
 
TO:  James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Christopher Alakel, Water Resources Manager 
 
SUBJECT: 2010 Urban Water Management Plan 
 
DATE:  May 17, 2011 
 
NEEDS: To present the 2010 update of the City’s Urban Water Management Plan 

(UWMP) in preparation for a public hearing and adoption of the plan June 21, 
2011.  

 
FACTS: 1. In accordance with California Water Code Sections 10610 through 10657 

(Urban Water Management Planning Act), the City is required to prepare 
and submit an Urban Water Management Plan at least every five years.  An 
adopted 2010 UWMP is required to be submitted by July 31, 2011.   

 
 2. A public hearing and adoption of the UWMP must occur 30-days prior to 

submittal to the California Department of Water Resources (DWR).  In 
addition a 60-day public notification must occur prior to the hearing date.  
This notice and was issued on April 22, 2011            .   

 
3. Qualification for state-funded grants and loans for water and wastewater 

projects is contingent upon having an UWMP on file with DWR that meets 
state requirements.  

 
4. The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) conditions the City’s 

underflow permit on having a DWR-approved UWMP.  
 
ANALYSIS & 
CONCLUSION: California regulations require UWMPs to be updated at least once every five 

years.  The 2010 UWMP builds on the 2005 UWMP, accounting for changes 
in the Water Code, new state requirements for water conservation, and 
development of the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin Groundwater 
Management Plan. 

 
 The most significant change in the 2010 UWMP is due to the State’s passage 

of SBx7-7, which requires that plans demonstrate how cities will achieve a 20 
percent reduction in per-capita water demand by 2020.  SBx7-7 requires 
changes to the format and presentation of UWMP information to 
demonstrate compliance with the 20 percent by 2020 requirement.  

 
 Demand forecasts are based on both a new state-scripted methodology 

(intended to establish a baseline for the 20x2020 target) and historic water 
use.  The two forecasts provide a range of water demand and supplies 
needed at “build out” based General Plan land use and a population 
planning threshold of 44,000.   Adequate water supplies to meet forecasted 
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demands will come from three primary sources: 1) Salinas River Underflow 
2) Lake Nacimiento allocation, and 3) Paso Robles basin wells.  Conservation 
programs and potential recycled water use, in addition to meeting state 
water conservation requirements, will reduce the City’s dependence on Paso 
Robles basin wells (deep wells).       

 
 Next steps – In order to meet the state’s deadline for plan adoption and 

submittal, a public hearing and adoption of the plan would be scheduled for 
June 21, 2011.    

 
 
POLICY 
REFERENCE: Water Code Sections 10610 through 10657 (California Urban Water 

Management Planning Act, as amended, SBx7-7); 2005 Urban Water 
Management Plan. 

 
FISCAL  
IMPACT: No new appropriations are needed to complete the 2010 Urban Water 

Management Plan.   
 
 
OPTIONS: A. Receive and File 
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