
TO:        James L. App, City Manager 

FROM:     Ronald Whisenand, Community Development Director 

SUBJECT:    Highway 101 Median Barrier Project Recommendations  

DATE:       February 2, 2010 

Needs: Consider and provide recommendations to Caltrans on a modified Highway 101 
median barrier project 

Facts: 1. On June 2, 2009, Caltrans presented a proposal to install a safety barrier in the 
median of State Route 101 from the City’s southerly Spring Street off ramp 
north to Highway 46 East. The project is being proposed to prevent cross 
median traffic collisions and improve Caltrans worker safety. 

2. While Council understood the safety aspect of the project, aesthetic impacts 
resulted in direction to Caltrans to retain existing landscaping and install a 
metal Thrie Beam barrier for added safety. 

3. Caltrans has since modified the project.  While vegetation removal and use of 
concrete is still proposed, Caltrans has greatly enhanced landscaping to 
address the Council’s aesthetic concerns. 

4. Caltrans would like to present the revised plan to the Council, seek 
community input, and receive direction on barrier treatment options. 

Analysis & 
Conclusion: While Caltrans is still proposing removal of some existing vegetation and the use 

of concrete rather than metal Thrie Beam as a barrier material, the latest proposal 
differs in the following design aspects: 

Increase the extent of dual barrier stretches that will allow additional 
landscaping
Reduce the paved shoulder width from 9 to 7 feet 
Increase the spacing of dual barriers from 13 to 17 feet to allow more 
substantial plantings 
Use of a variety of ornamental tree species that have canopies that can 
grow beyond the barrier limits but not over the travel lanes 
More substantial tree plantings with 140 new trees in the median 
Planting of ornamental grasses on the outside of single barrier stretches 
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Save and enhance existing oleanders in areas where the dual barriers are 
proposed

Caltrans has presented three optional treatments for the concrete barrier.  While 
other options are available, Caltrans has suggested colored concrete, a stamped 
vineyard motif, and a stamped “dry stack” rock wall.  Caltrans would like 
community and Council input and recommendations on wall treatment. 

Options: a. Provide Caltrans with feedback on project landscaping and design 
treatment for the proposed concrete barrier. 

b. Amend, modify or reject the foregoing options. 
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