, after consideration of the factors listed in Section 
10.01.050.D; and 
 
WHEREAS, It is evident that the trees are smaller groups of trees, many having multi-trunks and that 
none of the trees appeared to be significant aesthetic trees; and 
 
WHEREAS, there are hundreds of trees being protected on the site with many large monument oak trees 
being protected and used as focal points around the amphitheater site; and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does 
hereby: 
 
1. Authorize the removal of forty-four (44) Blue Oak trees based on allowing Vina Robles to 

construct the amphitheater on site at a location that would maximize the function of the 
buildings and therefore allow the reasonable use of the property for the purpose for which it has 
been zoned;  

 
2. Require forty-eight (48) 2.5-inch diameter Blue Oak replacement trees to be plated at the 

direction of the Arborist. The trees will need to be shown on the Oak Tree Replacement Plan for 
the project. All replacement trees will be required to be planted at the satisfaction of the Project 
Arborist and the City, prior to a Certificate of Occupancy for the Amphitheater. 

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles this 17th day of April 
2012 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  
 
   
  Duane Picanco, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 

  

Caryn Jackson, Deputy City Clerk   

 


