
 

TO: JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER  
 
FROM: ROBERT A. LATA, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 

 
SUBJECT:  DETERMINATION OF HISTORIC OR ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
   OF AN SEVERELY DAMAGED COMMERCIAL BUILDING 801-807 12th 

STREET / 1214-1220 PARK STREET AND A REQUEST TO PROCESS A  
PENDING DEMOLITION PERMIT APPLICATION (BLACKBURN / CLOCK 
TOWER / ACORN BUILDING; APPLICANT: MARK MASTAGNI)  

 
DATE:  FEBRUARY 3, 2004 

 
 

 
Needs: For the City Council to consider making a determination as to the historic or architectural 

significance or non-significance of a building that collapsed as a result of the December 22, 
2003 earthquake.  

 
Facts: 1. A request to demolish the remains of a commercial building that was located at the 

northeast corner of 12th and Park Streets has been filed with the City. The subject 
building was severely damaged and collapsed as a result of the December 22, 2003 
earthquake.   

 
2. The building that stood at that location and which is proposed for demolition is listed 

in both the City Inventory of Historic Resources and the State of California Historic 
Properties Directory.  In the City’s inventory the structure has been referred to as the 
Blackburn Building. It is more popularly known as the Clock Tower or Acorn 
Building. 

 
3. The City Council will be asked to find and determine that the  building is no longer a 

historic resource and is therefore not subject to Section 15064.5 of the Guidelines for 
implementing the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA),  and  that a 
Categorical Exemption under Section 15301(l)(3) would apply. 

 
4. Per Chapter 17.16 (Demolition of Buildings and Structures) of the Zoning Ordinance, the 

City Council is being asked to make a determination as to whether or not the building is of 
historic or architectural significance. 

 
Analysis 
And 
Conclusions: The Council has the discretion to make a final determination as to the subject building’s 

historic or architectural significance or non significance prior to the processing of the 
demolition permit. The evaluation/determination of significance is to be based on Federal, 
State, or Local Criteria.  Since the subject building has collapsed, its historic and 
architectural significance have been eliminated. 
 
Although the subject building is in the City’s Historic Resources Inventory and the State’s 
Historic Properties Directory, it is not on any local or State Register of historic structures. 
Since it is not on a Register, it is not subject to review other than that provided by the City 
Council. 
 



In its present state, the remains of the building present an imminent threat to the public of 
bodily harm and damage to adjacent property (in the context of State Resources Code 
Section 5028).  The condition of the building remains are a threat to use of the public 
street, sidewalk, and occupancy of adjacent properties. 
 
A timely demolition of the remains of the building would facilitate plans for reuse of the 
subject property. The only grounds for delay in demolition would be to allow adequate 
time for the former business occupants of the structure to remove any of their inventory, 
fixtures or possessions.  
 
The manner in which a new building would be designed for the subject property will be the 
subject of a future Planned Development application and would be subject to whatever 
public policy requirements as may apply at the time of a request for a project approval. 
 

Policy 
Reference: Paso Robles General Plan, Paso Robles Zoning Ordinance, Title 17 (Building and 

Construction) of Paso Robles Municipal Code relating to demolition of buildings or structures 
Fiscal 
Impact:  None. 
 
Options: After considering the information and analysis presented and the public testimony received, the 

City Council will be asked to select one of the following options: 
 

a. Determine (1) that the  building in its present condition is no longer a historic resource 
and is therefore not subject to Section 15064.5 of the Guidelines for implementing the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA),  and that a Categorical Exemption 
under Section 15301(l)(3) would apply, and (2) that the existing building is also not a 
historic resource by virtue of not being eligible for inclusion in the National Register and  
(3) that the subject building presents an imminent threat to the public of bodily harm 
and damage to adjacent property (in the context of State Resources Code Section 
5028). Based on the foregoing, direct that the demolition permit application be processed, 
subject to the property owner providing a three (3) week opportunity from the date of 
Council approval of the Demolition Permit for businesses that formerly occupied the 
structure to remove any of their inventory, fixtures or possessions that can be 
accomplished in a manner that would preserve public health and safety. Any 
replacement structure will be the subject of a future Planned Development application 
and would be subject to whatever public policy requirements as may apply at the time 
of a request for a project approval..  

 
 
b.   Amend, modify, or reject the above option. 

 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Application for Demolition and related materials 
2. Municipal Code Excerpt 
 












