
 

   

TO:  JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER 

 

FROM: ED GALLAGHER, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 

 

SUBJECT: 2011 CEQA UPDATE (CITY INITIATED) 

 

DATE:  SEPTEMBER 20, 2011 

 

Needs:  For the City Council to consider and approve the draft 2011 City of Paso Robles 

CEQA Guidelines Update. 

 

Facts: 1. The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) is embodied in the California 

Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq; the State’s Guidelines to Implement 

CEQA (Guidelines) are embodied in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations 

Sections 15000 et seq. 

 

2. CEQA Section 21082 and Guidelines Section 15022 require public agencies to adopt 

objectives, criteria, and specific procedures consistent with CEQA and the Guidelines 

for administering their responsibilities under CEQA, including the orderly evaluation 

of projects and preparation of environmental documents.  

 

3. The City’s Rules and Procedures for Implementing CEQA (Rules and Procedures) are 

intended to address the most common situations faced by the City on a day-to-day 

basis in complying with CEQA. Where there are situations that are not addressed by 

the City’s rules and procedures, or if any portion of these rules and procedures 

conflicts with any provision of, or amendment to, CEQA or the Guidelines, the 

provisions of CEQA and the Guidelines shall control.  

 

4. In September 2009 the City approved the first update to the CEQA Guideline since 

1992, in September 2009. That update incorporated language pertaining to 

procedures to implement AB 32 and SB 97 related to climate change, among other 

modifications.  However, the provisions incorporated into the Guidelines in 2009 

related to climate change were “interim procedures” until the State amended the 

State CEQA Guidelines.  The State’s amended Guidelines became effective in 2010. 

  

5. The new procedures are recommended to be incorporated into the City’s CEQA 

Guidelines.  See Exhibit 1, Changes to CEQA Procedures. 

  

6. The State also made modifications to the CEQA “Initial Study Checklist”. This 

Checklist is used in making environmental determinations.  Changes to the Initial 

Study checklist are related to Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Forestry and Agricultural 

Resources, and Transportation.  The modifications (Initial Study pages 2, 4, 5, 8, 15, 

and 16) are provided in Exhibit 2. 

 

7. The Planning Commission considered the draft 2011 City of Paso Robles CEQA 

Guidelines Update on April 12, 2011 and made a recommendation to the City Council 

to adopt the revised regulations and the revised Initial Study Checklist. 
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Analysis 

and 

Conclusion: State law requires that the City establish its own procedures on how it complies with 

CEQA.  As noted, our current procedures were updated fairly recently, however new 

changes took effect last year.  Therefore, they also need to be incorporated into the 

City’s Guidelines. 

 

The previous update added a section to the City Guidelines, in Chapter 5, entitled, 

“Evaluating for Climate Change (Interim Provisions)”.  The newly updated language will 

replace this section, and will include information on how to measure the significance 

of greenhouse gas emissions.  The new section is titled, “Determining the Significance 

of Impacts from Greenhouse Gas Emissions”.  The revised language is provided in 

Exhibit 1. 

 

An Initial Study Checklist form is used in determining the potential impacts that may 

result from a project.  Modifications to the Initial Study Checklist are also included in 

the CEQA Guidelines Update.  The Checklist includes a revised list of topics under 

list of “Environmental Factors Potentially Affected” and changes to some of the topic 

questions.  New topics include “Greenhouse Gas Emissions”, and “Forestry” was 

added to the Agriculture topic.  New or revised Initial Study questions are focused 

on Section II. Agriculture and Forestry, Section VII. Greenhouse Gas Emissions, 

and Section XVI. Transportation/Traffic.  See Exhibit 2, Updated Initial Study 

Checklist pages 2, 4, 5, 8, 15, and 16, with modifications highlighted. 

 

Fiscal 

Impact: No fiscal impacts are anticipated in conjunction with the adoption of the 2011 CEQA 

Update.   

 

Options: After consideration of all public testimony, that the City Council considers the 

following options:  

 

  a.   Adopt the 2011 Rules and Regulations for Implementation of CEQA; 

 

b.  Amend, modify or reject the foregoing option. 

 

Exhibits: 

 

1.  Excerpt from Draft CEQA Guidelines Update, September 2011  

2.  Updated  Initial Study Checklist pages 

3.  Public Hearing Notice 
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