
TO: James L. App, City Manager 

FROM: Ronald Whisenand, Community Development Director 

SUBJECT:    Disposition of Applications for River Oaks, The Next Chapter 

DATE:       April 20, 2010 

Needs: City Council consider denial of all pending applications associated with River Oaks, 
The Next Chapter. 

Facts: 1. The City received applications for a General Plan Amendment and Borkey Area 
Specific Plan Amendment in 2008 for a 270-acre proposed development called 
River Oaks, The Next Chapter.  Among other things, the proposed amendments 
would require changes to existing land use designations and would add up to 
1,905 residential units to the City. 

2. On May 5, 2009, the Council determined to process applications for specific 
plans that both are identified in the 2003 General Plan and are at densities 
consistent with the General Plan’s population planning threshold of 44,000 
persons.  The residential development for River Oaks, The Next Chapter is not 
included in the 2003 General Plan population estimates. 

3. The City is not obligated to process applications that do not conform to the 
City's General Plan.  Formal action confirming denial of the River Oaks 
applications is appropriate. 

Analysis & 
Conclusion: Processing of River Oaks The Next Chapter application ceased in May 2009 

consistent with Council direction to pursue only those development applications for 
specific plans included in and consistent with the 2003 General Plan.  Formal action 
denying the applications is appropriate. 

It is important to note that denial of this application does not limit future Council 
consideration of an amendment to the City’s General Plan and/or Borkey Specific 
Plan.

Policy 
Reference: Council Resolution No. 09-055 dated May 5, 2009 

Fiscal
Impact: None 
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Options: a. Adopt the attached resolution denying the applications for a General Plan 
Amendment and Borkey Specific Plan Amendment and returning all 
application materials and unspent processing funds to the project applicant 

b. Amend, modify or reject the foregoing option. 

Attachments:

1. Draft Resolution of Denial 
2. Resolution 09-055 
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RESOLUTION NO. 10- 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES 
DENYING APPLICATIONS FOR GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT AND  

BORKEY AREA SPECIFIC PLAN AMENDMENT FOR RIVER OAKS, THE NEXT CHAPTER 

WHEREAS, the City received applications for processing a General Plan Amendment and Borkey Area 
Specific Plan Amendment for a 270-acre development called River Oaks, The Next Chapter ("River Oaks"); 
and

WHEREAS, on May 5, 2009, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 09-055 directing that staff process 
development applications for specific plans that both are identified in the 2003 General Plan and are 
consistent with the City’s population planning threshold of 44,000 persons; and 

WHEREAS, the River Oaks applications request, among other things, changes in land use designations and 
additional population densities in the General Plan and Borkey Area Specific Plan; and 

WHEREAS, given the size, type and scale of the proposed development, the Council believes that it would 
be premature to consider the changes requested in the River Oaks applications and that any such proposed 
changes in land use designations, population densities and other related matters should be considered during 
the next comprehensive General Plan update;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, DETERMINED AND ORDERED, by  the City Council of 
the City of El Paso de Robles that any and all pending applications for River Oaks, including but not limited 
to applications to amend the General Plan and the Borkey Area Specific Plan, are inconsistent with the 
City’s General Plan and on that basis are hereby denied. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED AND ORDERED that all application materials shall be returned to the 
project applicant along with any unspent processing fees.

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 20th day of April, 2010 by the following roll call vote: 

AYES:   
NOES:   
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
      _________________________________________ 
      Duane Picanco, MAYOR 
ATTEST:

________________________________________________________ 
LONNIE DOLAN, DEPUTY CITY CLERK 
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