
TO: James L. App, City Manager 

FROM: Doug Monn, Public Works Director 

SUBJECT: South Vine Street – Construction and Closure 

DATE: February 17, 2009 

NEEDS: For the City Council to re-consider the Vine Street construction road closure awarded 
December 11, 2008.

   
FACTS: 1. City Council directed staff to bring back the award of bid pertaining to keeping 

South Vine Street open during construction. 

  Information regarding available options is as follows: 

a. The Bid Documents were prepared to allow the contractor to fully close the 
road to through traffic between First Street and Highway 46. (Note: The 
contractor is required to allow local traffic access to their properties, i.e. 
residents with driveways off Vine Street.)  

b. The road may be closed to through traffic 4 to 6 months depending on weather.  

c. The project contained a provision for a bid additive that would compensate the 
contractor to keep Vine Street open to through traffic during construction 
should the City determine it to be in the best interest of the citizens of Paso 
Robles to do so.

d. At the December 16 City Council meeting, Council awarded the Vine Street 
contract to Rockwood General Contractors, and exercised the bid addendum 
requiring Rockwood to keep the road open during construction and paying 
them an additional $13,220. 

e. As awarded, the road will be kept open and the contract period would be 
between 6 to 9 months depending on weather. 

f. Should Council amend the action taken on December 16, the road could be 
closed and the contract time shortened to 4 to 6 months with a cost savings of 
$13,220.

 2. Mid-January, information regarding the potential closure of the road was distributed 
to businesses within the City limits along Theatre and Ramada Drives, the Paso 
Robles Chamber of Commerce, and Caltrans Traffic Operations to solicit their 
input.

ANALYSIS &
CONCLUSION: Analysis is as follows. 

1. The average daily traffic (ADT) using South Vine is 4842. As a result of a 
closure, an additional 5000 vehicles per day would need to use Highway 101 to 
travel from Theater Drive to downtown creating additional queuing of through 
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traffic at 101/46 intersection. According to Caltrans Traffic Operations staff, 
they will be able to adjust the traffic signal timing and accommodate the Vine 
Street closure at Highway 46 (see e-mail attached). Signal timing cannot be 
adjusted at Spring and 1st to address the redirection of traffic. 

2. Marriott Courtyard:  According to the owners of the Marriott Courtyard, Vine 
Street is a vital link to their operations. Per the attached letter, the owners state 
that the road closure would “seriously impact our mode of operation.” 

3. Input received from surrounding areas: The City received two additional 
comments to the potential closure. 

a. Stephen Headland, Arbiter Systems:   
 “I welcome the closing of South Vine for this project.” 

b. Ottmar Thomas, San Luis Bay Motors:   
 “...our business has suffered tremendously from road closures resulting in 

the loss of tens of thousands of dollars. We fear the same loss will occur 
with the complete closure of Vine Street for construction. Taking into 
consideration the economy in such a catastrophic way, the possible new 
closure could be more detrimental to our business then before. 

 “We ask that you please re-evaluate your approach on construction to 
include a partial closure, not a full closure of Vine Street as you referenced 
in your letter.” 

POLICY

REFERENCE: City Council action of December 16, 2008 

FISCAL

IMPACT: Closing the road would be a cost savings of $13,220. 

OPTIONS: a. Direct staff to maintain the contract to Rockwood General Contractors as awarded 
on December 16, 2008 and keep the road open during construction. 

b. Direct staff to amend the contract to Rockwood General Contractors as awarded on 
December 16, 2008 and allow the road to be closed during construction. 

c. Amend, modify, or reject the above options. 

Prepared by:   Ditas Esperanza, P.E., Capital Projects Engineer 

Attachments  
1) Exhibit
2) Notices of proposed closure 
3) E-mail from Chamber of Commerce 
4) E-mail from Caltrans 
5) Letter from Marriott Courtyard 
6) Letter from San Luis Bay Motors  
7) Letter from Arbiter Systems 
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