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TO:  JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: ED GALLAGHER, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT: OTR 11-007 - REQUEST TO REMOVE 68 OAK TREES FOR THE 

VINA ROBLES AMPHITHEATER PROJECT (VINA ROBLES, INC.) 
 
DATE: AUGUST 16, 2011 

 
Needs: For the City Council to consider a proposal by Vina Robles, Inc. to remove 68 

oak trees on the property located at 3700 Mill Road (See attached Vicinity Map, 
Exhibit 1). 

 
Facts: 1. This is a request to remove 68 oak as part of the applications (Planned 

Development Amendment 02-002 and Conditional Use Permit 11-004) to 
develop an amphitheater at Vina Robles. 

 
2. The project requires removal of 68 oak trees (2 are dead) for grading land 

within an oak woodland area for the construction of an outdoor 
amphitheater and seating area, associated ancillary buildings, parking lot, 
and 10 duplex bungalow units.   

 
3. The site has an extensive oak woodland area with hundreds of oak trees 

located on it.  The proposed project has been designed to avoid as many 
oak trees as possible, and recognition that existing trees provide a natural 
project amenity.  

 
4. Most of the proposed tree removals are relatively young (less than 20 years 

old), small and of mediocre health and aesthetic quality. 
 
5. In conjunction with its review of the project on July 26, 2011, the Planning 

Commission adopted a Mitigated Negative Declaration which identified the 
proposed removals as a potentially significant environmental impact.  
However, with mitigation measures incorporated, the removal of the trees 
would not result in significant impacts.  (See attached Oak Tree Report, 
Exhibit 2). 

 
6. For the trees #1 and #225, the Community Development Director 

determined that they are “clearly dead or diseased beyond correction,” and 
that the trees should be removed, and do not require mitigation. 

Analysis 
And  
Conclusion: The arborist report indicates that 256 oak trees were surveyed within the 

project impact area.  The arborist notes that the project was modified during 
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the design phase of the project to reduce potential oak tree removals from 136 
to 68, including the 2 dead trees. 

 
According to Section 10.01.050.D, there are several factors that the City 
Council needs to review when considering the removal of oak trees. These 
factors along with Staff’s analysis of each factor are listed below: 
 
D.  If a request is being made to remove one or more healthy oak trees for which a permit to 

remove is required, the director shall prepare a report to the City Council, outlining the 
proposal and his recommendation, considering the following factors in preparation of his 
recommendation.  

 
1.  The condition of the oak trees with respect to its general health, status as a public 

nuisance, danger of falling, proximity to existing or proposed structures, interference 
with utility services, and its status as host for a plant, pest or disease endangering 
other species of trees or plants with infection or infestation; 

   
Chip Tamagni from A&T Arborists submitted a report with the project 
on October 21, 2010.  The report describes the health of the trees.  The 
report provides a tree rating system to gauge general health and 
condition, with “0” indicating a tree is dead, and a scale of 1-10, with 10 
being the best health.  The report notes that of the 68 trees proposed to 
be removed, two are dead, one tree is rated “1”; four trees are rated 
“2”; 32 trees are rated “3”; 27 trees are rated “4”; and two trees are 
rated “5”.  Thus, most trees are rated between 3 and 4. 

   
2.  The necessity of the requested action to allow construction of improvements or 

otherwise allow reasonable use of the property for the purpose for which it has been 
zoned. In this context, it shall be the burden of the person seeking the permit to 
demonstrate to the satisfaction of the director that there are no reasonable alternatives 
to the proposed design and use of the property. Every reasonable effort shall he made 
to avoid impacting oak trees, including but not limited to use of custom building 
design and incurring extraordinary costs to save oak trees; 

 
 The proposed amphitheater is oriented to take advantage a natural 

“bowl” feature on the landscape.  This is important for acoustics and 
guest seating.  This is where a majority of the oak tree removals are 
proposed.  The original site plan was redesigned to reduce oak tree 
removals from 136 to 68.  The applicant understands that the oak trees 
provide value to the property and enhance the aesthetic quality, and 
have designed their project to reduce the need to remove trees to the 
extent possible. 
 

3.  The topography of land, and the potential effect of the requested tree removal on soil 
retention, water retention, and diversion or increased flow of surface waters. The 
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director shall consider how either the preservation or removal of the oak tree(s) would 
relate to grading and drainage. Except as specifically authorized by the planning 
commission and city council, ravines, stream beds and other natural water-courses 
that provide a habitat for oak trees shall not be disturbed; 

 
 The project will require considerable grading to re-contour the terrain 

to meet the design configuration of the amphitheater.  Minimal grading 
would be required for the hotel, bungalows, and parking lot.  Excess 
soil will be incorporated on the site primarily within the parking lot 
area.  The site has been designed to not impact existing drainages 
courses on the far eastern side of the property.  The project specifically 
incorporates low-impact development (LID) storm water drainage 
features to retain water on the site, and drain into the soil.  The 
impermeable improvements around the stage seating areas, concourses, 
parking areas, and walkways are designed to provide surface flow to 
landscape areas and to below grade collection systems. 

 
4.  The number, species, size and location of existing trees in the area and the effect of 

the requested action on shade areas, air pollution, historic values, scenic beauty and 
the general welfare of the city as a whole; 

 
 The existing property includes an extensive oak woodland located on 

the eastern area of the site with hundreds of oak trees, plus a few oak 
trees scattered around the property.  The proposed oak tree removals 
will require oak tree replacement mitigation of approximately 166 
inches (dbh) of tree replacements.  Most of the removals are small and 
young.  The replacements (at maturity) will adequately mitigate potential 
air quality and scenic impacts that may result from the removals, 
including benefits such as sequestration of air pollution, oxygen 
production, restoration of wildlife habitat, and restoration of natural 
scenic beauty.  Given the scale of the oak woodland, the removal of 68 
oak trees would not result in a noticeable reduction of trees on the site, 
as seen from the public right-of-way.  Therefore, it is not anticipated 
that the removal of these trees (with mitigation) will significantly impact 
environmental resources or the aesthetic quality of the site. 

 
5.  Good forestry practices such as, but not limited to, the number of healthy trees the 

subject parcel of land will support. 
 

Of the 68 trees that would be removed, there are hundreds of other 
trees that would be preserved and improved with tree trimming and 
other measures to restore the health of remaining trees.  If the site 
cannot reasonably accommodate the planting of the oak tree 
replacements, the applicant shall work with the City to identify other, 
more suitable locations to plant them. 
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Policy 
Reference: Paso Robles Municipal Code Section 10.01.010 (Oak Tree Ordinance) 
 
Fiscal 
Impact: None. 
 

Options: A.  Adopt Resolution No. 11-XX approving OTR 11-007, allowing the 
removal of the 68 oak trees with oak tree replacement required. 

 
B. Amend, modify or reject the above options. 

 
 
Staff Report prepared by Susan DeCarli. 
 
Exhibits:  

1. Vicinity Map 
2. Tree Location Map  
3. Arborist Report 
4. Resolution to approve the Oak Tree Removals 
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RESOLUTION NO. 11-xxx 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES  
AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF 68 OAK TREES FOR PD AMENDMENT 02-002 AND 

CUP 11-004 VINA ROBLES, INC. 
  
 
WHEREAS, Vina Robles, Inc. has submitted a request to remove 68 oak trees; and 
 
WHEREAS, the removal of the trees is in relation to a Mitigated Negative Declaration approved by the 
Planning Commission of July 26, 2011, and PD Amendment 02-002 and CUP 11-004 which are 
anticipated to be approved by the Planning Commission on August 9, 2011 and; 
 
WHEREAS, with the approval of the Mitigated Negative Declaration, PD Amendment 02-002 and CUP 
11-004 Planning Commission recommended the removal of the 68 oak trees; and 
 
WHEREAS, two of the trees are clearly dead or diseased beyond correction and were approved for 
removal by the Community Development Director per Section 10.01.050.C of the Oak Tree Ordinance; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, regarding the 66 remaining oak trees, the Director could not make the determination that 
the trees are “clearly dead or diseased beyond correction,” and therefore, Section 10.01.050.C of the Oak 
Tree Ordinance would consider the tree “healthy” and require that the City Council make the 
determination of whether the trees should be allowed to be removed after consideration of the factors 
listed in Section 10.01.050.D; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council considered the factors listed in Section 10.01.050.D; and 
 
WHEREAS, in conjunction with the entitlements noted above, Chip Tamagni of A & T Arborists 
submitted an Arborist Report analyzing all of the oak trees located within the development area that may 
be impacted by the project and require tree protection methods.  Protection measures were identified for 
potentially impacted trees that would remain.  The report also identified the health of the 68 trees 
proposed for removal.  The tree removals were rated in terms of their relative health on a scale of 1-10, 
with 10 being the best health.  Two of the trees are identified to be dead, 64 of the 66 trees are rated “4” 
or below, and two trees are rated “5”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the project design would necessitate the need to remove healthy oak trees due to grading 
and construction of the amphitheater, ancillary buildings, and parking lot; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does 
hereby: 
 
1. Authorize the removal of 68 oak trees based on the trees being in marginal health, minimal 

environmental and scenic impacts, and that the removals are necessary in order to accommodate 
the proposed project. 

 
2. Require the planting of 166 inches diameter replacement oak trees to be planted on the site at the 

direction of the arborist to ensure maximum potential for the trees to flourish, and/or off site at 
a location at the direction of the Community Development Director.  The specific size and 
number of replacement trees shall be determined by the project arborist provided that the 
replacement trees equal the required mitigation requirement. 

 

8-16-11 CC Agenda Item 13  Page 33 of 34



PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles this 16th day of 
August, 2011 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  
 
   

  Duane Picanco, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 

  

Caryn Jackson, Deputy City Clerk   
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