
 
TO: James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM: Doug Monn, Public Works Director 
 
SUBJECT: Repairs – Golden Hill Road Water Tank & Merry Hill Water Tank  
 
DATE: May 17, 2011  
 
 
 
NEEDS: For City Council to consider appropriating funds for design, specifications and bid 

documents associated with needed structural repair of the Golden Hill Road Tank No. 
1 and Merry Hill Tank. 

 
FACTS: 1. City staff inspected Golden Hill Road Tank No. 1 and Merry Hill Tank and 

determined that both structural repair of supportive members. Photos are 
attached. 

 
  Golden Hill Road Tank No. 1 
 ▪ The roof vent has serious corrosion and metal loss. 
 ▪ There is severe metal loss on the rafters, flanges, shear area of the roof 

support column and attachment bolts. 
 ▪ Due to the metal loss, the roof structure is compromised and its seismic 

resiliency is poor. 
 
  Merry Hill Tank 
 ▪ The roof plate has a significant amount of corrosion. 
 ▪ Piping connections have aged and do not have the flexibility for seismic 

movement. 
 ▪ The interior and exterior coatings are old and deteriorating in areas that are 

structurally critical.  
There are no plans to replace this tank. The proposed work is to extend its 
useful life. This work is budgeted in the approved CIP for FY 2010 – 2011. 

 
 2. In conjunction with addressing the corrosion issues found at the two tanks, staff 

requires the assistance from a qualified engineer to determine the extent of the 
corroded surface and its effect on the strength of structural members in order to 
determine which member can be repaired and which may require replacement.  

 
 3. Once the scope of work is defined, bid specifications would be prepared and the 

scope of work advertised for bid in accordance with the Public Works Contract 
Code. 

 
ANALYSIS & 
CONCLUSION: Section 6106 of the Public Contract Code outlines the requirements for evaluating 

proposals and negotiating final scope and fee with an engineering firm. The code 
states that engaging the services of a professional consultant must be based on 
qualification(s) of the individuals making the proposal(s). Once a firm is selected, the 
City may then negotiate the final scope and fee and enter a contract with the most 
qualified firm.  
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 Due to the nature of the work required to perform maintenance to the tanks, Staff 
issued a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) to several firms. No fees were requested for 
the RFQ. Five firms responded: 

  
 AECOM Penfield and Smith 
 Cannon Robert W. Miles 
 Harper & Associates  
  
  
 AECOM has previously provided design for repair of the tanks subsequent to the San 

Simeon Earthquake and as a result demonstrated the most knowledge in being able to 
evaluate and provide alternatives for rehabilitation of the structural roof members and 
associated coating. They also provided the best experience in preparing bid 
documents specifically in accordance to Public Works Contract Code.  Staff therefore 
negotiated a final scope and fee with AECOM.  

  
POLICY 
REFERENCE: Water Maintenance Manual 
 
FISCAL 
IMPACT: Staff negotiated a scope of work and fee with AECOM. Their fee to perform the 

work is $53,362. It is proposed that a budget of $58,700 be adopted for this project as 
follows: 

 AECOM fee $ 53,362 
 10% contingency       5,336 

 Total $ 58,698 

                   The proposed $58,700 budget is broken-out for each tank as follows: 
 Merry Hill Tank                       $ 11,700 
 Golden Hill Tank                     $ 47,000 

  Total   $ 58,700 

 
 The adopted CIP budget has allocated $100,000 towards the repairs of Merry Hill  

Tank. There is no budget allocated for Golden Hill Tank. The City Council will need 
to allocate $47,000 for Golden Hill Tank.  

 
 The Merry Hill Tank repair budget allocation was approved in the CIP Budget for FY 

2010-11 for $100,000.  It is proposed that the budget for the Golden Hill Tank repair 
be allocated from Fund 600 of the Water Operations Budget. 

 
OPTIONS: a. Adopt Resolution No. 11-xx allocating $47,000 from Fund 600 to Budget No. 

600.910.5452.697 for the Golden Hill Tank repair and awarding a contract to 
AECOM in the amount of $53,362 to prepare bid documents for the Merry Hill 
and Golden Hill Road tank repairs. 
 

 b. Amend, modify, or reject the above option. 
 
 
Prepared by:  Ditas Esperanza, P.E., Capital Projects Engineer 
 
Attachments: 1) Resolution 
 2) Photos of water tanks 
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RESOLUTION NO. 11-XXX 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
ALLOCATING FUNDS AND AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT TO PREPARE BID 

DOCUMENTS FOR REPAIR OF GOLDEN HILL ROAD AND MERRY HILL WATER TANKS  
 
 

WHEREAS, City staff inspected Golden Hill Road Water Tank No. 1 and determined that repairs are 
needed to correct the following problems:  the roof vent has serious corrosion and metal loss; there is 
severe metal loss on the rafters, flanges, shear area of the roof support column and attachment bolts; and 
due to the metal loss, the roof structure is compromised and its seismic resiliency is poor; and 
 
WHEREAS, staff inspected Merry Hill Water Tank and determined that repairs are needed to correct the 
following problems:  the roof plate has a significant amount of corrosion; piping connections have aged 
and do not have the flexibility for seismic movement; and the interior and exterior coatings are old and 
deteriorating in areas that are structurally critical; and 
 
WHEREAS, in order to repair these tanks, bid documents must be prepared; and 
  
WHEREAS, staff issued a Request for Qualifications (RFQs) for preparation of bid documents; and 
 
WHEREAS, staff reviewed the responses to the RFQs, and negotiated a scope of work and fee with 
AECOM in the amount of $53,362; and 
 
WHEREAS, a budget of $61,400 from Fund 600 is recommended for preparation of the bid documents 
($53,362 plus contingencies). 
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:  
 
SECTION 1.  The City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does hereby allocate $47,000 from 
Fund 600 to Budget No. 600. 910.5452.697 to prepare bid documents for repairs needed at Golden Hill 
Road Water Tank No. 1. 
 
SECTION 2.  The City Council does hereby award a contract to AECOM in the amount of $53,362 to 
prepare bid documents for the water tank repairs, and authorizes signature by the City Manager. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 17th day of May 2011 by 
the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:   
ABSENT:   
   
  Duane Picanco, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 

  

Caryn Jackson, Deputy City Clerk   
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