
TO: James L. App, City Manager 

FROM: Doug Monn, Public Works Director 

SUBJECT: Sale of Property at the City’s Landfill 

DATE: February 17, 2009 

NEEDS: For the City Council to consider authorizing the City Manager to sign and accept offers 
from Caltrans to purchase portions of the City’s Landfill property along Highway 46 
East.

   
FACTS: 1. On March 6, 2008, the City received a letter from Caltrans indicating their need to 

acquire 12.6 acres in Fee and 0.52 acres of utility easement across the City’s Landfill 
for widening of Highway 46 East (see attached). 

    
 2. The State offered $177,000 for this acquisition. 

 3. Staff reviewed the appraisal the State used to establish the value of $177,000. Staff 
disagreed with the Caltrans documentation because it applied the designation of 
“agricultural/grazing.” The County Land Use Ordinance indicates that the “highest 
and best use” for the property could include equestrian facilities or wine processing 
and tasting. 

 4. On August 8, 2008, Caltrans agreed to reimburse the City for the cost to obtain a 
second property appraisal. 

 5. On November 17, 2008, the City transmitted a new appraisal to Caltrans. The new 
appraisal determined the property value to be $226,800. 

 6. On January 12, 2009, Caltrans returned a revised Offer Letter accepting the value of 
$226,800 for the property. 

 7. On September 25, 2008, the City received another offer from the State – to acquire 
an additional 0.28 acres in Fee and 2.60 acres of utility easement, also along the 
Landfill property. Caltrans is offering $140,000 for this property. 

 8. Staff determined that the appraisal for this property is acceptable because it is based 
on the highest and best use of “home site.” 

ANALYSIS &
CONCLUSION: Staff has determined that the property Caltrans wishes to acquire will not impact the 

City’s ability to operate the Landfill. Therefore, it is recommended that City Council 
authorize and direct the City Manager to accept two offers from Caltrans to acquire 
property at the City’s Landfill: 

12.6 acres in Fee and 0.52 acres of easement, for a total of $226,800; 

0.28 acres in Fee and 2.60 acres of easement, for a total of $177,000. 

POLICY

REFERENCE: None 
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FISCAL

IMPACT: The City’s Landfill Operations Budget would have a one-time additional revenue of 
$403,800 from the sales of property to Caltrans. The money will be used to fund 
preparation of a Master Plan for the Landfill. This request will be submitted to the 
City Council for formal appropriation in the future. 

OPTIONS: a. Direct the City Manager to sign two Purchase Agreements from Caltrans to acquire 
property and easements along the City’s Landfill for the widening of Highway 46E, 
for a total amount of $403,000.  

b. Amend, modify, or reject the above options. 

Prepared by:   Ditas Esperanza, P.E., Capital Projects Engineer 

Attachments  
Purchase Agreements with Exhibits (2) 
Grant Deeds (2) 
Easements (4) 
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