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TO: James L. App, City Manager

FROM: Ronald Whisenand, Community Development Director

SUBJECT:   Downtown Time Restricted Parking Zones

DATE: September 21, 2010

Needs: For the City Council to consider a proposal by a downtown merchant for 30-
minute parking zones in select downtown locations.

Facts: 1. On August 17th, the City received a proposal by downtown merchant Bobbi 
Conner, and approved by the Paso Robles Mainstreet Board, to designate 
certain downtown spaces for short-term parking.  The purpose of the plan is to 
provide more parking turnover for shoppers.

2. The plan (attached) would designate 15 spaces in the downtown for
minute time zone. Designated curbs would be painted green with white 
stencils; however, no parking signs are suggested. Painting and maintenance 
of the time zones would be the responsibility of downtown merchants.

3. Time limit parking would be voluntary, i.e., no police enforcement.

Analysis &
Conclusion: The purpose of the new parking proposal is to address customer parking in the 

downtown.  Parking turnover to aid customers is certainly not a new issue for 
downtown Paso Robles.  The City Council has authorized several studies over the 
past 10-15 years.  Each one has come to the same set of conclusions:

The City does not have a parking supply problem;
The problem is parking turnover (where merchants and employees of 
downtown businesses are parking all day long) and parkers habits (i.e., 
unwilling to walk more than one block);
Providing merchant and
effective without the tools to control and enforce;
Volunteer efforts have been ineffective; and
The method to control parking behaviors is to instit
program.

By way of background, On March 25, 2008, the Council adopted a Downtown 
Parking Management Plan to address parking turnover and provide a funding 
source for enforcement and construction of more public parking.  The plan, which 
is to be implemented as part of our Uptown/Town Centre Specific Plan, utilizes a
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-15% of parking spaces in each 
downtown block remain available for users.  The plan will accomplish the 
following:

Address parking problems by ensuring there will always be adequate parking 
in the downtown for customers
Reduce downtown traffic and eliminate the need to circle the downtown 
searching for available parking
Direct employees to non-prime parking outside of the downtown core
Provide a funding source for maintenance and enforcement of the program
Provide a funding source for the acquisition and construction of additional 
downtown parking facilities

The plan by Bobbi Conner and Mainstreet could be an interim program until the 
owntown Parking Management Plan is implemented.  However, the 

missing component is enforcement. Timed parking violations require significant 
time and repeated returns to the Downtown area to check for violations.  The 
Police Department is unable to dedicate police officer time to enforcement of 
timed parking violations.  Therefore, until the City is able to implement the 
Council approved Parking Management Plan, the proposed short term parking 
zones must be self enforced by downtown merchants/volunteers.

Policy
Reference: Downtown Parking Management Plan -for-

manage downtown parking.

Fiscal
Impact: As presented, the plan proposes a volunteer effort.  Therefore, there is no City 

expense.

Options: a. Defer action until the Town Centre Specific Plan is complete and the City can 
more fully implement parking management strategies for the downtown.

b. Approve the interim downtown time restricted parking zones with the 
understanding that painting, maintenance, and enforcement will be the 
responsibility of downtown merchants.

c. Amend, modify or reject the foregoing option.

Attached:
1. Parking Proposal
2. Draft Resolution of Approval
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RESOLUTION NO. 10-xxx

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES
APPROVING INTERIM DOWNTOWN TIME RESTRICTED PARKING ZONES

WHEREAS, the City received a proposal by a downtown merchant for 30-minute parking zones in 15 
downtown locations; and

WHEREAS, on August 9, 2010, the Paso Robles Mainstreet Board of Directors voted in support of the 
time restricted parking proposal; and

WHEREAS, downtown merchants have agreed to paint and maintain the selected spaces; and 

WHEREAS, there is acceptance by the downtown merchant and Mainstreet that the City has 
inadequate resources to enforce the time limits and therefore enforcement will be the responsibility of 
downtown merchants or be non-existent; and

WHEREAS, the City Council held a public meeting on September 21, 2010 to consider the parking 
proposal and to take public input;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, DETERMINED AND ORDERED, by the City Council 
of the City of El Paso de Robles that the downtown time restricted parking zones are approved.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED AND ORDERED that all expenses associated with installation and 
maintenance will be the responsibility of the downtown merchants and there will be no enforcement by 
City staff.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED AND ORDERED that the time restricted parking zones can be 

Management Plan of 2008.

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 21st day of September, 2010 by the following roll call vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Duane Picanco, Mayor
ATTEST:

Caryn Jackson, Deputy City Clerk
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