
PASO ROBLES CITY COUNCIL RESPONSE TO
GRAND JURY REPORT REGARDING LEAF BLOWER HAZARDS

INTRODUCTION:

The 2009-2010 San Luis Obispo County Grand Jury prepared a report titled, "Leaf Blower Hazards in San 
Luis Obispo County."  The Paso Robles City Council is required to respond to Recommendation 3. 
Consistent with Section 933.05(b)(4), the Paso Robles City Council is responding to the 
recommendation.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND RESPONSES

Recommendation # 3:

The Paso Robles City Council should adopt an ordinance paralleling a Grand Jury recommended County 
ordinance calling for a two-year phase-out of all two-cycle gasoline powered leaf blowers within the 
city.

Response to Recommendation #3:

The recommendation presupposes uniform action County-wide and requires further analysis.  
The City is preparing a Climate Action Plan to establish greenhouse gas reduction targets and 
measures to reduce targeted emissions.  If the Climate Action Plan identifies phase-out and 
prohibition of gas-powered leaf blowers as a strategy to reduce greenhouse gases, the City can 
consider measures to 

Additionally, although we understand the issues identified by the Grand Jury, the Paso Robles 
City Council does not find that an ordinance specifically regulating the use of leaf blowers is 
warranted or reasonable given the expenses related to the development and enforcement of 
such an ordinance:

Leaf blowers are mobile devices and their use is intermittent, thus the expenses 
associated enforcing the ordinance would be high

The economic downturn has necessitated a reduction in staff and a more stringent 
prioritization of responsibilities, thus the City does not have the staff or resources to 
track and monitor leaf blower use.

Private citizens would be required to replace gas-powered blowers before the end of 
their useful life constituting an economic loss.

Consequently, the City Council finds that establishing and enforcing an ordinance specifically 
aimed at regulating the use of leaf blowers is not a high priority, given the other challenges 
facing the City.
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RESOLUTION NO. XXX

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING RESPONSE TO GRAND JURY REPORT ON 

LEAF BLOWER HAZARDS IN SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY

WHEREAS, pursuant to Penal Code section 933, a public agency which receives a 
Grand Jury Report addressing aspects of the public agency's operations, must comment on the 
Report's findings and recommendations contained in the Report in writing within ninety days 
to the Presiding Judge of the Superior Court with a copy to the Foreperson of the Grand Jury; 
and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Paso Robles has received and reviewed the 
2009-2010 San Luis Obispo County Grand Jury Report, dated April 27, 2010, entitled "Leaf 
Blower Hazards in San Luis Obispo County" and prepared a response to the report.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES DOES 
HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS

Section 1. The City Council of Paso Robles approves and authorizes the City Council's 
response to the 2009-2010 San Luis Obispo County Grand Jury Report entitled "Leaf Blower 
Hazards in San Luis Obispo County," a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A and 
incorporated herein.

Section 2. The City Council of Paso Robles directs the City Clerk to forward the City 
Council's Grand Jury Report response to the Presiding Judge of the San Luis Obispo County 
Superior Court and to the foreperson of the San Luis Obispo County Grand Jury.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this ______
day of June, 2010, by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

Duane Picanco, Mayor

ATTEST:

Meg Williamson, Deputy City Clerk
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