
TO: James L. App, City Manager

FROM: Doug Monn, Public Works Director

SUBJECT: Landfill Master Plan 

DATE: November 16, 2010

NEEDS: For the City Council to consider a landfill master plan.

FACTS:
1. The City owns a Class III municipal solid waste landfill located near the intersection 

of Union Road and Highway 46.

2. The 145-acre facility has been in operation since 1970 and is permitted for non-
hazardous waste.  

3. Paso Robles generates 45,000 tons of solid waste annually, an estimated 32,000 tons 
of which are buried in the landfill.

4. 28 percent (13,000 tons) of all solid waste is now diverted (recycled); up to 50
percent could be.

5. might be achieved wherein all collected solid waste is 
put to beneficial use (and none is buried in a landfill).

Analysis &
Conclusion: Landfill Master Plan

Burying 32,000 tons per year of trash is not sensible if the material could otherwise be 
put to good use.  The City commissioned a master plan to explore use options (see 
Attachment A for the master plan executive summary of that document). Ideally, the 
City could put all collected solid waste to beneficial use. Such an approach presents 
economic and environmental benefits such as:

1. Minimizing waste by maximizing the reuse value of crop and forest waste (including 
use as biomass-to-energy fuel source).

2. Extending the life of the landfill through recycling, reduction, and reuse 
3. Generating power from garbage
4. Reducing methane emissions

le Opportunities 
(the entire 

document can be viewed at www.prcity.com).  Adoption of that master plan frames the 
approach to solid waste management.
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POLICY

REFERENCE: Economic Strategy

FISCAL IMPACT: Solid waste is a General Fund service. City Council would need to develop General 
Fund resources to implement the elements of the Master Plan alternatively, the 
landfill could be designated an enterprise operation where revenues could be 
reinvested in elements of the Master Plan.  

OPTIONS: a.

b. Amend, modify, or reject the above option.

ATTACHMENTS:

A. Landfill Master Plan Executive Summary

B. Resolution 10-xx Adopt Landfill Master Plan
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RESOLUTION NO. 10-xxx

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES
ADOPT THE MASTER PLAN OF SUSTAINABLE OPPORTUNITIES AT 

THE PASO ROBLES LANDFILL 

WHEREAS, the City of Paso Robles owns and operates a Class III solid waste landfill near the intersection 
of Union Road and Highway 46 under Solid Waste Facility Permit No. 40-AA-0001 from the California 
Integrated Waste Management Board; and

WHEREAS, the approximately 80-acre facility has been in operation since 1970, currently accepting an 
estimated 32,000 tons per year of waste; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Paso Robles would be better served if all collected solid waste could be put to 
beneficial use and;

WHEREAS, the increased recycling, composting and energy production proposed by the Landfill Master 
Plan would result in economic and environmental benefits.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. The City Council of the City of Paso Robles does hereby adopt the Master Plan of 
Sustainable Opportunities at the ted May 2010 by Bryan A. Stirrat & Associates.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 16th day of November 2010 
by the following votes:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 

Duane Picanco, Mayor
ATTEST:

Caryn Jackson, Deputy City Clerk
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