
TO:  James L. App, City Manager 

FROM: Doug Monn, Director of Public Works 

SUBJECT: Stop Control, 36th Street at Oak Street 

DATE: November 16, 2010 

NEEDS: For the City Council to consider placing stop sign control on 36th Street at Oak Street 
consistent with the recommendations of a traffic engineer and the California Manual of 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).   

   FACTS: 1. On September 10, the City received a letter from Ms. Jennifer Abascal 
requesting stop signs on 36th Street at Oak Street. 

2. The intersection is proximate to, and serves students that attend, both Georgia 
Brown Elementary School and the newly established First Five Learning 
Resource Center.  

3. The California MUTCD indicates a “need to control vehicle-pedestrian 
conflicts near locations that generate high pedestrian volumes”. 

   
 4. The one-way driveway exit from Georgia Brown School is located in close 

proximity to the intersection.  Drivers on southbound Oak Street may not 
expect or see drivers entering Oak Street from this driveway.  Stop signs on 
36th Street will decrease the potential of conflicts at the driveway. 

5. New stop signs must be placed in accordance with criteria established in the 
California Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). 

6. The Paso Robles School District supports the installation of stop signs on 36th

Street. 

7. The City has received an evaluation of the intersection from W-Trans of Santa 
Rosa.  W-Trans states there are compelling reasons to provide stop signs on 
36th Street at Oak Street.  

Analysis &
CONCLUSION: The City receives many requests for stop signs.  The most common concern is 

neighborhood speeding.  Stop signs are used to control right-of-way conflicts, not 
speed.  Unwarranted stop signs, those not meeting criteria established in the California 
MUTCD, typically result in disobedience resulting in higher collision rates and a 
decline in overall safety. Council consideration of stop signs should be based on an 
analysis prepared by a Traffic Engineer of applicable MUTCD criteria (see attached 
description). 
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Pedestrian activity in/out of Georgia Brown Elementary School is very high in the 
intersection of 36th and Oak Streets.   The development of the First Five pre-
school/learning resource center will further increase pedestrian activity.  MUTCD 
criteria include consideration of the presence of schools and high pedestrian activity.  
An evaluation of the intersection by W-Trans of Santa Rosa concludes that there are 
compelling reasons to establish all way stop controls at 36th and Oak Streets. 

Cross walk improvements are needed for ADA compliance.  These improvements are 
currently being designed with funding provided by CDBG.  The construction costs are 
proposed to be included in the 2011 CDBG program. 

POLICY

REFERENCE: California Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices; Municipal Code Section 
12.16.010 

FISCAL

IMPACT: $1,000 from General Fund reserves. 

OPTIONS: a.   Authorize the Director of Public Works to place stop signs on 36th Street at 
Oak Street 

b. Amend, modify or reject the above option. 

Prepared by:  John Falkenstien, City Engineer 

Attachments: Letter from Jennifer Abascal 
  Letter from Paso Robles School District 
  Stop Evaluation from W-Trans  
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