
TO: James L. App, City Manager

FROM: Doug Monn, Public Works Director

SUBJECT: Recycled Water Master Plan 

DATE: December 21, 2010 

NEEDS: For City Council to consider a contract to develop a Recycled Water Master Plan.

FACTS: 1. The City has historically relied on ground water (ground water wells plus Salinas 

2.
years. The Paso Robles Groundwater Basin includes areas of chronic and distinct 
water level decline, especially along the Highway 46 corridor east of Highway 101. 
Several studies point to the merits of recharging or offsetting pumping in this 
vicinity. 

3. Long-term water demand and supply analyses indicate that additional sources will 
be needed to maintain water supply reliability.

4. Nacimiento water was secured to help maintain an adequate, quality water supply. 
Likewise, a community-wide water conservation program was implemented to 
preserve and sustain supply.

5. Recycled water is the next most reliable and cost-effective option. It can provide 
3300 to 5400 acre-feet per year (depending on the size of the recycled system 
constructed).

6. In September 2006, Boyle Engineering (now AECOM) examined potential 
recycled water use sites, developed a list of potential recycled water customers,
and identified possible locations for recharge/percolation.

7. In March 2007, Boyle presented a conceptual recycled water system. The concept 
included delivery of recycled water for irrigation on large east side parcels, and to 
the south for recharge of the Salinas River underflow.

8. On August 5, 2010, the City issued a Statement of Qualifications (SOQ)/Request 
for Proposal (RFP) to ten firms for preparation of a Recycled Water Master Plan 
and Financial Plan. Two firms responded AECOM and Kennedy Jenks.

9. The recycled water master plan scope of work includes:

a) Estimating the recycled water customer base at build-out.

b) Examining seasonal customer demand compared against available treated 
effluent volumes.

c) Performing geotechnical evaluation to quantify hydraulic conductivity, 
percolation rates, and required pond sizes for river recharge.
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d) Analyzing percolation site environmental constraints.

e) Preparing preliminary distribution pipeline and facility plans including 
potential pipeline alignments and sizes, storage tank volumes and locations, 
pump station locations and sizes in short, a recycled water distribution 
system.

f) Preparing cost estimates for all infrastructure.

Note: It is presumed that the system will be constructed in phases as 
development occurs.

9. AECOM is the most qualified firm.

ANALYSIS &

CONCLUSION: Recycled water is needed to maintain a reliable water supply. AECOM (formerly 
Boyle) has prepared the attached Scope of W , and 
is best qualified to complete the plan.

POLICY

REFERENCE: General Plan; Integrated Water Master Plan

FISCAL

IMPACT: The Recycled Water Master Plan will be funded 50/50 from Sewer and Water 
Enterprise Funds :

AECOM fee ................................................................... $194,489
20% for reproductions and blueprints ........................ 40,000

$ 234,489

OPTIONS: a) Adopt Resolution No. 10-xx authorizing a one time budget appropriation of 
$117,300 to Budget No. 600.910.5235.686, and $117,300 to Budget No. 
601.910.5235.686, and authorizing the City Manager to enter into an agreement 
with AECOM to prepare a Recycled Water Master Plan for a not-to-exceed fee of 
$234,489.

b) Amend, modify, or reject the above option.

Prepared by: Ditas Esperanza, P.E., Capital Projects Engineer

Attachments: 1) Resolution
2)  Scope of Work

2010 12-21 CC ITM 11 Page 2 of 11



RESOLUTION NO. 10-xxx

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES
APPROPRIATING FUNDS AND AWARDING A CONTRACT TO PREPARE 

A RECYCLED WATER MASTER PLAN

WHEREAS, the City of Paso Robles has historically relied on well water (groundwater plus Salinas River underflow) to 
; and

WHEREAS, ; and

WHEREAS, long-term water demand and supply analyses indicate that additional sources will be needed to maintain 
water supply reliability; and

WHEREAS, Nacimiento water was secured to help maintain an adequate, quality water supply, and a community-wide 
conservation program was implemented to preserve and sustain supply; and

WHEREAS, recycled water is the next most reliable and cost-effective option, providing 3300 to 5400 acre-feet per year
(depending on the size of the recycled system constructed); and

WHEREAS, in September 2006, Boyle Engineering (now AECOM) examined potential recycled water use sites,
developed a list of potential recycled water customers, and identified possible locations for recharge/percolation; and

WHEREAS, in March 2007, Boyle Engineering presented a conceptual recycled water system, which included delivery 
of recycled water for irrigation on large east side parcels, and to the south for recharge of the Salinas River underflow;
and

WHEREAS, on August 5, 2010 the City issued a Statement of Qualifications/Request for Proposal to ten firms for 
preparation of a Recycled Water Master Plan; and

WHEREAS, two firms responded, AECOM and Kennedy Jenks; and 

WHEREAS, staff determined that AECOM is the most qualified firm to prepare the plan; and

WHEREAS, the recycled water master plan will be funded 50/50 from Water and Sewer Treatment Enterprise Funds.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. The City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does hereby authorize a one time budget appropriation 
of $117,300 to Budget No. 600.910.5235.686 and $117,300 to Budget No. 601.910.5235.686.

SECTION 2. The City Council does hereby authorize the City Manager to enter into an agreement with AECOM to 
prepare a Recycled Water Master Plan for a not-to-exceed fee of $234,489.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 21st day of December, 2010, by the 
following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 

ATTEST: Duane Picanco, Mayor

Caryn Jackson, Deputy City Clerk
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