
1342793v2 32860/1007

RESPONSE OF THE PASO ROBLES CITY COUNCIL TO
THE GRAND JURY REPORT REGARDING

The 2009-
to respond to Findings 2 & 4 

and Recommendations 1, 2 and 3.  Consistent with Section 933.05, the Paso Robles City 
Council is responding to each finding and recommendation.

FINDINGS AND RESPONSES

Finding #2:
Many government buildings, parking structures and schools are candidates for rooftop 
solar.

Response to Finding #2:
The City of Paso Robles has researched the use of solar panels on its different municipal 
structures.  Municipal buildings such as the Library, Public Safety Center and the Train
Station have been analyzed to determine the amount and the cost-efficiency of such solar 
structures.  However, due to the cost of implementation and the current financial distress
caused by the economic downturn, the City of Paso Robles is unable to proceed with any 
installation of solar panels.  Should the financial results of the City improve, this may be 
a project that can be pursued.

Finding #4:
The first steps toward energy efficiency should start with retrofit of pre-1990 homes and 
buildings.

Response to Finding #4:
The City of Paso Robles was one of the first municipalities in San Luis Obispo County to 
join the effort to use AB 811 as a means for the public to secure low-cost financing for 
their personal solar or efficiency improvements.

Unfortunately, as of July 2010, it appears that other governmental entities or quasi-
governmental entities have succeeded in stopping this effort.  Both Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac have objected to the use of the funding structure as they fear too much of a 
financial burden may be placed on households that may already be unable to make 
mortgage payments and that current mortgages would be superseded in terms of debt 
seniority on each parcel.

Also the Western Riverside Council of Governments was successful in having the courts 
find that a Joint Powers Authority would not be able to offer such financing to private 
homeowners.
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Should such matters be cleared up, the City of Paso Robles will once again be part of the 
system to help homeowners upgrade the energy efficiencies.

Recommendation #1:

cities should actively promote and implement the AB 811 retrofit and rooftop solar 
program.

Response to Recommendation #1:
As noted above, the City of Paso Robles was one of the first cities to adopt a resolution to
join the Joint Powers Authority (JPA) that was created to implement the AB 811 
program.

Unfortunately, as of July 2010, the AB 811 programs appears to have been suspended
due to other governmental entities or quasi-governmental entities objecting to the method 
of financing and the priority of the lien given to such debt over other existing liens, such
as mortgages.

Recommendation #2:
The County Board of Supervisors and City Councils of all of 
cities should use the media to educate and encourage local residents and businesses to 
invest in solar power.

Response to Recommendation #2:
The City of Paso Robles, as a member of the JPA formed to implement AB 811, would 
also be participating in the marketing of the program, and educating citizens and business 
owners.  This educational process is being suspended, given the possible termination of 
the program.

The City of Paso Robles is currently not in a financial position that would allow it to 
spend funds on educating the public on investing in solar power.  Should the AB 811 
program be rejuvenated the City will once again participate in such educational efforts.

Recommendation #3:
The County Board of Supervisors and City Cou
cities need to inventory all government building rooftops as potentials for solar 
installation.

Response to Recommendation #3:
The City of Paso Robles already has conducted an inventory of all of its municipal 
bui
minimal, but the Library, Public Safety Center and the Train Station are possible 
candidates for solar panel installation if and when funds become available.
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RESOLUTION NO. 10-xxx

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING RESPONSE TO GRAND JURY REPORT 

ON SOLAR POWER

WHEREAS, pursuant to Penal Code section 933, a public agency which receives 
a Grand Jury Report addressing aspects of the public agency's operations, must 
comment on the Report's findings and recommendations contained in the Report in 
writing within ninety days to the Presiding Judge of the Superior Court with a copy to 
the Foreperson of the Grand Jury; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Paso Robles has received and 
reviewed the 2009-2010 San Luis Obispo County Grand Jury Report, dated June 22,
2010, entitled "To Go Solar or Not to Go Solar" and prepared a response to the report.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO
ROBLES DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS

Section 1. The City Council of Paso Robles approves and authorizes the City 
Council's response to the 2009-2010 San Luis Obispo County Grand Jury Report 
entitled "To Go Solar or Not to Go Solar" a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 
A and incorporated herein.

Section 2. The City Council of Paso Robles directs the City Clerk to forward the 
City Council's Grand Jury Report response to the Presiding Judge of the San Luis 
Obispo County Superior Court and to the foreperson of the San Luis Obispo County 
Grand Jury.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 7th day 
of September, 2010, by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Duane Picanco, Mayor
ATTEST:

Caryn Jackson, Deputy City Clerk
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