
RESPONSE OF THE PASO ROBLES CITY COUNCIL TO 
GRAND JURY REPORT REGARDING

ELECTING CITY TREASURERS AND CLERKS

INTRODUCTION:

The 2009-2010 San Luis Obispo County Grand Jury prepared a report titled, "Electing City Treasurers 
and Clerks."  The Paso Robles City Council is required to respond to Recommendations 1, 2, 3. 4 and 5. 
Consistent with Section 933.05, the Paso Robles City Council is responding to each recommendation.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND RESPONSES

Recommendation # 1: 

The Paso Robles City Council should make sure that their investment policies are as air tight as possible 
and assure that those policies are carefully and continually followed to eliminate the potential for an 
elected treasurer to misuse his or her powers.

Response to Recommendation # 1:

This recommendation has been implemented.

The City Council receives reports on all investments of City funds. All investments are in 
accordance with the types of investments authorized by law and consistent with the investment 
policies adopted by the City Council.  .

Recommendation # 2:

The Paso Robles City Council should require that their functioning treasurers and city clerks, whether 
elected, appointed, or deputized, provide all reports required of those offices at the time designated in 
state law. 

Response to Recommendation # 2:

This recommendation has been implemented.

The practice of providing monthly financial reports to the City Council, as well as the City 
Manager and the City Finance Director, has been established and implemented for many years 
prior to the issuance of the Grand Jury Report.  The City Treasurer submits the reports to the 
City Council every month.  Given that this practice is already implemented, there is no further 
action that is required of the City Council.  The City Council would note that it is not aware of 
any specific reports that city clerks are required to provide, and that the finding upon which 
Recommendation #2 was based specifically identified the monthly financial reports required to 
be provided by city treasurers.
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Recommendation # 3:

The Paso Robles City Council should ensure that a council member carefully scrutinizes financial reports 
and backup documents regarding changes in investments, on a monthly basis.

Response to Recommendation # 3:

This recommendation has been implemented.

As mentioned above, monthly financial reports are routinely provided by the City Treasurer to 
the City Manager, the City Finance Director and the City Council.  In addition, monthly 
investment reports are posted on the City's website. Given the breadth and frequency of 
distribution and review, should there be any issues or questions regarding the City's 
investments, they would certainly be brought to the City Council's attention quickly. This 
practice has been in effect for many years.  

Recommendation # 4:

The Paso Robles City Council should consider trying to convince the electorate to make at least the 
position of treasurer appointive, by educating the electorate about the qualifications needed in a 
treasurer.

Response to Recommendation # 4:

This recommendation will not be implemented because it is not reasonable.

The City Council understands the concerns addressed in the report regarding the possibility that 
unqualified persons may run for the office of city treasurer.  However, the City Council has 
previously asked the electorate twice whether it wishes to make the offices of city treasurer and 
city clerk appointive, and the electorate has rejected that option.  The City has been fortunate 
that the City's former Director of Administrative Services has been willing to run for the office 
of City Treasurer; however, it recognizes the potential risk identified by the Grand Jury should 
Mr. Compton decide in the future not to run for that office.  Given the City's current finances 
and reduction in staff, as well as the results of elections on this issue, the City Council finds it 
would not be fiscally prudent or reasonable to place these issues on the ballot yet again.

Recommendation # 5:

The Paso Robles City Council should post the state-required monthly treasurer's report and annual 
financial statement on the city's website, in a location easy to find. 

Response to Recommendation # 5:

This recommendation has been implemented.

The monthly treasurer's report has been routinely posted on the City's website 
(www.prcity.com) for several years.  The reports can be found under the Administrative 
Services Department link.
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RESOLUTION NO. XXX

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES
APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING RESPONSE TO GRAND JURY REPORT ON 

ELECTING CITY TREASURERS AND CLERKS

WHEREAS, pursuant to Penal Code section 933, a public agency which receives a 
Grand Jury Report addressing aspects of the public agency's operations, must comment on the 
Report's findings and recommendations contained in the Report in writing within ninety days 
to the Presiding Judge of the Superior Court with a copy to the Foreperson of the Grand Jury; 
and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Paso Robles has received and reviewed the 
2009-2010 San Luis Obispo County Grand Jury Report, dated April 27, 2010, entitled "Electing 
City Treasurers and Clerks" and prepared a response to the report.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES DOES 
HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS

Section 1. The City Council of Paso Robles approves and authorizes the City Council's 
response to the 2009-2010 San Luis Obispo County Grand Jury Report entitled "Electing City 
Treasurers and Clerks," a copy of which is attached hereto and Exhibit A and incorporated 
herein.

Section 2. The City Council of Paso Robles directs the City Clerk to forward the City 
Council's Grand Jury Report response to the Presiding Judge of the San Luis Obispo County 
Superior Court and to the foreperson of the San Luis Obispo County Grand Jury.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this _______
day of June, 2010, by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

___
Duane Picanco, Mayor

ATTEST:

Meg Williamson, Deputy City Clerk

Agenda Item No. 8 Page 17 of 17


