
TO:  James L. App, City Manager 

FROM: Meg Williamson, Assistant City Manager 
  Jim Throop, Administrative Services Director 

SUBJECT: Tourism & Lodging Promotions Business Improvement District (BID) 
Renewal of Assessment    

DATE:  January 5, 2010 

NEEDS: For the City Council to consider the annual renewal of the assessment for 
the Tourism and Lodging Promotions Business Improvement District 
(BID).

FACTS: 1. At the request of the majority of Paso Robles hoteliers, the BID was 
formed via ordinance by the City Council in December 2008 and the 
BID became effective January 16, 2009.  

2. Per the Parking and Business Improvement Area Law (Streets and 
Highways Code Sections 36500 et seq.) under which the BID was 
formed, the assessment is levied on an annual basis.  

3. Renewal of the BID tax assessment requires that the City Council 
receive an annual report on the budget and workings of the BID and 
set a public hearing for consideration of the renewal of the levy of 
assessment.   

4. On December 15, 2009, the City Council approved the annual report 
and directed that it be made available for public review in the City 
Clerk’s office.  That same date, the Council adopted Resolution 09-
167 setting the Public Hearing for consideration of this item for 
January 5, 2010 and directed the notice to be published in the local 
newspaper.

5. On December 22, 2009 the Tribune Newspaper published Resolution 
09-167 in its entirety.

6. The Travel Paso Robles Alliance (TPRA) Advisory Committee has 
recommended the continued levy of the Assessment and authorized 
Mental Marketing (an independent contactor for the marketing effort) 
to prepare the annual report for the BID.  

7. The BID’s 2009/10 annual report and marketing budget are attached.  
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8. At the public hearing, the testimony of all interested persons, for or 
against the establishment of the BID, the boundaries of the BID, the 
area of benefit within the BID, the Assessment to be levied, or the 
furnishing of specified types of improvements or activities, will be 
heard.

9. A protest may be made orally or in writing by any interested person. 
Any written protest as to the regularity or evidence of the proceedings 
shall be in writing and clearly state the irregularity or defect to which 
the objection is made.  

10. Written protests must be received by the City Clerk at or before the 
time set for the public hearing. A written protest may be withdrawn in 
writing at any time before the conclusion of the public hearing. Each 
written protest shall contain a written description of the business in 
which the person subscribing the protest is interested sufficient to 
identify the business. If the person subscribing is not shown on the 
official records of the City as the owner of the business, then the 
protest shall contain or be accompanied by written evidence that the 
person is the owner of the business. 

11. If at the conclusion of the public hearing, there are of record, written 
protests by the owners of the tourist lodging establishments within the 
BID that would pay fifty percent (50%) or more of the total 
assessments of the entire BID, no further proceedings to renew the 
annual levy for the BID shall occur. New proceedings to form the 
District shall not be undertaken again for a period of at least one (1) 
year from the date of the finding of the majority written protests by the 
City Council. If the majority written protests are only as to an 
improvement or activity proposed, then that type of improvement or 
activity shall not be included in the BID. 

ANALYSIS & 
CONCLUSION:  The first eight months of the TPRA’s marketing efforts have delivered 

bountiful results, as demonstrated in the attached reporting from 
Mental Marketing.  The TPRA has recommended a continued levy of 
the BID assessment in order to carry on work efforts towards the 
marketing and promotion of the Paso Robles area. 

POLICY
REFERENCE: Economic Strategy; Ordinance 952 NS, forming the Tourism and 

Lodging Business Improvement District; BID Committee Bylaws; 
Streets and Highways Cod Sections 36500 et seq.; City Council 
Resolution 09-167 establishing a notice of intent to renew levy.
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FISCAL
IMPACT: The BID assessment is being collected on a monthly basis and is 

maintained in a separate fund.  City staff will continue to commit its 
resources to facilitate the goals of the BID.  Renewal of the assessment 
levy is estimated to generate $450,000 annually, to be spent on 
marketing and promotion of  local tourism.      

OPTIONS: a.   For the City Council to adopt Resolution No.10-XX renewing the 
levy of an annual assessment for the fiscal year February 1, 2010 
to January 31, 2011 for the Paso Robles Tourism and Lodging 
Promotions Business Improvement District.      

b. Amend, modify or reject above option.  

Attachment: 

1. Resolution renewing the levy of annual assessment of the BID for 2010/11  
2. BID 2009/10 Annual Report and Marketing Plan scope and budget for FY 

2010/11
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RESOLUTION NO. 10-XXX 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES RENEWING 
THE LEVY OF ASSESSMENTS FOR THE PASO ROBLES TOURISM AND LODGING 

PROMOTIONS BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT PURSUANT TO THE PARKING 
AND BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT AREA LAW OF 1989 

WHEREAS, tourism is an important contributor to the economy of the City and the 
promotion of the City’s tourist lodging establishments serves an important public purpose; 
and

WHEREAS, at the request of the majority of Paso Robles hoteliers, the Paso Robles Tourism 
and Lodging Promotions Business Improvement District ("BID") was formed by Ordinance 
952 N.S., adopted on December 16, 2008, and the BID became effective January 16, 2009; 
and

WHEREAS, the collection of an assessment of two percent (2%) gross room rental revenue  
("Assessment") began on February 1, 2009 and established the fiscal year for the BID as 
February 1st through January 31st; and 

WHEREAS,  the Parking and Business Improvement Area Law (Streets and Highways Code 
Sections 36500 et seq.) under which the BID was formed requires that the assessment be re-
levied annually; and 

WHEREAS, the BID has been rebranded and is now commonly known as the Travel Paso 
Robles Alliance ("TPRA"); and

WHEREAS, the City Council appointed seven (7) members of the lodging community to the 
TPRA Advisory Committee to represent the interests of the owners of the tourist lodging 
establishments in Paso Robles; and 

WHEREAS, at its November 24, 2009 meeting, the TPRA Advisory Committee 
recommended the continued levy of the Assessment and authorized Mental Marketing to 
prepare the annual report for the 2009/10 fiscal year and a proposed scope/budget for the 
2010/11 year; and 

WHEREAS, Mental Marketing has provided annual reporting of the services and financial 
statements associated with the 2009/10 marketing budget and this report will serve as the 
BID’s annual report, and covers the first full eight months between February 1, 2009 and 
October 31, 2009 of the BID, attached hereto as Exhibit A; and 

WHEREAS, no changes in the boundaries of the BID are recommended by the TPRA; and 
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WHEREAS, under the projected scope of service and budget for fiscal year 2010/11, the 
amount of the Assessment is proposed to remain the same and be collected in the same 
manner for another year; and 

WHEREAS, the TPRA has recommended a continued levy of the Assessment in order to 
continue the marketing and promotion of the Paso Robles area.  

WHEREAS, at its meeting of  December 15, 2009, the City Council approved the annual 
report and directed that it be made available for public review in the City Clerk’s office, and 
adopted Resolution 09-167 setting the Public Hearing for consideration of this item for 
January 5, 2010; and

WHEREAS, the Resolution 09-167, setting the Public Hearing, was published one time in 
the local Tribune Newspaper on December 22, 2009; and  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council for the City of El Paso de 
Robles does hereby resolve, determine and find as follows: 

Section 1. The recitals set forth herein are true and correct. 

Section 2. That the Annual Report for fiscal year 2009/2010 for the BID prepared by 
Mental Marketing was approved and made available for review in the office of the City Clerk. 

Section 3. The boundaries of the area to be included in the BID are to remain unchanged 
and are the boundaries of the City of El Paso de Robles. 

Section 4.  The types of activities proposed to be funded by the continued levy of 
assessments on businesses in the BID are those activities that will promote tourism and the local 
tourist lodging establishments. 

Section 5.  The City Council hereby approves the continued levy of the Assessment 
without change on all tourist lodging establishments within the BID, as set forth in Section 
3.22.030 of the Paso Robles Municipal Code, to pay for all improvements and activities of 
the BID, except where funds may otherwise be available, continuing for the BID's fiscal year 
February 1, 2010 – January 31, 2011.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles this 5th day of 
January 2010 by the following roll call vote: 

AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:
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Duane J. Picanco, Mayor 

ATTEST:

Lonnie Dolan, Deputy City Clerk
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