
TO:  James L. App, City Manager 

FROM: Doug Monn, Public Works Director 

SUBJECT: Installation of Monitoring Wells at the Paso Robles Landfill 

DATE:  April 7, 2009 

NEEDS: For the City Council to consider authorizing a contract amendment to Pacific Waste 
Services in the amount not to exceed $40,000 to install a required monitoring well at the 
landfill. 

FACTS:   
1. The City has been advised by the California Integrated Waste Management Board 

and Regional Water Quality Control Board of the need to install an additional 
monitoring well at the City Landfill.  

2. Pacific Waste Services (PWS), contract operator for the City of Paso Robles 
Landfill, solicited bids to have this work performed on behalf of the City.  

3. Only one quote was received from Technicon Engineering Services in the amount 
of $32,305. An additional $5,000 will be necessary to cover engineering costs 
associated with well sighting and monitoring set-up with a contingency of $2,695.  

4. The City’s contract with PWS establishes that the “Contractor (PWS) shall be fully 
responsible for all permit compliance and engineering requirements including 
development of landfill design plans and permit documents, groundwater and 
surface water monitoring and reporting, landfill gas monitoring and reporting, 
construction management and regulatory agency liaison and reporting.”  

5. As the contract establishes PWS is responsible for the monitoring and reporting at 
the landfill. Staff and the City Attorney believe in the best interest of the City to 
amend PWS contract allowing PWS to sub-contract to Technicon for installation of 
the monitoring well. This centers the responsibility for ensuring the well is properly 
located and installed with PWS.  

    
6. The current budget does not contain an appropriation for this work. At the 

February 17, 2009 meeting Council authorized the sale of land for right of way 
development to Cal Trans in the amount of $403,000. Staff proposes to cover the 
cost of the monitoring well using those funds to preclude any impact to the General 
Fund.

ANALYSIS &
CONCLUSION: The City must install an additional monitoring well at the landfill as required by the 

California Integrated Waste Management Board and the Regional Water Quality Control 
Board. Bids for the installation were secured by Pacific Waste Management. The City’s 
contract with PWS establishes that PWS is responsible for permit compliance, but not 
the cost of any new equipment necessary to maintain regulatory compliance. Therefore 
it appears to be in the best interest of the Citizens of Paso Robles to allow PWS to 
handle a sub-contract to install the necessary monitoring well in a manner that will 
satisfy regulatory needs.
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POLICY

REFERENCE: City of Paso Robles Purchasing and Payment Procedures Manual 

FISCAL

IMPACT: As noted above, the current base budget for the landfill operations does not contain a 
budget appropriation for placing a new monitoring well. On February 17, 2009, Council 
authorized the sale of right-of-way along Highway 46 to Cal Trans in the amount of 
$403,000. It is proposed these funds be used to cover the cost of the monitoring well to 
preclude any impact to the General Fund.    

OPTIONS: a. Authorize a purchase order to Pacific Waste Services in the amount not to 
exceed $40,000 ($37,305, with a contingency of $2,695) for placement of a 
monitoring well and authorize the use funds resulting from the sale of right-of-
way along the frontage of the landfill for widening of Highway 46.  

B. Amend, modify or reject the above option. 

Attachments:  (4) 
1) Quotation from Pacific Waste Services 
2) Technicon Proposal for Subcontracted Services 
3) Correspondences from CA Integrated Waste Management Board 
4) Resolution 
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RESOLUTION NO. 09- 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
AUTHORIZING THE INSTALLATION OF A MONITORING WELL AT THE  

PASO ROBLES LANDFILL  

WHEREAS, The City has been advised by the California Integrated Waste Management Board and Regional 
Water Quality Control Board of the need to install an additional monitoring well at the City Landfill; and  

WHEREAS, Pacific Waste Services (PWS), contract operator for the City of Paso Robles Landfill, has 
solicited bids to have this work performed on behalf of the City; and 

WHEREAS,  the City’s contract with PWS establishes that the “Contractor (PWS) shall be fully responsible 
for all permit compliance and engineering requirements including development of landfill design plans and 
permit documents, groundwater and surface water monitoring and reporting, landfill gas monitoring and 
reporting, construction management and regulatory agency liaison and reporting”; and 

WHEREAS, the City’s contract with PWS establishes they are responsible for permit compliance but not the 
cost for installation of any new requirements; and 

WHEREAS, it appears to be in the best interest of the Citizens of Paso Robles and the most cost effective 
option to require PWS to handle a sub-contract to install the necessary monitoring well complying with 
California Integrated Waste Management Board and Regional Water Quality Control Board requirements. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. The City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does hereby allocate $40,000 ($37,305 with 
a contingency of $2,695) from the sale of landfill property to Cal Trans to account number 100-310-5224-
167 to cover the cost of installing a monitoring well. 

SECTION 2. The City Council does hereby amend an existing contract with Pacific Waste Services to retain 
a sub-contractor to facilitate the installation of the necessary monitoring well and authorize the City Manager 
to execute the amendment to do so. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 7th day of April 2009 by the 
following votes: 

AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:   
ABSENT:   
   
  Duane Picanco, Mayor 

ATTEST:

____________________________________ 
Cathy M. David, Deputy City Clerk 
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